Prayer points
+ For our youth work and the leaders
For the Collective group
For our ministers
For the new ideas for Holy Trinity Shaw church building
For the Toothill Community Cafe

Contact information

The Partnership office is open on Wednesday and Thursday from
9:30am-11:30am and on Friday from 1:30 pm until 3:30 pm.
The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-malil is:

The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.

For items for the next edition of Partnership news please
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no later than 21°' May.
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Catching the wrong Train

When Elijah was exhausted and had fled from Jezebel he came to
a mountain and it was there that God spoke to him. God’s voice
asked him “What are you doing here Elijah?” In reply Elijah
defensively spoke of all that he had done for God and that he,
Elijah, was the only true prophet left in Israel. God’s advice to him
was to “Go back the same way you came” (1 Kings 19:15)
Sometimes that is what God asks us to do, to go back the way we
have come. Sometimes in my experience, this means that God
wants us to go back over things that we have already learnt, so
that we truly understand them.

Last Month | travelled to Bristol, or at least that is what | meant to
do, but in fact | went to Wales! When | caught a train from
Swindon to Bristol | did not realize that Bristol Parkway was the
last stop before Newport, South Wales. While looking out of the
train window and waiting for Bristol Temple Meads to appear, all |
saw was the sign saying “Tunnel approaches”. So, | had no
choice, | had to travel on to Newport and spend some time waiting
on the platform prior to catching the 11.44 train which took me
back to Bristol Temple Meads, the station | had been aiming for all
morning.

This got me thinking, especially when in my scheduled readings
for the next day | read 1 Kings 19:10 -18 about Elijah’s
adventures. | am always looking out for the next book to read, the
next song to learn but maybe, sometimes, | need to learn to slow
down and go back to truths that God has already taught me but |
have been slow to properly take on board.

In John 14; 26 Jesus said one of the roles of the Holy Spirit is that
he will teach us everything, and remind us of everything Jesus
has said. | wonder what God wants you and me to re-learn, and
remember. Maybe it is something about forgiveness, and the Holy
Spirit may prompt you and me to really do something about a
broken relationship. Or perhaps we realize that we never truly
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Street Pastors

Nigel Perrot, joint co-ordinator, Street pastor's scheme.

18 months ago we approached Ascension Trust in London to
bring Street Pastors to Swindon. In Swindon there are now 22
trained Street Pastors, the oldest being 83, on the street on
Fridays and Saturday nights, patrolling the night club areas. They
talk to people coming out the clubs and help them pick up the
pieces of a bad night. Since January: 56 conversations, 11 of
which resulted in prayer. They have helped 18 lone females to get
home. Reality is there are no gangs of youths running through
town with weapons but there were 7 violent incidents which Street
Pastors helped to diffuse; they fed 9 homeless people — those in
doorways, sleeping rough. 2 weeks ago they took delivery of
space blankets and flip flops for distribution. Primarily there to
serve people and show the church cares. The response is
amazing. People want to know who the Street pastors are and
what they do. Their task is not to get people to not drink but
rather to be there to pick up those that fall. It's amazing how
many people ask about Jesus even though Street pastors job is
not to preach. We want to grow the project and take it to outer
areas and increase the hours. We have had an invitation from
Safer Swindon Partnership to help at the Link centre. We need to
recruit more volunteers for training in September. Street Pastors
would like to visit some Churches to share their stories. They
want to send out invitations to a large gathering toward the end of
June. Now there are stories of how it works in Swindon it is
hoped this will encourage others. The Police are very supportive.
Every police force has a Street Pastors unit in it giving training on
safety, advice etc. Support also received from Borough Council
and Safer Swindon. A prayer letter is available. If you can help or
want to know more contact Nigel or Paul 01793 872853
swindon@streetpastors.org.uk

Web site: http://www.streetpastorsswindon.org.uk/

Page 15 of 16



Heatstroke

22"9-24™ May - The Immanuel Dramatic Society is performing in
the Church Hall, Upham Road. The play is a farce about two
couples (strangers) occupying the same villa on holiday due to a
mix-up. Add a villain, stolen money and a policeman, and you
have confusion! The box office is now open for tickets (£5 adults,
£4 concessions).

They are actively seeking a pianist for the pantomime in January,
but the pianist would be needed on Tuesday evening from
September for rehearsals. Anyone interested can contact the
Chairperson, Mr Terry Pidgeon.

Swindon ‘Noise’ 2008.

3'9.5™ May (the May Day Bank holiday weekend)

Over the last few years in we have run a social action project
called The Noise in various locations around Swindon and for
varying lengths of time. This year with the help of our Youth
Forum Swindon Youth for Christ are putting together plans to run
the Noise project over a number of weekends the first being from
395" May (the May Day Bank holiday weekend).

The Noise is a social action project where young people can really
have a positive input into our/their communities. Litter picking,
painting, car washing, gardening... you name it; we're probably
going to try it. It's also a chance to meet and make friends whilst
getting stuck into something really worthwhile.

We would like to see loads more young people out on the street
helping to make church something that'’s involved in the
community and not about people living in a castle with its
drawbridge up! To that end we would like to ask whether you and
your young people would like to get involved in this years’ first
weekend of the noise project.

If you/your young people would like to get involved please contact
SYFC as soon as possible.
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took up a challenge, and what we need is to ask for fresh courage
and fresh will to carry it through to completion.

Pentecost is coming! So ask God to send his Holy Spirit on you
and on me. His promise is that he will remind us of what we need
to know. If life seems to be full of instances of “getting on the
wrong train” and having to retrace your steps don’t give up! God
has a habit of being amazingly persistent and bringing us back to
something, so that we truly know his purpose for us and his
overwhelming love.

Matthew Chapter 5 on how to live, Joshua 1 on bravery, and 1
Thessalonians on Church Life are parts of The Bible in which |
keep finding God brings me back to.” Go back the way you came”
is not an invitation to doggedly go back over old things. However it
can be the persistent call of a “Completer Finisher God” who
wants us to complete the job in us that he has begun (Philippians
3:12-14).Sometimes in tour spiritual journey we might get on the
“wrong train”. If you do, don’t panic! | found the conductor in
Newport was very understanding, and so is God!

Tudor Roberts

PARTNERSHIP CONFIRMATION Service
Sunday June 8th. 6.30-pm at St. Mary@ Purton.

Those who are interested in Confirmation or ®enewal of
Baptismal Vows@are most welcome to put themselves forward by
contacting one of the Staff Team. Because several meetings for
preparation will be required, please contact staff team member as
soon as possible.
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Partnership services & events
Travellers Tales

14" May. 12.30-2pm at Toothill Church

A new group for Mums with or without their children to discuss life
and faith. Lunch provided. Our time will conclude with some songs
and a story for the children.

For more information please contact Anne Carter.
We would also welcome help to look after the children in a créche
for part of the time we are together, and to help with the food.

WORSHIP EVENING

Thursday 22 May, 8 pm at All Saints Church

A special time of worship and prayer in a more reflective setting
with an opportunity to sing or simply listen to new songs/hymns,
as well as old favourites. Please put this date down in your diaries
and do tell other friends, whether within your own fellowship or
elsewhere, that they are very welcome to join us. We pray that
everyone will receive the wonderful blessings that the Lord wishes
to shower upon us.

Join the

AT MG
WRIG, |

Enjoy a time of meeting friends over lunch at Toothill church from
12 noon
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY
MAY 13™
JUNE 10™
JuLy 8™
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Lydiard Park Water Walk — Saturday 10™ May -2pm

Join All Saints for a beautiful walk in Lydiard Park and help The
Samaritans Purse raise £1 million in their Turn on the Tap
challenge 2008, a campaign for safe accessible water for people
in the developing world. For people like Maria (age 11) in
Mozambique who gets up at 2am and walks about 13 miles to
fetch water from her nearest water source. After her long walk,
she struggles home carrying up to 15 litres of polluted water in the
sweltering midday heat. Maria has no time to go to school.
Without easy access to safe water, Maria will remain trapped in
poverty and vulnerable to life-threatening waterborne disease.
Find out more at www.turnonthetap.org .

The walk starts from St Mary’s Stable block adj. to the church in
Lydiard Park and departs at 2pm on Saturday 10" May. The first 2
mile loop takes in the West Park Circuit via the event’s field which
will be hosting a Kite festival. The walk returns to the stable block
for walkers to collect water before continuing for approx 1.5 miles
around the lake and arboretum, finishing back at the stable block
for light refreshments.

A route map will be available. The route is along mainly flat good
paths suitable for prams and wheelchairs. Dogs are welcome and
there is a toilet in the stable block. This walk is for everyone (invite
your friends) and for all ages.

To take part, contact Heather Benn for a “walkers registration
form” or pick up one from the back of the church. Return the
completed form and £2 registration fee to Heather and come
along! Sponsorship forms and drink bottle labels for collecting
money are also available.
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11"-17" May — Christian Aid Week

When the charity Christian Aid was set up over 60 years ago,
most of the mainstream Protestant churches in England were
founder members and individual church links were established.
However since Swindon has expanded rapidly during that time it
is possible that some of the newer churches have not set up a
church contact with Christian Aid. Could your church be one of
them? At this time of year our group is preparing for the chief
fund-raising event for Christian Aid for the whole year, namely
Christian Aid Week. As well as the traditional house-to house
envelope collection there will be @&n-rattlingGat several
supermarkets during that week, plus other events at local
churches. The Christian Aid slogan @Ve believe in life before
death@s vital for relief of poverty worldwide. Contact Helen
Thomas for further details & to order free posters & publicity.

Planning a @aith Garden’

On 7" May Alan Holland from TWIGS (Therapeutic Work in
Gardens in Swindon) will be telling us about the faith garden to be
created at TWIGS on Cheney Manor, Swindon, and exploring
gardens and faith with the help of an interfaith panel. There is also
opportunity to be involved in the making and looking after of the
garden. The Pilgrim Centre at 7.30pm. All are welcome and
further information can be had from Margaret Griffiths.

Back to the Future

A Prayer Breakfast was held last month when 25 Ministers from
many varied denominations met at Legge House to pray for
Swindon. It is planned to meet together at least every 2 months to
pray together.
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Toothill Church

Welcome the opportunity to work with
the

Find them
Every Monday from 12" May
Toothill Church
9.30-1.30

For breakfast, lunch, or just a nice cup
of tea or coffee and a cake.

We wish Carol and Tina and their group of volunteers every
success and look forward to working with them in bringing good
things to Toothill Community and beyond as we follow the
example of Jesus — sharing food with strangers and friends.

Please do visit and enjoy good food at even better prices!

On Bank Holiday Monday, 5™ May, you (folk
from the Partnership) are welcome for a free
cup of tea or coffee and biscuits, as they
begin to find their way around a new setting
open just from 10.30 to 12.00 on that day.
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Building Developments at Shaw

On Sunday 20™ April Holy Trinity Church agreed to explore further
some changes to their building, to make them more usable, both
for the Church and the community. We are very conscious of the
fact that with legislation becoming increasingly strict about child
protection we are very limited in our use of space at any time
when Acorns are in the building. Emerge and Café Base West
also have some ideas for things they would like to pursue that
would need some changes made. The community police and
Community Café group also would like to have the availability of a
café in the premises. From the Church perspective | am aware
that, lovely though it is, the massive window makes things difficult
when we use projectors, and cooks at least some of us on bright
days! There is also very little space to move around and talk to
people in that area, restricting our flow of care and general
communication, especially before and after the services.

So we are investigating what we can do. Ideas (only ideas at this
point) include:
- A new entrance where the tall window is, but sheltered
against draughts.
Additional Kitchen at that end, maybe with servery where
stage is and kitchen behind
Worship area, moved to the centre (it is the very heart of
what we do together), but with very big changes to that
area. We need to think carefully about
0 Light & Sound — both the sound system and the
more general acoustics
Heat
Visual appearance of the place in general — walls?
Floor
Screening — to allow a smaller area to feel more
cosy
o New chairs that are easy to stack and comfortable to
sit on

O O O O
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DO YOU LIKE WALKING?

Was your appetite whetted by the Partnership walk and you would
like do try something a little more challenging.
As my 60" birthday challenge, | am walking Offa’s Dyke from
Chepstow in the south to Prestatyn in the north between Friday
30" May and Mon 16™ June.
| am looking for people to accompany me. It could be just for one
day or more if you can manage it. You will have to organize your
own accommodation although | could suggest places.
If you are interested and would like more details please contact
me.
It would be great to have some of you join me.

Janet Gray

Church Partnership of West Swindon and the
Lydiards

We are seeking to appoint a Partnership Administrator to
work in our office to:
Operate and organise the Partnership Office
to support the organisation and work of the Partnership,
Partnership Council, and other governance bodies
to support the mission and ministry focus of the Staff Team
and local churches
to provide timely information services for Partnership
events, meetings and activities

Hours will be at least 15 hours per week and the skills required
include organisation, computer skills with Microsoft Office,
communications skills and self motivation.

Please see website http://www.wswinlyd.org.uk/ or contact the
Partnership Office on 01793 874221 or e-mail
partnershipoffice@btopenworld.com for further details.

Closing date for applications is May 23 and we would hope to
hold interviews in June.

Page 11 of 16



Other Local Events

Youth Away Day

‘Ultimate Event’ at Alton Towers, 10" May (organised by Dave
Davison of Freshbrook Evangelical Church); all our youth are
invited. Contact Claire Camm for more detalils.

Hello, Hello, Hello, what have we here then?

Wiltshire Police are looking to appoint voluntary chaplains who will
respond to the needs of police personnel in the chaplain’s local
area. Chaplains may be ordained or lay and ideally should be
already exercising an authorised ministry within the Church. The
chaplains are asked to commit a minimum of eight hours per
month to this work. Police chaplaincy offers opportunities for a
stimulating ministry with rich leaning experiences for personal
development. For further details contact: Rev Dr Richard
Armitage, richard.armitage@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Keep the Faith
Swindon Know Your Bible would like to bring the following
information to the ladies in your Church:-

There will be a day conference for women on Wednesday 18"
June at Freshbrook Evangelical Church. It will run from 9.45am
to 2.30 pm. with speakers from KYB ‘headquarters’.

A creche will be available but needs to be booked in advance
(daphne.bateman@talktalk.net) and it is bring your own lunch —
drinks available.
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0 Special Lighting, projectors screens etc
Provision of a recording studio for use by Café Base West
Storage of Acorns equipment
Additional storage space for other activities
Leaving sufficient space for church activities, especially on
Sundays, in expectation that the church is going to grow as
we reach out into the community with youth work and café.

Shaw Church have another Church Members Meeting shortly to
have a chance to add to their ‘wish list’. But we are aware that the
building is also used by the Partnership for various meetings and
services and would like to hear from any of you who have
constructive comments to make with ideas for what we do, to lend
your support in practical ways, to add to the wish list...

Please feed ideas, preferably in writing, to Jane Skinner, Anne
Carter, or John Ridsdale by 9™ May. (Anne is away 2-11 May — so
no post to her during that time please) Then your suggestions can
be included in discussions at other meetings in the following
week.

PARTNERSHIP EVENT in LYDIARD PARK
Saturday July 12th. 3pm - 9pm.

This event is being organised in collaboration with Ncounter and
our "Emerge" Project leaders. It is an exciting @stival styleCof
event in the Lydiard Park Events Field. It has been kindly and very
generously sponsored by NPower, and is our major contribution to
HOPE 08. It is called "Rock in the Park", and although especially
geared towards young people of secondary school age everyone
is welcomed. There will be lots of fun activities, games, food,
stalls and opportunities to interact! The @ain stage@will feature
dance performances and concerts by local bands, including the
"Collective". We will be looking for a large number of people to
help organise things, so if interested please contact Stephen or
Jane Skinner, Chris Scarisbrick or Claire Camm.
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Church Services in the Partnership
Church Services in the Partnership

Toothill
All Saints, Lydiard Millicent Date Time Form
Date Time Form 4™ May 10:30am Morning Service
4™ May 8:00am Communion 11" May 10:30am Communion
10:30am Morning Service 18" May 10:30am Family Service
11" May 8:00am Communion Prayer Book 25" May 10:30am Morning Service
10:30am Communion Please note the changed time of services!!
18" May 8:00am Communion
10:30am All age worship
25" May 8:00am Communion Prayer Book
10:30am Communion o
6:30pm Evening Worship ley Trinity Shaw
Date Time Form
Morning prayers Monday to Saturday at 9:00am. 4thﬂ!\/|ay 10:30am Communion
11" May 10:30am Morning Service
18" May 10:30am Communion
St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 25" May 10:30am Family Service
Date Time Form
4™ May 10:00am Morning service
6:30pm Partnership Communion
11" May 10:00am Communion
6:30pm Evening service Prayer Book _ Westlea
18" May 10:00am Family Service Date Time Form
6:30pm Communion Prayer Book 4 ”!\/Iay 10:00am Com_munlor_l
25™ May 10-00am Communion 11th May 10:00am Famll_y service
6:30pMm Songs of Praise 18" May 10:00am Morning Worshlp
25" May 10:00am Swap service

Partnership Communion
4™ May 6:30pm at St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze
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