New head of Churches Together in England

Rev. Dr David Cornick has been appointed General Secretary. He
has been General Secretary of the United Reformed Church since
2001. Former Principal of Westminster College, Cambridge,
including a period as Vice-President of the Cambridge Theological
Federation, he was URC Minister within Radlett ecumenical
parish, then ecumenical Chaplain of Robinson College
Cambridge. Educated at Hertford College, Oxford, King's College,
London and Mansfield College, Oxford. His PhD is in Church
History.

He will take up the appointment next Spring

The Partnership office is open on Wednesday and Thursday from
9:30am-11:30am and on Friday from 1:30 pm until 3:30 pm.
The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is:

The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.

For items for the next edition of Partnership news please
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no later than 23™
January.
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Dear Friends

Christmas is over for another year... the wrappings discarded, but
hopefully most of the presents are still intact. Did you get what you
hoped for? Or will you be on the trail back to the shops with things
that did not fit, or were a disappointment? In a week or two, most of
those presents will be forgotten, either because they have become
familiar through regular use, or they will be tucked away in corners
until we clear out ready for next Christmas and pile them up for the
charity shops.

What will we do with the message of Jesus we have heard recently?
What will you want to keep and treasure in your mind? What of
Jesus, who came as a hope for the nations, the light of the world?
Will we once again resume our regular Christian routine that we take
for granted? Or even push him into a back corner of our lives until we
reach the next Christian festival? Or will our hearts make room for
change as a result of what we have seen and heard?

This year, around Britain, HOPEO8 will be actioned in many towns
and villages, including Swindon. The idea is to find ways to bring
HOPE to our communities, spreading loving kindness around though
many things that we will do together and alone, as well as giving us
opportunities to share the gospel. We will hear more about this as
the year continues, but perhaps even now we can challenge
ourselves to keep the hope of the gospel alive in our own hearts, and
also deliberately choose to show some specific kindness to those
around us. We might aim to do this every day, or once a week, or
even once a month. What could you do that would make a difference
to someone else who is in need — allowing Jesus to use you as a
channel for his love and hope?

| pray that as we work together in 2008 “the eyes of our hearts may
be enlightened in order that we may know the hope to which he has
called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints and his
incomparably great power for us who believe”. (Eph 1v18-19)

| look forward to meeting many more of you in the coming weeks
Anne

For more information on HOPEO8 go to - www.hope08.com
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Are we sometimes a little confused or afraid of prayer? Couldn’t
we change that for the better?

We know that we want to see more people sharing our faith, but
many of us are not very good at doing the sharing, even when
others seem interested enough to listen. For many of us faith is
not something we talk about very often. So, if we got more
comfortable talking about our faith with one another, might we be
better able to talk about our faith with others in our community —
and do it in a way that was true to who we are, not forced or out of
character?

That's what Vision4Life is about. It's three years where each
church is invited to tailor its own programmes from the selection of
colourful materials we’ll be putting on offer. We'll try to give you a
great selection of ideas for a Bible year, a Prayer year and an
Evangelism year and you and your church get to cut them up to fit
who you are. And if we all share in the process, all contribute our
own flair and skill and courage, we can all get dressed up, we can
all get excited again and we’ll all get to go out....

The whole programme will get started in the Spring and Summer
of 2008 with some special church discussions (tailored to fit your
church, obviously) and if you decide to go ahead your church can
then join in the Bible Year from Advent 2008 and the Prayer year
from Advent 2009 and the Evangelism year from Advent 2010 —
and remember, your church gets to choose what you'll wear.

John Campbell
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VisiondLL¢

‘Vision4Life’ is going to be the next phase of the United Reformed
Church’s ‘Catch the Vision’ Process.

A group of us wanted to do something to enable the faithful
people in our Churches (people like you) to find fresh excitement
and encouragement in the basic things of our faith — the things
that make us who we are. We know that every church is different,
with its own pressures and its own delights, but we rather suspect
that the very things that should be God'’s particular and special gift
to us have, for many of us, become a little flat or even a little
scary. Can we, church by church, recover some ‘oomph’, risk
some excitement, get excited again about dressing up to go out?

How would that be, then?

Well, we say that the Bible is important to us, but our historic
Reformed emphasis on the central importance of the Bible and an
educated ministry means many of us are a bit wary of the Bible,
unsure of our own ability to read it aright, happy to leave the study
bit to the minister. Can we do anything to enable more of us to
ENJOY engaging with the Bible? Can we help people recover
their confidence in the Bible and confidence that they have
something important to bring to the shared task of making the
Bible speak excitingly to us all today?

We mainly have a deep sense that prayer is important, but how
much of a help is it with the frustrations, sadnesses, pains and
pressures of life? Couldn’t we do better at finding God’s support in
the midst of our lives and the lives of the communities around us?
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Youth matters

Café Base West: started in our new venue, Shaw Church at the
beginning of September 07, still on Tuesday nights. We
generally see 35-40 young people each week and over the term
have seen 78 different young people; 48 of these are new
contacts this term, 4 out of 5 are unchurched.

The leadership team has gelled well together this term, with some
new leaders and we feel like we’ve built up good relationships
with the young people, getting to know a large number of new
faces. Our main activity has been to put together a youth talent
show for Christmas, which was well attended by parents and
church members. We've had positive feedback from many that
this was an enjoyable evening and we raised £180 for Toybox
charity, so overall very worthwhile. The young people really
enjoyed preparing for this and we all withessed them developing
social skills as well as practical and performance skills. Each
week we have had some Christian teaching through the media of
DVD's, talks, drama and discussion. Most of the young people
have engaged with this on some level. Many have expressed
interest in following a Youth Alpha or similar course next term.

Emerge

West Swindon Ecumenical Partnership has agreed to form a 3
year partnership with Ncounter to deliver joined up youth work to
churched and unchurched young people. This will focus upon the
provision of evening youth work at Shaw; schools work through
the Collective Band in Bradon Forest and Greendown Schools;
workshops at The Base youth facility in Purton Stoke.

We have a Steering Group, Management Team and a Youth
Management Team set up. A youth survey has been undertaken
in Bradon Forest, Greendown Schools and throughout our church
youth groups to ascertain what the main focus of the project
should be and what kind of activities should be involved — leisure
and faith-based. Over 500 replies have been received
(representing 20% of all young people in West Swindon). From
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these, a group of 25 young people came together at Shaw at the
end of December to discuss the findings of the survey and begin
to form a plan for the future project, starting Jan '08. This group

included 20 completely new contacts who had responded to the

survey in schools.

In January '08 the new Collective Band (under Nikki's leadership)
will be with us, trained up and raring to go! There is a great
opportunity to meet them and see them perform on Sunday
February 10", 6.30 pm at Shaw Church. Please do come along
to support this vital work with the young people in our
communities. Thank you for all your support in many different
ways, and please continue to pray for all the youth work and
leaders in the West Swindon Partnership as we seek to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ in word and action. We look forward
to being part of what God will accomplish in the coming year!

Claire Camm

Phaze Youth Group Fridays 7pm-9pm

Holy Trinity Church, Shaw

Phaze is the partnership youth group for young people who have
reached their 11th birthday until aged 14 years. It began as a
small group of young people meeting to discuss faith and consider
confirmation or baptism and has been running for about

7 years. It is now a much larger group, with over 20 regularly
attending, some of whom have no church background. We meet
every Friday in term time for fun, food and fellowship. We
currently have 3 adult leaders, willingly supported by 5 junior
leaders who have previously attended Phaze themselves
and who are over 14 years.

A typical evening begins with games organised by the junior
leaders and include favourites such as "Sardines" or "Crocker" (a
hybrid of cricket and football). Around 8.00pm we break for a tasty,
healthy supper and we introduce the theme for a more reflective
end of the evening. The young people break into smaller groups
with our junior leaders and are also helped by adult leaders to
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New from Scripture Union:

The All-Age Service Annual and _Light for the Lectionary are
available now from the online bookshop, or Mail Order (0845 07
06 006) or local Christian bookshops. The All-Age Service
Starters for December are also available now and are free to
registered users on SU’'s website  plus a free all-age Nativity
Service.

FEBRUARY 22 — 24 By desert paths: Lenten retreat weekend. -
A silent weekend that explores Lenten themes through the
Divine Office and the practice of Lectio Divina.

(Contact: Sr. Judith @ turveyabbey.org.uk)

Spring Harvest accommodation available for all 6 Weeks of the
Main Event 2008 at Butlins Skegness and Minehead in March and
April.

Poverty and Homelessness Action Week - ‘Opening Doors,
Opening Hearts’, 23 January - 3 February 2008 Resources to
order or download available at:
www.housingjustice.org.uk/homelessness-sunday/index.htm

Oberammergau May — September 2010 register (Tickets go on
sale in January 2008) Free phone 0800 0181 839 or
information@itstravel.co.uk

The Passion
BBC® drama series, in Holy Week 2008.
Watch out for it!
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explore the theme further, usually in drama. We finish our
sessions with a prayer time and over the years have been blessed
with significant ;nswers to prayer. Some years ago one of our
Phaze members was being bullied at school and so the young
people prayed about this situation. As a result of these prayers a
new member joined Phaze. It turned out to be the person who
had been the bully in that situation. It was wonderful to witness
these young people being able to become friends.

Each year we hold 3 annual events: the Phaze Sleepover &
Breakfast towards the end of the spring term; exploring
Savernake Forest & a special time of worship just before the
summer holidays; and our Nativity Re-visited during January as
everyone is busy with school productions during December.
These events are high-lights of our time together through which
the young people can discover further their gifts and skills.

It is a privilege to watch our Heavenly Father at work in these
young people and also to be a part of His process. Youth work
can often appear frustrating whether its due to getting the right
format or maybe a lack of committed leaders. As a leader who
has previously struggled to stay committed to youth work,
helping with Phaze this term has shown me how our young
people need committed adults just to be there for them and to
allow them to be themselves. If you are involved in youth work
in each of our churches or through the partnership groups, be
encouraged by our young people and also through the words of
Ephesians 3: 20 (NIV)

"Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever. Amen."

Please pray too that our Heavenly Father will provide more pairs
of hands for this harvest. As we end in Phaze - in Jesus name,
Amen.

Happy New Year from everyone at Phaze.
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SOUL SPARK
THE PARTNERSHIP LENT COURSE

Thursdays in Lent 7:30pm at Toothill.
For this coming Lent, the Partnership will be studying “SOUL
SPARK?”, a short course exploring prayer and spiritual growth. The
course is one of the Grove Spirituality series by Nick Helm, the
Bishop of Shefield’s spiritual adviser. It has its own website
www.course.soulspark.org.uk.

Programme for the course

7" Feb Approaching Spirituality
Clarify what spirituality is; Become aware of God'’s love for
us revealed in Scripture; Receive guidance on how to
explore spirituality

14™ Feb Getting to know God better/faith journeys
Connecting personal experience with images of faith
journeys; Know God’s invitation flowing through personal
experiences; Affirm God’s presence and action in all
experiences

21% Feb Who am 1?
Become more aware of own identity as beloved by God;
Seek the treasure of God present within; Affirm that inner
desires and longings are important in this search
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Other Local Events

Spirituality and Healthcare

Revd Prof Stephen Wright

Experiential and reflective retreat for all health practitioners.
Friday 25 - Sunday 27 January 2008

Sarum College (0)1722 424800 hospitality@sarum.ac.uk

Friday 15th February 2008

Night Vigil of Reconciliation & Reflection for Creation Father Chris
Boles, Jesuit priest and Vicar Episcopal for J &P in the
Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, leads a unique event
in and around Clifton Cathedral. 0117 973 8128 or
www.soundofmanywaters.org

Changing Mission, Learning from the newer Churches
Stuart Murray Williams New church, fresh expressions of church,
future church or emerging church - what exactly can be learned?
ISBN 0 85169 305 9 100pp (P) Price: £8.99

Spirituality and the Environment
Hilfield Friary 8" January 9.45 am to 4.30 p(Free)
Sarah Hargreaves at The Friary, Hilfield, Dorchester, Dorset,DT2
7BE

Ncounter

Hosts needed (Wootton Bassett/Swindon area)

Able to host one of our new band members for 6 months? 01793
859619 / office@ncounter.co.uk. ASAP

Volunteers wanted:

A part-time person to help with applying for grants for our new
Emerge project. Also someone to take on communications on a
part-time basis.
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Partnership services & events

Partnership Communion
6™ January 6:30pm at St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze

Saturday 26" January 6.30-9.30 at Holy Trinity Shaw
Line Dancing evening - Will include bring and share meal.
Details to follow early in the New Year

Sunday February 10", 6.30 pm at Shaw Church Youth Service
with the New Collective Band (see above)

Partnership Quiz Night 7 30 pm Saturday March 1°' 2008 at
Lydiard Millicent Parish Hall

Everyone is warmly invited to our Partnership Quiz hosted by All
Saints. Quiz questions are as usual, from easy to harder
guestions, on a variety of subjects suiting all - TV, sport,
gardening, music, cooking, historical, geographical, biblical and
general knowledge - brain teasers, with answers always on the
tip of some one’s tongue ! Your team may win a prize.

If you come on your own there will be plenty of teams glad of your
brain power. We will form into teams on the night. Coffee/tea and
nibbles are served.

Voluntary donations are invited please, for our refurbishment
funds for Maggie’s Cottage - so we can have our own loo and
meeting room.

We look forward to welcoming YOU and your friends
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28" Feb Who is God to me?
Connect experiences with the nature of the movement of
grace; Be aware how images of God have affected faith
journeys; Be more discerning in recognising images of God
that influence our lives

6" March  Called to become
Find that the many facets of ourselves (Especially those we
are uncomfortable with) are welcomed by the love of God,
Become aware of how to discern God in inner responses to
experiences

13" March  Where am | going?—Journeying on...
Reflect on faith journey and where it might be leading;
Become more aware of our ‘dreams’ for life and the
invitation from God that may be in them; Identify ways to
sustain future spiritual life
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Church Services in the Partnership

All Saints, Lydiard Millicent

Church Services in the Partnership

Toothill
Date Time Form
6" January 10:45am Communion
13" January 10:45am Morning Service
20" January 10:45am Communion
27" January 10:45am Family Service

Holy Trinity Shaw

Date Time Form

6™ January 8:00am Communion
10:30am Morning Service

13" January 8:00am Communion
10:30am Communion

20" January 8:00am Communion
10:30am All age worship

27" January 8:00am Communion
10:30am Communion
6:30pm Evening Worship

Morning prayers Monday to Saturday at 9:00am.

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze

Date Time Form
6" January 10:00am Morning service & Baptism
6:30pm Partnership Communion
13" January 10:00am Communion
6:30pm Evening service
20" January 10:00am Family Service
6:30pm Communion Prayer Book
27" January 10:00am Communion
6:30pm Songs of Praise

Date Time Form

6" January 10:30am Communion

13" January 10:30am Morning Worship

20" January 10:30am Communion

27" January 10:30am Family Service
Westlea

Date Time Form

6" January 10:00am Communion

13" January 10:00am Family service

20™ January 10:00am Morning Worship

27™ January 10:00am Swap service
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