Bible reading

Suggested that we continue to read Mark’s gospel and the next 3
chapters, that is chapters 3-5.

Prayer points
-+ Our Church and ECC Annual Meetings
Stephen and Jane as they move to the South
Coast and new challenges
Praying together in Lent
Our Lent courses
Our call to Unity service
Our staff team

Contact information

The Partnership office is open on Monday through Friday 1:30pm-
3:30pm. The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is:

The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.

For items for the next edition of Partnership news please
send them to the office or to Dick Gray no laterth  an 25'
March.
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Self Assessment doesn’t have to be taxing

I've been trying to assess our progress as a partnership for our
annual report. You can all have your say.

As Christians we have 4 unavoidable imperatives, against which
we must judge ourselves.

1. Great commission — “Go and make disciples of all nations”
(Matt 28v19)

2. Jesus “New command” (John 13v34) - “Love one another”

3. Jesus 2 commandments (Mark 12vv30-32) — Love God...

4. and “Love your neighbour”

“The world” has other criteria by which we are judged.
Reputation — do people think we are worthwhile, do we make a
difference.
Good works — our charitable status will depend partly on
demonstrating that we benefit others, not ourselves.

They are linked — aren’t they both re-statements of the “Love your
neighbour” command?

This is the time for self assessment, and actually I'm finding it
quite taxing. | need your help. If you have comments or simply
disagree, please let me know before our AGM.

From my viewpoint | would say

1. We are holding our own making disciples, but could do better.
| think | know a reason, and will explain in a moment.

2. Our social programme is a key part of loving one another — its
the befriending that’s the start. We're doing well, but could get
more involved. If you've not been along to a partnership social
in another church, please do. If you have already, splendid;
bring a friend next time.

3. As brothers and sisters in community we are called to
encourage, challenge and teach one another to love God
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We want to send you to Coventry

As part of our climate change campaign, Countdown to
Copenhagen, we are organising a Day of Action in Coventry on
19 March (12 - 4.30pm) and there will be a coach from the West
to take you there (see below details).

The day will begin with a joint service with CAFOD in Coventry
Cathedral. The programme includes a keynote speech from
renowned NASA scientist James Hansen; plus drama, music and
a chance to take action to combat climate change. Then join us
for a parade in the city centre with the Stop Climate Chaos
coalition; with theatre, song and costume.

Finally, the coach will take you to the head office of E.ON, who
are proposing to build the Kingsnorth coal-fired power station,
where we can say 'NO to new coal'.

* Coventry Cathedral (Joint service with CAFOD) Get your free
tickets NOW from the West office (see below).

* Stop Climate Chaos parade in the city centre.

**NO to coal’ lobby at E.ON head office.

Join other campaigners from the West on our coach from:

M5 Junction 12

Blooms Garden Centre, Bath Road, Haresfield, Gloucester GL10
3DP. Depart: 9.30am. Seats £10, concessions £5.

To book contact the West office: 01454 415 923 or
west@christian-aid.org

If you or any of your contacts would be interested in coming, but
might want to make your own way there please do still let us know
as places for the Cathedral event are ticketed (but free), we just
need to know numbers.

Martin Parkes Initiatives Co-ordinator 01454 415923

Christian Aid West Unit 57 High Street Thornbury Bristol
BS35 2AP
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FLAME FM
The snow’s disappearing, spring is on its way and so is our next
FLAME FM!!l Yes, number 5!

We shall be running from 4™ — 315" May 2009 but from different
premises.

We need Presenters, Technicians and Duty Managers. We also
need pre-recorded services from lots of Churches. (See below for
a bit more info) Plus, if you know of any concerts etc going on in
your Churches by groups who might like to be broadcast we can
try and arrange recording of the concert to then use on air.

Please get in touch with Barbara Aftelak with your offers of any/all
of the above!

Please publicise and encourage folk to get involved.

Revd Stephen Skinner’s licensing

Golden Cap team
3PM SATURDAY MARCH 14 ™ at Charmouth Church.

St. Mary’s have booked a coach, for the 2 %2 to 3 hour
journey (M4, M5 to Taunton then A 458 to Axminster).

The aim would be a start at around 8am, to get to Lyme Regis at
11am. Then to the beach, coffee shops & walking round town and
up cliffs! Lunch is available in local pubs cafes etc, then to
Charmouth itself.

Tea provided afterwards, leave roughly 5.30pm to be home by

around 8pm. Please contact TISH VASS for more information and
for booking places. Cost will depend on numbers.
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more. Corporate worship we do well. There is always room to
explore new forms, new songs...

. Loving our neighbours, is the way our world judges us, the

main reason people are attracted to our communities and
often the only reason people stay around long enough to hear
the gospel. We need to get this right.

| think we are all very good at quietly helping in our
communities, working for charities, governing schools, doing
jobs for the elderly, working to conserve our environment and
make the world a better place.

Here’s my taxing problem. The wider world doesn’t hear much
about it. Our brothers and sisters in the next pew don’t hear
about what we do. Let’'s make more of this by telling our
stories and sharing the opportunities we see. If you are a
school governor, work for a charitable organisation, raise
funds, work for a worthy organisation or have a personal
cause you believe in. Let me know.

If you see needs, talk to your church committee or leadership
team in the first instance, and let Dick and | know (for publicity)

Its all very well God working through us as individuals, but
think how much more we could do together. | hear a lot about
needs in society, one could expect the church to address.
Often we can’t because we can't find interested people with
the time. The world has expectations of us that we are not
always fulfilling. If opportunities are given, to get involved in
uncomfortable community service, please consider it carefully.

If we don’t do this, we will continue to struggle make disciples
of all nations. Please help

Chris Scarisbrick
A senior moment
| made a list.

| checked it twice.
| left it at home.
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10.15 am at Holy Trinity, Shaw

Our Partnership Service
on 29" March will be
A Celebration of Our Call to Unity

Join us as we covenant to:
‘BE the People of God
and
EXTEND the Kingdom of God
throughout
West Swindon and The Lydiards’

This will be a service suitable for all ages, and will
include:
Music led by a group from across the churches;
Drama and DVD
Stories and Scriptures
Sharing (and baking) bread together
Prayers
The signing of the Partnership Constitution that has
recently been agreed by all four of our denominations —
by regional representatives from all those
denominations, as well as lay people and staff from all
our churches.
Covenanting together — see words on next page
Concluding with Coffee and Cake
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ISR

is holding a seminar on

The CIIIII‘CIIBS' RBS-IIOIISG
to the Recession

on
Saturday 14 ™ March 2009

From 10am to 1pm at
The Pilgrim Centre

Open to anyone concerned with our community
To register: please contact:
ISR, The Pilgrim Centre, Regent Circus, Swindon SN1 1PX
Tel: 01793 491454 / isrswindon@btconnect.com

kkkkkkkkk

The cost of The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals

*kkkkkkkk

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your
husbands

*kkkkkkkk

Driver on a tight budget: "l need three litres of petrol and a cup of
oil, please."
Garage: "And shall | cough into the tyres, sir?"
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FIVE SIDES of a CIRCLE:
eventually the four Gospel writers meet

Many of the congregation of Christ Church will remember the
performance of Neville Boundy’s first play, FATHER & SON: SON
& FATHER — conversations between Jesus ad his Father,
beginning with The Baptism Afterwards several people expressed
the hope that his second play, FIVE SIDES of a CIRCLE:
eventually the four Gospel writers meet might also be performed
in Christ Church.

On the Saturday evening before Palm Sunday, at 7.00pm, it will
be, with an opportunity to mingle with the cast, director and author
afterwards.

In FIVES SIDES, Timothy, a new, young disciple with an anxious
and enquiring mind, makes important and revealing visits to the
four Gospel writers. On his journey he discovers separately much
about why each of them wrote, who they wrote for, and something
of what they thought of each other. Having revealed important
and creative differences, uniquely he persuades them all to meet
together. The lively discussion and argument (over their still
relevant, important variations for us today) forms the second half
of this highly significant, helpful and inspiring play.

The play was performed for a week in 2005 and again in 2006 at
the Tobacco Factory Theatre in Bristol, again provoking much
lively discussion and appreciation. As one non believer said,

“Now I've seen your play | must go home and read Mark’s Gospel:

I'm sure we've a Bible in the house, somewhere!”

Ticket/Programmes for unnumbered pew places can be bought
for £5 (concessions available) from the Parish Office, 36,
Cricklade Street, Old Town; further information can be gleaned
from the Revd. Simon Stevenette, The Vicarage, 26, Cricklade
Street, Old Town.
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Our Covenant Promise

We ask you to reflect on these words in the days that lead up to
this service, so that together we can say them with integrity

‘We, the members of the West Swindon & The
Lydiards Church Partnership, reflecting the traditions
of the Anglican, Baptist, Methodist and United
Reformed Churches, agree to the following
Covenant :

We affirm our common faith in God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, according to the Old and New
Testaments, and as expressed in the Apostles and
Nicene Creeds. We rejoice in the wide variety of our
Christian heritage, and thank God for the
opportunities He gives us to grow together. Believing
we are called by God to serve Him in the world, we
commit ourselves to that calling - to

‘BE the People of God and EXTEND the Kingdom of
God throughout West Swindon & The Lydiards.’

We are asking each church to bring a large loaf of bread, which
will be shared amongst us during the service as we focus on
God’s Call to share our resources; as individuals and as churches
with each other. Each church may want simply to choose a loaf
you like, or you may want to consider a specific loaf that might say
something about your congregation — that’s food for thought! — but
we leave it up to each church and its leaders to decide this and
bring JUST ONE LOAF for each church.
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“Emerge” Community Festival at Shaw

On the afternoon and evening of May 16™ our young people are
to hold, with the full involvement of adults, a major community
festival. Contact Claire Camm for more information.

Partnership Lent Course “Better Together”

Monday evenings from 2" March until 6™ April 7:30pm — 9pm
2" March is at All Saints Lydiard Millicent
The rest are at Toothill Church
Subjects are:
- Family relationships

Relationships within the church

Relating to strangers

Broken relationships

Our relationship with God

Help needed

The Schools Out Club based at Shaw Church (part of the emerge
youth programme) has received funding for running and capital
costs from local company, npower. The young people and leaders
would like to use some of this money to refurbish the ‘youth room’
downstairs. This room is used also by Remix and G2G youth
groups, as well as for other church meetings and functions.

Young people are being fully involved in design and some of the
work itself; we do, however, need some skilled adult help to
decorate and would like to start this on Monday 16™ February, half
term week, when there will be no children’s/youth groups
happening.

Please contact Claire Camm if you can help.

Page 6 of 16

Page 11 of 16



Other Local Events

The next Healing and Wholeness service at Highworth Methodist
Church will be on Thursday 12th March 2009.
It will be at 7.45 and John Wiltshire will lead

" # !
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The Swindon LIFE Group are hosting an evening event at St
Joseph's Catholic College on Friday 3rd Aprilat 7p m. Guests
Martin Foley, Chief Executive of LIFE, Gill Duval, LIFE's In-house
Training Co-ordinator and Dr Carole Collins, a local GP - will tell
us something of their lives and work in the fields of politics, law,
education, counselling and health care in relation to pregnancy,
abortion and related issues of justice and peace. There will be an
opportunity for questions form the audience. Tickets £5 from your
parish LIFE representative or from Marguerite Holliday. Please do
support this event and come prepared to enjoy a really great
evening at the same time as tuning in to this vital issue.

Wherever there is genuine faith it must blossom into works. -
Joseph B Mayor

Too often we forget to thank God for answered prayer. Praise is
the proper punctuation mark for an answered prayer. - Anon
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Dates for your diary

Lunch Bunch
Enjoy a time of meeting friends over lunch at Toothill church from
12 noon
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY

March 10"

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 6™ March 7:30pm St Mary's Church
“In Christ there are many members yet one body” prepared by the
Christian Women of Papua New Guinea

Partnership Annual Meeting
Wednesday 18" March at 7:30pm

The Annual meeting of the Partnership will take place on 18"
March, where we shall reflect on the year that has just past and
celebrate our achievements.

We shall also look forward to 2009-10 with new goals for the
Partnership. Please keep the date free, and watch out for further
information next month.

“Dad," said the son, "what is a financial genius?"
"A financial genius," said his harassed father, "is a man who can
earn money faster than his family can spend it."

Professor: “What happens when the human body is immersed in

warm water?”
Student: “The telephone rings.”
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Church Services in the Partnership

Church Services in the Partnership

Holy Trinity Shaw
All Saints, Lydiard Millicent Date Time Form
Date Time Form 1% March 10:30am Family Communion Service
1 March 8:00am Communion 8™ March 10:30am Morning worship
10:30am Morning Service 15" March 10:30am Family Service
6:30pm Evening Worship 22" March 10:30am Communion
8" March 8:00am Communion Prayer Book 29" March 10:30am Partnership Service @
10:30am Communion Holy Trinity Shaw
6:30pm Evening Worship
15™ March 8:00am Communion
10:30am All age worship Toothill
22" March ggggm ggmﬁg:gg Prayer Book Ds?te Time Form -
; . 1> March 10:30am Morning service
19:30am Comr_numon _ 8™ March 10:30am Communion
i 6:30pm Evening Worshlp 15" March 10:30am Family service
29" March 8:00am Commum_on Prayer Book 2oM March 10:30am Family service
10:30am Partner_shlp Service @ 29™ March 10:30am Partnership Service @
Holy Trinity Shaw Holy Trinity Shaw
6:30pm Evening Worship
St Mary's Lydiard Tregoze Westlea
Date Time Form Date Time Form
1% March 10:00am Morning service 15 March 10:00am Communion
8" March 10:00am Communion 8™ March 10:00am Family service
6:30pm Evening worship 15" March 10:00am Morning Service
15™ March 10:00am Family service 521 March 10:00am Swap service
6:30pm Communion Prayer Book 29™ March 10:30am Partnership Service @
22" March 10:00am Communion Holy Trinity Shaw
6:30pm Songs of Praise
29™ March 10:30am Partnership Service @ ok kkkkk
Holy Trinity Shaw
6:30pm Communion Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help
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