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From Swindon Lagoons North East Gate to Mannington 
the pastoral responsibility of Westlea, 
our parish neighbours being St Augustine’s Church, Even Swindon 
 
At the Swindon Lagoons Gate, We were unable to gain access to Thames Water’s 
facility and also unable to walk across the Swindon Lagoons and River Ray Parkway 
sites, so continued to walk ESE towards, and then along Galton Way to the end 
where we turned right onto the B4006 and then walked along Barnfield Road to the 
end. 
 
At the River Ray Parkway [SU 129854] the boundary passes out of the Thames 
Water Barnfield site some distance east of the current River Ray and heads south 
across the car park at the back of the Thamesdown Bus depot. There is nothing to 
mark the boundary here. The boundary then heads south east towards the B4006 
Great Western 
Way on a line 
almost parallel 
with the existing 
River Ray, though 
probably still 
following an old 
line from before 
the river was 
straightened here. 
This is publicly 
accessible ground 
and footpaths are 
available. There is 
nothing to mark 
the boundary 
here, though it 
would be a good 
place for such a 
marking. We followed the footpath alongside the river Ray. 
 
At [SU130851] just before the footpath crosses the River by a footbridge a public 

footpath turns left and 
heads north east. There is 
nothing to mark the 
boundary here. The 
boundary heads north 
towards a copse of trees 
and undergrowth under 
which flows a small stream 
or drainage ditch that 
crosses under the road 
here. We climbed the fence 
to the road. There is no 
safe public access here (it’s 
a busy dual carriageway 
with 50mph speed limit) 
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At the side of the Great Western Way at 
[SU131851] 
Road signs saying “West Swindon” 
facing north east on both sides of the 
South Westerly carriageway, mark the 
boundary here. 
Having crossed to the south eastern 
side of the road we walked south west 
along the roadside to a point where the 
roadside bank is lower and a large 
overgrown stone is set. Having cleared 
it, it seems the stone is not of particular 
note, being just block of old concrete. 

We returned to and turned past the Armco and descended back to the River Ray at 
[SU131851] 
 
The boundary follows the 
River Ray south east 
around the border of 
Mannington Recreation 
Ground. Apart from the 
river nothing marks the 
boundary here. 
 
At [SU133849] the 
boundary leaves the line of 
the river heading south 
through the trees beside 
the path to the mown field, 
and then turns east back to 
the line of the river. We 
speculated that the line 
may be circling an old pond 
or reservoir. There is nothing to indicate the boundary at this point. The boundary 
continues to follow the river, so did we. 

At the junction with the footpath from 
Redcliffe Street (junction at SU133846] 
the boundary seems to follow a line a few 
metres to the south east of the current 
river, apart from scrubby ground in the 
field there is nothing to mark the boundary 
here – though the footpath would be a 
good place for one. The boundary 
continues following a line a few metres to 
the south east of the river across the 
corner of the site of the changing room 
building. 
 
Close to Paddington Drive a hedge and 
fence follow the likely line of the boundary, 
though there is nothing to mark it. The 
river Ray is culverted under Paddington 
Drive (at SU132849] (and Sainsbury’s 
Bridgemead site beyond it). It’s probable 
that the boundary follows that line. 

Looking back from Paddington Drive 
culvert of the River Ray, 
our boundary on the right 
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We crossed the road and 
walked straight across the low 
hedged border of Sainsbury’s 
car park, a habitual footpath of 
convenience exists here, on 
the probable line of the 
boundary, though no doubt 
coincidental. The boundary 
follows a straight line directly 
towards the Western corner of 
Sainsbury’s store building and 
heads for the old railway line 
embankment the opposite side 
of the car park at [SU131843]. 
Of course there is nothing to 
mark the boundary here. 

 
We were advised not to climb the bank of the old railway line so diverted round the 
end of the wall at [SU131843] and reached the public footpath leading to Ashworth 
Road, turning left. Walking past the Ashworth Road trash store we headed off the 
public path into undergrowth to reach the inflow or the River Ray culvert under 
Sainsbury’s site. The boundary follows the line of the river southwards though 
undergrowth below the 
old railway embankment. 
There is no convenient 
public access here, 
though we walked with 
permission off the public 
path. There is much litter 
here, though nothing to 
mark the parish 
boundary. The path is 
easier. We rejoined it at 
[SU131840) where the 
stream goes under the 
path and headed south 
along the path to the 
Wootton Bassett Road 
(A3102) 
 
We crossed the Wootton Bassett Road at [SU131840] the pedestrian crossing, the 
river and parish boundary cross almost at the same point (the river underneath). The 
boundary then heads a few metres west across the car park directly behind the shop 

(recently Carpet Right) and then south 
towards and then along the edge of the car 
park across the access road. It is presumed 
this is follows an old meander of the river 
Ray from before the Mannington Retail park 
was developed.  The boundary then follows 
the existing line of the river behind the car 
park and towards a culvert under the 
London to Bristol railway line. Apart from the 
river there is nothing to mark the boundary 
here. 
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At [SU131838] the culvert under the London to Bristol railway line our parish 
neighbours change here from St Augustine’s Church, Even Swindon (north east of 
this point), to St Mark the Evangelist Swindon New Town (east of this point), and 
then again immediately to  St John the Baptist & St Helen, Wroughton (south east 
and south of this point). Apart from the culvert there is nothing to mark the parish 
boundary at this point. 
 
Pastoral responsibility changes here, from Westlea to Toothill. 
 
Thanks to: Annie Ellis Rights of Way Officer and Mel Campbell of Property Service at 
Swindon Borough Council, and Simon Belcher for their assistance in researching this 
section of the route. Further thanks to Annie Ellis and Mel Campbell for their 
permission to access the boundary 


