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2009 goals  
After discussion at the ECC meeting in January we have decided 
to include a lively engagement with the bible as one of our 2009 
goals. 
 
In order to help this process it would be good for us to read the 
same passages from the bible and perhaps even to discuss them 
among ourselves. 
 
So as editor, I would like to suggest that we might like to read the 
first 2 chapters of Mark’s gospel. If anyone has reflections they 
would like to share I will be happy to print them here next month. 
 
Prayer points 

·  Praying together in church and Partnership 
·  Remix and after school club 
·  Volunteer to help with G2G 
·  Our staff team 

 
Contact information 

����
The Partnership office is open on Monday through Friday 1:30pm-
3:30pm. The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is: 
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The address for correspondence is: 
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre, 
SWINDON, SN5 5PY. 
 
For items for the next edition of Partnership news please 
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no later th an 25th 

February. 
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Water Water Everywhere! 
 
Spash,splash “No, don’t get wet in that puddle”. Why is it that all 
children are naturally drawn towards puddles? The entrance to the 
Butts in Lydiard Millicent has had several large puddles for the last 
week as torrential rain has often fallen during the night. In the South 
West some people have experienced their homes being flooded, and 
that must be really hard. 
 
For many people at the time the Bible was written water was a 
valuable resource and often they did not have ENOUGH of it, 
whereas at the moment we often have too much of it.  
 
A number of churches in the Partnership are using some readings 
from Ezekiel during the month of March. In Ezekiel 47 the prophet is 
given a vision of water “coming down from under the south side of 
the temple, south of the altar”. As Ezekiel is led through this ever 
growing stream it becomes a river, and this river is a picture of life. 
There are fruit trees with wonderful fruit and they have leaves that 
heal. The river itself is teeming with all kinds of fish, even the 
marshes are a source of salt. 
 
In a time of so called “credit Crunch” here is a picture of life in all its 
fullness with provision for all. So is this just a dream or a picture of 
heaven, something that’s not attainable in this life? I don’t think so; I 
think that it’s both. God constantly gives us fresh vision for how his 
kingdom on earth can be now, as well as encouraging us with a 
vision of the future when at last evil is banished from the earth. 
 
How do we even get near the reality of seeing Ezekiel’s vision being 
put into action? Maybe part of the key is taking every opportunity we 
have to seek” the life in all its fullness” that Jesus talked about in 
John’s gospel. In worship, in encounter with God and each other in 
small groups, in daring to follow the Spirit’s promptings to bring about 
change this is how we begin to get a hint of the Kingdom of God now 
as well as in the future. But of course to do that we have to get our 
feet wet, now where are my wellies?  

Tudor Roberts 
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Revd Stephen Skinner’s licensing 
Golden Cap team  

3PM  SATURDAY MARCH 14 TH at Charmouth Church. 
 
St. Mary’s are investigating booking a coach, for the 2 ½ to 3 hour 
journey (M4, M5 to Taunton then A 458 to Axminster). 
 
But they need to have an idea of numbers for the supporter’s 
coach as soon as possible! To book right size and get prices. 
 
The aim would be a start at around 8am, to get to Lyme Regis at 
11am. Then to the beach, coffee shops & walking round town and 
up cliffs! 
 
Lunch is available in local pubs cafes etc, then to Charmouth 
itself. 
 
Tea provided afterwards, leave roughly 5.30pm to be home by 
around 8pm. 
 
Please contact TISH VASS for more information and for booking 
places. Cost will depend on numbers. 
 

Partnership Finances 
 
As we move into 2009 there is no doubt that finance will be a 
challenge for all of our churches. Unless the churches are able to 
raise their income levels, which will require generous giving, we 
shall have a very significant shortfall in our funds for 2009. That 
means we shall be unable to do things we want to be able to do. 
I believe that the churches have a pivotal role with communities in 
finding ways to deal with the credit crunch, and we shall look for 
ways to enable effective partnerships with schools, community 

organisations and experts.
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Vacancy for Governor at Oliver Tomkins CE VA Infant  and 
Nursery School   

The role of governor is often described as that of a 'critical friend'.  
School Governors and the Head Teacher are responsible for the 
overall educational, spiritual and financial health of the school. 

This is a voluntary role and you will be required to attend six 
governing body meetings during the year as well as get involved 
in committee sub groups.  If you are over 18 and care about 
children’s education, you could be a governor. 

Excellent training is provided by the Bristol Diocese and Swindon 
Borough Council.  

If you are interested and want to find out more, please contact 
Chair of Governors - Julian White  (St Mary's)  

Or chat to Sue Green or Moira Webster (Holy Trinity Shaw)  

 

Spirituality @ Work 
Saturday 13th June 2009 9.30 am - 4.00 pm 
Day Seminar 
To help equip us for today’s challenges in Christ@Work 
Venue: Lawn Community Centre, 
Guildford Avenue, (off Windsor Road) Swindon, SN3 1LA 
Cost £20 (including lunch and other refreshments) 
Sponsored by Lawn Community Church        www.lawncc.org.uk
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“Emerge” Community Festival at Shaw 
 

On the afternoon and evening of May 16th our young people are 
to hold, with the full involvement of adults, a major community 
festival. This will use Holy trinity Shaw as its basic venue, but 
hopefully spread out into the grassy area behind the church and 
shopping mall area too! The aim is for fun activities with music, 
dance, drama, puppets, food, & games. The afternoon more 
geared towards younger people and families. The evening more 
towards secondary age youth, with a concert by “Collective”. 
Contact Claire Camm for more information. 
 

Partnership Lent Course  “Better Together” 
 
Monday evenings from 2nd March until 6th April 7:30pm – 9pm 
2nd March is at All Saints Lydiard Millicent 
The rest are at Toothill Church 
Subjects are: 

·  Family relationships 
·  Relationships within the church 
·  Relating to strangers 
·  Broken relationships 
·  Our relationship with God 

 
 

Remix youth group  
There is a great need for additional help on Tuesday evenings 
particularly from men. If you are interested please contact Claire 
Camm or any of the ministers. Very rewarding work with young 
people from a variety of backgrounds aged from about 11-15. 
 

G2G group  
This group will have to cease unless a lady is willing to attend the 
sessions. No qualifications needed just a willingness to attend. 
The group is for young people to discover more about their faith. 
Currently they meet on Sunday evenings twice a month. For more 
details please contact Dave Carter 
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Dates for your diary 

 

�
Enjoy a time of meeting friends over lunch at Toothill church from 

12 noon 
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY 

February 10th 
March 10th 

�

Partnership reflective prayer group 
 
Two further gatherings of the Partnership Reflective Prayer Group 
have been planned. 
 
They are both at 8pm, at The Rectory: 
Tuesday 27th January:  Led by Jan Partridge 
Monday 16th February:  Led by Stephen and Jane Skinner 
 
 

Leaving celebration for Stephen & Jane 
Sunday 1 st March 4pm at Toothill Church 
 
Please come and give them a great send-off and to thank them 
for all that they have done in the Partnership over the last 6 years. 
 
Please bring along some finger food for tea (sandwiches, cakes, 
biscuits) to share with others. Drinks will be provided. 
 
We shall end with a short act of worship and prayers for Stephen 
& Jane. 
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Other Local Events 
 
The next Healing and Wholeness service at Highworth Methodist 
Church will be on Thursday 12th March 2009.  
It will be at 7.45 and John Wiltshire will lead 
 
 

 
 

First meeting 
Friday 6th February 2009 

7.30pm 
Stratton Green Baptist 

Swindon Road 
 

This is a worship meeting to which the church in Swindon is 
invited to come and participate. The focus will be Jesus Christ and 

to lift Him up on our praises. 
To draw near to God so that He may draw near to us. 
To be open to new ways and expressions of worship. 

 
There will be no official end time for the meeting and no agenda 

so as to give the Holy Spirit complete freedom to lead 
 

The meetings will be held on a weekly basis to start with 
 
 

With Love from …….ENCORE 
At Bath Road Methodist Church 
Thursday 12 February 2009 7:30 pm 
Ticket Cost £5 
All proceeds to go to The Willows Counselling Service 
Tickets available from Willows office 706646 (dayti me) 
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 Future events in the Partnership  
 

Partnership Annual Meeting  
Wednesday 18th March at 7:30pm 
 
The Annual meeting of the Partnership will take place on 18th 
March, where we shall reflect on the year that has just past and 
celebrate our achievements. 
We shall also look forward to 2009-10 with new goals for the 
Partnership. Please keep the date free, and watch out for further 
information next month. 
 
 

Partnership Covenant Service  
Sunday 29th March 10:15am Holy Trinity Shaw 
 
Our usual 5th Sunday arrangement of coming together will be 
extra special in March as we shall celebrate the completion of our 
new constitution and will have it signed by representatives of 
churches and denominations. 
But more important there is an enthusiastic team working with 
Anne Carter to devise an interesting worship time at which we 
shall celebrate our unity as a partnership. 
So please keep the morning free, and come along for some great 
worship and celebration. 

Efficient  
First lady: "My husband is an efficiency expert in a large office." 

Second lady: "What does he do?" 
First lady: "Well, if we women did it, they'd call it nagging." 

Be my Valentine  
Young man: "Do you love me?" 

Young lady: "Yes." 
Young man: "But can you live on my income?" 

Young lady: "Certainly. Though - what will you live on?" 

 Page 5 of 12 

 

DANCE NIGHT! 
Come and dance to the live music provided by “The T ime is 
Tight!” Trio. Or just come to listen to excellent m usic. 
Jazz,’60’s, and all sorts! Some line dancing too. 

Open to all ages. 
 

14TH FEBRUARY 09, VALENTINE’S DAY. 
HOLY TRINITY SHAW. 

EVERYBODY WELCOME. 
Begins 7 p.m. and ends 9:30 p.m. 

Bring and share finger food. 
 
No charge, but donations requested to cover hire costs, and raise 
funds for St. Mary’s Conservation Project. So be generous please! 
We’ll run a raffle, which will be drawn towards the end of the 
evening. 

LET’S HAVE FUN IN GLOOMY TIMES! 
SO, COME ALONG, ONE AND ALL! 

 
Partnership Secretary 

We are pleased that Lesley Franklin has agreed to take over as 
Partnership Secretary taking over from Jane Skinner. Grateful 
thanks to Lesley. 
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Church Services in the Partnership  

 
All Saints, Lydiard Millicent ����

Date Time Form 
1st February 8:00am Communion 
 10:30am Morning Service 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
8th February 8:00am Communion Prayer Book 
 10:30am Communion 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 
15th February 8:00am Communion 

 10:30am All age worship 
 6:30pm Communion 
22nd February 8:00am Communion Prayer Book 
 10:30am Communion 
 6:30pm Evening Worship 

 
 

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze 
Date Time Form 
1st February 10:00am Morning service  
 6:30pm Partnership Communion 
8th February 10:00am Communion 
 3pm Oliver Tomkins 
15th February 10:00am  Family service 

 6:30pm Communion Prayer Book 
22nd February 10:00am Communion 
 6:30pm Songs of Praise 

 
Sin 

A young minister, serving his first church, noticed that one of his flock had been 
absent from services several Sundays in a row, so he decided to see her and ask the 

reason. The old woman shook her head and looked at him pityingly. "Son," she 
said, "you can't help me. You are not old enough to have sinned enough to have 

repented enough to be able to preach about it."�
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Church Services in the Partnership 
 

Holy Trinity Shaw 
Date Time Form 
1st February 10:30am Communion Service 
8th February 10:30am Morning worship 
15th February 10:30am Family Communion Service 
22nd February 10:30am Communion 

 
 

Toothill 
Date Time Form 
1st February 10:30am Family service 
8th February 10:30am Communion 
15th February 10:30am Family service 
22nd February 10:30am Family service 

 
 
 

Westlea 
Date Time Form 
1st February 10:00am Communion  
8th February 10:00am Family service 
15th February 10:00am Morning Service 
22nd February 10:00am Swap service 
 

 

Manner of speaking  
"Are your father and your mother in?" asked the vicar when the 

small boy opened the door. 
"They was in," said the youngster. "But they is out." 

"'They was in . They is out.' Where's your grammar, young man?" 
"She's gone upstairs, for a nap." 


