The Partnership of West Swindon and the Lydiards
Baptist ® Church of England ¢ Methodist  United Reformed Church



Some but not all of you will know that | have just completed the
first of two years on a training course to become a Spiritual
Director. It is being run by the Gloucestershire Spirituality
Network. There are 15 of us on the course, but | am the only
man!! Needless to say, | am enjoying the course greatly, and
keenly anticipating Year 2, which begins in September.

A typical Wednesday meeting consists of the following timetable:
9.45: Arrival and coffee.

10.15: Worship time, led by different course members.

10.45: Time of quiet reflection upon the worship experience.
11am: Open sharing of how we experienced the presence of the
Lord in the worship.

11.20: More coffee!

11.30: Teaching input on some aspect of Spiritual Direction led
by our tutors or a guest speaker.

12.45: Lunch

1.30pm: Tutorial Groups to share learning, progress and
guestions.

2pm: Triad Groups to practice the skills of Spiritual Direction.
2.50: Closing Prayers and Worship

3pm: Home!

There is a lot of needless mystique around the phrase “Spiritual
Director” — so what is this all about? | used to think that only
Roman Catholic or ‘High Church’ clergy valued the idea of being
spiritually directed. But | have come to see the huge value of
spiritual direction for anyone who wants to understand how God’s
Spirit is at work in their lives. And this can be the desire of every
Christian!

So what is Spiritual Direction? Here is a definition offered by
‘Spiritual Directors International’:

“Spiritual Direction means companionship with another person
through which the Holy One shines with wisdom, encouragement,
and discernment”. So what is it's practical purpose?
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Prayer points
Youth and Children’s work
The new team at Ncounter
Recognition of the Partnership Constitution

Contact information

The Partnership office is open on Wednesday and Thursday from
9:30am-11:30am and on Friday from 1:30 pm until 3:30 pm.
The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is:

The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.

For items for the next edition of Partnership news please
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no laterth  an 16™
September.
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SWINDON GARDEN SHOW

5 — 7 September at Stanton Park,
10am — 5pm Friday/Saturday 10am — 4.30pm Sunday

Fabulous show gardens

Arts and Crafts Pavilion

Health & Well Being Pavilion

Schools Scarecrow Competition
Refreshments & Pimms® Bar
Exhibitors

GREAT DAY OUT FOR THE FAMILY

Advance Tickets £5.00

From: Age Concern Swindon, 1 Milton Road, Swindon or Swindon
Information Centre, Regent St. Swindon or TELEPHONE
BOOKINGS 01793 530328

Gate entry £6; Concessions £1 off all tickets over 60 : children /
wheelchairs free

www.swindongardenshow.co.uk

RAISING MONEY FOR AGE CONCERN SWINDON

With thanks to our sponsors:

Warm Space Insulation : Blunsdon House Hotel : Lemon & Co
Honda of the UK : Deacon & Son : Swindon Borough Council
Swindon Advertiser : Gillian Blackwood Garden Design : Stanton
House Hotel

75%o0f the profits from this show will go to Age Concern Swindon

Registered Charity No.800056 with 25% to the organizer, Jacquie
Sheppard
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1) To help others recognise and listen to what God is saying
or doing in their life

2) To help others deepen their relationship with God who is
both outside and inside them

3) To help others to discover new paths of spirituality from
modern and ancient traditions

4) To help others live out their discernment & insights in daily
discipleship.

One of the many aids to a deeper spirituality (ie walk with God)
has been provided by the use of the “Examen”. This is a way to
review the day with God in a disciplined way (which | need!). It
involves the following ingredients. Try it out — it needn’t take more
than 10 minutes if time is short!:
A) Be still and relaxed, in a quiet place. Ask God: “Lord, let
my whole being be directed to your praise and service”.
B) Let the day play back to you in any order. Look first at the
pleasurable moments of the day. Thank God for these as
His gift to you in love.
C) Pray for enlightenment: “Lord that | may see”. Consider
your moods and emotions of the day without judging them.
Ask: “Are my desires directed towards God’s kingdom?”
D) Be honest about those times of ‘desolation’, for moments
when feel you've moved away from the promptings of
God’s Spirit. Express sorrow and ask God'’s forgiveness.
E) Ask God'’s guidance for the next day and the future. Entrust
yourself to God’s goodness. Ask for the Spirit to reveal
how you might be a source of blessing into other’s lives.

If you want to know more about Spiritual Direction, then get in
touch! And look out for the meetings of the Partnership Reflective
Prayer Group (September 24™ & October 23™), and our
Partnership ‘Day of Reflection’, which will be on November 22".

Stephen Skinner
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Dates for your diary

LN
BUINGHH

Enjoy a time of meeting friends over lunch at Toothill church from
12 noon
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY
September 9th
October 14th
November 11th
December 9th

Worship Evening at All Saints
Wednesday 24th September at 7:30pm

Partnership Reflective Prayer Group

If you are interested in attending when you are available then

please reserve in your diaries. If not, and want to come off this
mailing list, then please let me know. Please feel free to invite
others also, including from other churches or nonel.

The aim is to provide opportunities to pray in more experimental
and generally relaxing ways. Using maybe music, art, visual aids,
exercises, simulation, silence, meditation, scripture.

Each session will be led by different people.
The venue will vary also, and be notified nearer the time.

The dates: Wednesday 24" September 7.30pm

Thursday 23" October 7.30pm
Saturday 22" November (Quiet Day )
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“The Estates and The State”
National Estate Churches Network Conferences 2008
What is Government policy for our forgotten estates?
Does the Government really want to engage with local churches?
Does the Church need to engage with the Government?
And how about us who live and work, laugh and weep for our
estates?

Find out about:

_ How you can make a positive impact on the Estate you serve....

_ Effective estate projects — examples and stories...

_ The Struggles and Challenges (and the solutions we use...)

With:

_ Funding and Policy News

_ The Skills Exchange

_ New ideas & theological reflection

_ Space to think — and eat

_ Time for networking

Speakers in conversation:

_alocal or national government speaker

__alocal or national church speaker

__atheological reflector

Venue andT ime:

_ St Andrew’s Church Centre, Avonmouth, Bristol, BS11 9FE

_10.00am - 4pm

Hosted By Bishop Laurie Green Chairman
Organised by National Estate Churches Network with CUF
Xchange

Cost: £10.00

Booking co-ordinator: Vena Prater,Churches Council for Industry
and Social Responsibility, 162 Pennywell Road, Bristol, BS5 0TX
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Other Local Events

STREET PASTORS SWINDON

invites you to an open day to hear a report on what God has been
doing through Street Pastors in Swindon since its inception in
September 07 and a chance to hear about future plans.

There are two opportunities, both on Tuesday 15th July, either at
1230-1430 or at 1900-2100

These are to be held at St John's Church, Whitbourne Ave, Park
North SN3 2LG

The 1230 opportunity will include a buffet lunch. The 1900
opportunity will include cheese and wine

There is no charge for this event, but we do need to know if you
are coming, so please book yourself a place on either of the
above opportunities by emailing swindon@streetpastors.org.uk or
phoning either Paul Rush on 01793 872853 or St John's Church
Office on 01793 574924

Friday 26 " September The Knicker Lady is coming to St Marks
Church, Church Place Swindon at 7.30pm. Do not miss this
opportunity of watching this show which has been described as a
“hilarious romp through the history of the humble kn icker”
Tickets £10.00 (concessions £7.00) Advance sales Helen Watt or
on the door on the night.
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Children’s Worker Training

Sat Nov 29" 9.30 -12.30

On Saturday morning 29" November from 9.30-12.30 there will be
a session on ‘Creative Communications’ . This is essentially an
ideas/ training session for any involved in children’s or all age
meetings. He is a very dynamic and innovative person and we
look forward to having his input.. (this session is adults only — if
you would like us to try to organise a ‘creche’ so you can come
then please let Anne know. ) Please take a flyer and book your
place with Tricia Roberts (Tudor’s wife )— Cost £5

See http://www.johnhardwick.org.uk/  for more information
about him and what he does.

Primary Age Praise Party

Sat Nov 29 3.30 — 5pm

In the afternoon he is in action again with a praise party for the
children.. This is a free event aimed at children aged 5-11, who
must be accompanied by a responsible adult. He is great fun, but
brings through that a very thought provoking message using
song, puppets, and many other interactive skills.

No charge... but all children must be accompanied by a
responsible adult.

Further information on posters and flyers can be downloaded from
http://wswinlyd.org.uk/youth/JohnHardwick/

Sunday Nov 30 ™
John Hardwick will lead the Partnership Service at Shaw
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Church Services in the Partnership

Church Services in the Partnership

All Saints, Lydiard Millicent Holy Trinity Shaw
Date Time Form Date Time Form
7" September 8:00am Communion 7" September 10:30am Family Communion
10:30am Morning Service 14" September 10:30am Morning Service
14™ September 8:00am Communion Prayer Book 21 September 10:30am Communion
10:30am Communion 28" September 10:30am Family Service
21 September 8:00am Communion
10:30am All age worship
28"™ September 8:00am Communion Prayer Book
10:30am Morning Service
6:30pm Evening Worship Toothill
Date Time Form
7" September 10:30am Morning Service
St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 14:: September 10:30am Communion
Date Time Form 21th September 10:30am Famll_y Serwc_e
7™ September 10:00am Morning service 28" September 10:30am_ Mornl_ng Service
6:30pm Partnership Communion Please note the changed time of services!!
14™ September 10:00am Communion
6:30pm Evening Service Prayer
book
21°' September 10:00am Harvest Festival
6:30pm Communion Prayer Book
28" September 10:00am Communion D . Westlea
- . ate Time Form
6:30pm Songs of Praise 7™ September 10:00am Communion
. . 14™ September 10:00am Family service
PtharmerSh'p Communion , , 21° September 10:00am Morning Service
7" September 6:30pm at St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 28" September 10-00am Swap service
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There is no charge for this event, but we do need to know if you
are coming, so please book yourself a place on either of the
above opportunities by emailing swindon@streetpastors.org.uk or
phoning either Paul Rush on 01793 872853 or St John's Church
Office on 01793 574924

Friday 26 " September The Knicker Lady is coming to St Marks
Church, Church Place Swindon at 7.30pm. Do not miss this
opportunity of watching this show which has been described as a
“hilarious romp through the history of the humble kn icker”
Tickets £10.00 (concessions £7.00) Advance sales Helen Watt or
on the door on the night.
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Children’s Worker Training

Sat Nov 29" 9.30 -12.30

On Saturday morning 29" November from 9.30-12.30 there will be
a session on ‘Creative Communications’ . This is essentially an
ideas/ training session for any involved in children’s or all age
meetings. He is a very dynamic and innovative person and we
look forward to having his input.. (this session is adults only — if
you would like us to try to organise a ‘creche’ so you can come
then please let Anne know. ) Please take a flyer and book your
place with Tricia Roberts (Tudor’s wife )— Cost £5

See http://www.johnhardwick.org.uk/  for more information
about him and what he does.

Primary Age Praise Party

Sat Nov 29 3.30 — 5pm

In the afternoon he is in action again with a praise party for the
children.. This is a free event aimed at children aged 5-11, who
must be accompanied by a responsible adult. He is great fun, but
brings through that a very thought provoking message using
song, puppets, and many other interactive skills.

No charge... but all children must be accompanied by a
responsible adult.

Further information on posters and flyers can be downloaded from
http://wswinlyd.org.uk/youth/JohnHardwick/

Sunday Nov 30 ™
John Hardwick will lead the Partnership Service at Shaw
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Church Services in the Partnership

Church Services in the Partnership

All Saints, Lydiard Millicent Holy Trinity Shaw
Date Time Form Date Time Form
7" September 8:00am Communion 7" September 10:30am Family Communion
10:30am Morning Service 14" September 10:30am Morning Service
14™ September 8:00am Communion Prayer Book 21 September 10:30am Communion
10:30am Communion 28" September 10:30am Family Service
21 September 8:00am Communion
10:30am All age worship
28"™ September 8:00am Communion Prayer Book
10:30am Morning Service
6:30pm Evening Worship Toothill
Date Time Form
7" September 10:30am Morning Service
St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 14:: September 10:30am Communion
Date Time Form 21th September 10:30am Famll_y Serwc_e
7™ September 10:00am Morning service 28" September 10:30am_ Mornl_ng Service
6:30pm Partnership Communion Please note the changed time of services!!
14™ September 10:00am Communion
6:30pm Evening Service Prayer
book
21°' September 10:00am Harvest Festival
6:30pm Communion Prayer Book
28" September 10:00am Communion D . Westlea
- . ate Time Form
6:30pm Songs of Praise 7™ September 10:00am Communion
. . 14™ September 10:00am Family service
PtharmerSh'p Communion , , 21° September 10:00am Morning Service
7" September 6:30pm at St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 28" September 10-00am Swap service
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The Partnership of West Swindon and the Lydiards
Baptist ® Church of England ¢ Methodist  United Reformed Church



Some but not all of you will know that | have just completed the
first of two years on a training course to become a Spiritual
Director. It is being run by the Gloucestershire Spirituality
Network. There are 15 of us on the course, but | am the only
man!! Needless to say, | am enjoying the course greatly, and
keenly anticipating Year 2, which begins in September.

A typical Wednesday meeting consists of the following timetable:
9.45: Arrival and coffee.

10.15: Worship time, led by different course members.

10.45: Time of quiet reflection upon the worship experience.
11am: Open sharing of how we experienced the presence of the
Lord in the worship.

11.20: More coffee!

11.30: Teaching input on some aspect of Spiritual Direction led
by our tutors or a guest speaker.

12.45: Lunch

1.30pm: Tutorial Groups to share learning, progress and
guestions.

2pm: Triad Groups to practice the skills of Spiritual Direction.
2.50: Closing Prayers and Worship

3pm: Home!

There is a lot of needless mystique around the phrase “Spiritual
Director” — so what is this all about? | used to think that only
Roman Catholic or ‘High Church’ clergy valued the idea of being
spiritually directed. But | have come to see the huge value of
spiritual direction for anyone who wants to understand how God’s
Spirit is at work in their lives. And this can be the desire of every
Christian!

So what is Spiritual Direction? Here is a definition offered by
‘Spiritual Directors International’:

“Spiritual Direction means companionship with another person
through which the Holy One shines with wisdom, encouragement,
and discernment”. So what is it's practical purpose?
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Prayer points
Youth and Children’s work
The new team at Ncounter
Recognition of the Partnership Constitution

Contact information

The Partnership office is open on Wednesday and Thursday from
9:30am-11:30am and on Friday from 1:30 pm until 3:30 pm.
The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is:

The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.

For items for the next edition of Partnership news please
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no laterth  an 16™
September.
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SWINDON GARDEN SHOW

5 — 7 September at Stanton Park,
10am — 5pm Friday/Saturday 10am — 4.30pm Sunday

Fabulous show gardens

Arts and Crafts Pavilion

Health & Well Being Pavilion

Schools Scarecrow Competition
Refreshments & Pimms® Bar
Exhibitors

GREAT DAY OUT FOR THE FAMILY

Advance Tickets £5.00

From: Age Concern Swindon, 1 Milton Road, Swindon or Swindon
Information Centre, Regent St. Swindon or TELEPHONE
BOOKINGS 01793 530328

Gate entry £6; Concessions £1 off all tickets over 60 : children /
wheelchairs free

www.swindongardenshow.co.uk

RAISING MONEY FOR AGE CONCERN SWINDON

With thanks to our sponsors:

Warm Space Insulation : Blunsdon House Hotel : Lemon & Co
Honda of the UK : Deacon & Son : Swindon Borough Council
Swindon Advertiser : Gillian Blackwood Garden Design : Stanton
House Hotel

75%o0f the profits from this show will go to Age Concern Swindon

Registered Charity No.800056 with 25% to the organizer, Jacquie
Sheppard
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1) To help others recognise and listen to what God is saying
or doing in their life

2) To help others deepen their relationship with God who is
both outside and inside them

3) To help others to discover new paths of spirituality from
modern and ancient traditions

4) To help others live out their discernment & insights in daily
discipleship.

One of the many aids to a deeper spirituality (ie walk with God)
has been provided by the use of the “Examen”. This is a way to
review the day with God in a disciplined way (which | need!). It
involves the following ingredients. Try it out — it needn’t take more
than 10 minutes if time is short!:
A) Be still and relaxed, in a quiet place. Ask God: “Lord, let
my whole being be directed to your praise and service”.
B) Let the day play back to you in any order. Look first at the
pleasurable moments of the day. Thank God for these as
His gift to you in love.
C) Pray for enlightenment: “Lord that | may see”. Consider
your moods and emotions of the day without judging them.
Ask: “Are my desires directed towards God’s kingdom?”
D) Be honest about those times of ‘desolation’, for moments
when feel you've moved away from the promptings of
God’s Spirit. Express sorrow and ask God'’s forgiveness.
E) Ask God'’s guidance for the next day and the future. Entrust
yourself to God’s goodness. Ask for the Spirit to reveal
how you might be a source of blessing into other’s lives.

If you want to know more about Spiritual Direction, then get in
touch! And look out for the meetings of the Partnership Reflective
Prayer Group (September 24™ & October 23™), and our
Partnership ‘Day of Reflection’, which will be on November 22".

Stephen Skinner
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Dates for your diary

LN
BUINGHH

Enjoy a time of meeting friends over lunch at Toothill church from
12 noon
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY
September 9th
October 14th
November 11th
December 9th

Worship Evening at All Saints
Wednesday 24th September at 7:30pm

Partnership Reflective Prayer Group

If you are interested in attending when you are available then

please reserve in your diaries. If not, and want to come off this
mailing list, then please let me know. Please feel free to invite
others also, including from other churches or nonel.

The aim is to provide opportunities to pray in more experimental
and generally relaxing ways. Using maybe music, art, visual aids,
exercises, simulation, silence, meditation, scripture.

Each session will be led by different people.
The venue will vary also, and be notified nearer the time.

The dates: Wednesday 24" September 7.30pm

Thursday 23" October 7.30pm
Saturday 22" November (Quiet Day )
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“The Estates and The State”
National Estate Churches Network Conferences 2008
What is Government policy for our forgotten estates?
Does the Government really want to engage with local churches?
Does the Church need to engage with the Government?
And how about us who live and work, laugh and weep for our
estates?

Find out about:

_ How you can make a positive impact on the Estate you serve....

_ Effective estate projects — examples and stories...

_ The Struggles and Challenges (and the solutions we use...)

With:

_ Funding and Policy News

_ The Skills Exchange

_ New ideas & theological reflection

_ Space to think — and eat

_ Time for networking

Speakers in conversation:

_alocal or national government speaker

__alocal or national church speaker

__atheological reflector

Venue andT ime:

_ St Andrew’s Church Centre, Avonmouth, Bristol, BS11 9FE

_10.00am - 4pm

Hosted By Bishop Laurie Green Chairman
Organised by National Estate Churches Network with CUF
Xchange

Cost: £10.00

Booking co-ordinator: Vena Prater,Churches Council for Industry
and Social Responsibility, 162 Pennywell Road, Bristol, BS5 0TX
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Other Local Events
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