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Remembering or forgetting which one is most
helpful?

“Oh just forget it, put it all behind you and move on”. Maybe you
have received such well meant advice after you have had
something bad happen to you. Your friend has naturally wanted
to see you move on, and do new things. Maybe the Bible
supports this advice. Isaiah said “Forget the former things, do
not dwell on the past. See | am doing a new thing” (Isaiah
43:18a) When God forgives us he “forgets” our sin. They are put,
through Christ’s death, as far as the West is from the East. This
is good forgetting; it's a decisive putting off of the past not just
behind us, but behind Christ.

But what about remembering? Why is it good to remember?
November is a time when on All Saints day (1° Nov) we
remember those who have gone before us. St Paul in 1
Thessalonians said “We believe that Jesus died and rose again,
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him”. God tells us to forget our sins once they
are forgiven, but to remember people. Remembering is key in
our faith development. Hebrews 11 has a long list of people we
would do well to remember as they exercised faith in God. Do
you remember the Sunday school teacher that led you to faith in
Christ? Do you remember the friend who first invited you to
Church? It's good to remember in this way.

On Remembrance Sunday we deliberately remember the
sacrifice of the many in global wars. Hopefully we remember
also God's faithfulness at times of hardship. This should spur us
on to pray for things in the news today. If Hitler could be
defeated then so can any modern day evil. It's good to
remember what happened in 1939-45, and let our reflections on
that time effect how we pray for our troops in Afghanistan now.

Nevertheless for some of us we will need to bring things back to
our memory specifically so that we can forgive, lay things down
at the Cross, and move on. Corrie Ten Boom, The Dutch Author,
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"You don't know? You, a Christian man, do not know what is on
the other side?"

The doctor was holding the handle of the door; on the other side
of which came a sound of scratching and whining. He opened
the door and the patient’s spaniel sprang into the room and
leaped on him with an eager show of gladness.

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, "Did you notice your dog?
He's never been in this room before. He didn't know what was
inside. He knew nothing except that his master was here, and
when the door opened he sprang in without fear.

"I know little of what is on the other side of death, but | do know
one thing: | know my Master is there, and that is enough. And
when the door opens, | shall pass through with no fear, but with
gladness.”

Online for Advent: Mary and Joseph — the Road Movie

If you think local nativity plays are charming/hilarious, give
yourself a treat and visit a website called:
www.paperlesschristmas.org.uk. You won't regret it!

Those clever people at Jerusalem Productions and the Bible
Reading Fellowship have brought the story of Mary and Joseph
up to date — and how. This online Advent production certainly
gives the Christmas story a fresh and original makeover.

The Adventures of Mary and Joseph: The Road Movie will run
throughout Advent, and will soon have you hooked. Tell your
friends about it, and spread the poignancy of the old Christmas
story in a fun, funny and thought-provoking way.
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ADVENT Sunday

As November closes, Advent begins. The exact birth-date of
Jesus is not known, but during the 5" century the date of 25
December was chosen to become the Feast of the Nativity, or
Christmas.

By the sixth century, the Christian Church was in the habit of
spending several weeks leading up to Christmas in prayerful,
expectant preparation. The fourth Sunday before Christmas Day
became Advent Sunday. ‘Advent’, of course, means ‘coming’,
or ‘coming in’, and traditionally special candles have been lit,
and more recently, advent calendars used, as the Church
prepares itself for the coming of the Holy Child, the long-awaited
Messiah.

The two wolves

One evening an old hunter told his grandson about what goes on
inside of people. He described it this way: "My son, the battle is
between two wolves inside us all.

“One is Evil. Itis angry, proud, jealous, greedy and arrogant.
The other is Good. It is peaceful, humble, generous, truthful,
merciful and compassionate.”

The grandson thought about it for a minute. "Which wolf wins?"

The old hunter replied simply, "Easy. The one you feed."

The other side of the door

A very sick man visited his doctor in a small rural village. As he
was leaving, he suddenly blurted out: "Doctor, | am afraid to
die. You go to church on Sundays. Tell me what lies on the
other side.”

Very quietly the doctor said, "l don't know."
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had to do that with her Nazi jailors and it was as she forgave that
Jesus set her free into a new time of mission. May we likewise
know how to balance our remembering, our forgiving, and are
moving on with Jesus leading us. A wise friend, or Pastor, a
supportive Home group or people prepared to listen and pray
are often God’s gift to us as we attempt to forgive and step out of
the shadows. James in his letter suggests that this is how a
healthy Church works (James 5:13-19).Maybe it's only then that
we can begin, with the Holy Spirit’s help to put that well meant
advice into practice and truly “forget”.

Tudor Roberts

#3$% &'
Just to let you know they have just counted the retiring collection
from Saturday’s Gospel concert and Westlea Sunday morning
and it was £89.40 for the Philippines and Indonesia Disaster
response.

Mike Dilly

All Saints Peoples Puppets

....will be holding their first meeting at Toothill church on Sunday
8th November starting at 3.00pm until 4.00pm.The purpose is to
look at setting up this voluntary puppet team to work across
Swindon and North Wiltshire. We have sufficient equipment to
start the project and we now need puppeteers and helpers.

This is open to adults and children aged 8 and over.

Come and have fun with the puppets, no strings attached!

RSVP and enquiries to Tudor or 846329
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31° October Light Celebration for everyone

All Saints church, Lydiard Millicent
6pmM-9pm.

Come and Proclaim that Jesus is The Light of the
World with Ncounter’s new band “Becky and friends
leading Worship, Dance and Drama.

BBQ & refreshments & cake
Torchlight treasure hunt

Bell tower challenge

Lantern workshop & Light Procession
Apple bobbing

Toasted marshmallows

Crafts & more!

Try a different road this Halloween!

Harder

Why do we press harder on a remote control whekneo the
batteries are going dead?
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part in a ‘human wave’ of support for action on climate change.
The event comes just ahead of crunch talks at the UN climate
summit in Copenhagen.

The Wave, a carnival-style street procession, will begin at 1pm
from the Embankment in London. It is being organised by the
Stop Climate Chaos Coalition.

The family friendly event is encouraging people to wear blue
clothing and bring blue fabric and banners to create a ‘human
wave’ that will flow along the Thames Embankment towards
Westminster. A finale will take place at 3pm as The Wave
encircles the Houses of Parliament.

The Stop Climate Chaos Coalition represents 11 million
members across 100 UK organisations, from the Women'’s
Institute and RSPB to Christian Aid and Friends of the Earth.

All Saints’ Day

All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the redeemed, known
and unknown, who are now in heaven. When the English
Reformation took place, the number of saints in the calendar
was drastically reduced, with the result that All Saints’ Day stood
out with a prominence that it had never had before.

This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as early as the
5th century, as commemorating ‘the martyrs of the whole world’.
A Northern English 9th century calendar named All Hallows as a
principal feast, and such it has remained. Down the centuries
devotional writers have seen in it the fulfilment of Pentecost and
indeed of Christ’'s redemptive sacrifice and resurrection.

The saints do not belong to any religious tradition, and their lives
and witness to Christ can be appreciated by all Christians.
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thousands of people like yourself. The scheme is simple: OCC
works by taking YOUR gift-filled shoebox — packed and
wrapped, and taken to one of the local drop-off points, and hand-
delivering it to a child in need overseas.

All shoeboxes are given to children in need, with no regard to
their background or beliefs. OCC works with local partners on
the ground to ensure that your gift-filled shoebox is delivered
with integrity and with respect to the local culture.

Where culturally appropriate, our overseas partners will make
available a booklet of Bible stories, which gives a message of
hope and an explanation of the true meaning of Christmas -
God's gift of his son, Jesus.

So if you would like to join the Operation Christmas Child
campaign this year, and send a poor child the only Christmas
present they are likely to get, it's easy. Begin by visiting
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk.

What gifts go best in a shoe box headed abroad? These gifts
are fine..

Toys: Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo,
building blocks, small musical instrument. For boys trucks and
cars, for girls dolls, clip on earrings etc.

Educational supplies: Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil
sharpener, eraser, colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle
book, chalk, pencil case, stickers etc.

Hygiene items: Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair
clips, bar of soap, flannel etc.

Other items: Sweets (sell by date to be at least March of the
following year), gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat, bangles,
necklaces etc.

Make waves for climate change

Thousands of eco-minded Brits are expected to flow through the
streets of London on Saturday 5 December. They will be taking
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LUNCH BUNCH

Join us again for a good lunch,
friendship and fellowship
Second TUESDAY of the month
November 10 "
December 8

Page 5 of 16



SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1°" 2009
3:00 pm at Toothill Church

This is an opportunity for anyone who has lost a friend or relative
to come together to give thanks for their life and to remember
their loved ones, and to give thanks to God for the gift of life in

eternity.

COME AND JOIN WITH US

2 0
SOM.

DID NOAH FISH?

A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did
a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark ?'

'‘No," replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms."
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Highworth Methodist Church
Wednesday 4th November
Starting at 7.45pm

Preacher: John Wiltshire

Refreshments will be served afterwards.

The date for the following service will be on Wednesday 16th
December.
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ZANE project is the Zimbabwean National Emergency Project and it works
specifically with pensioners / the elderly in Zimbabwe.

Operation Christmas Child — it's shoe box time!

There is a child somewhere who is depending on YOU for
his/her Christmas present this year. If you don’t send it, they
won't get it — or anything else, for that matter.

Each year more than a million shoe boxes leave the UK filled
with small gifts for children. Through Operation Christmas Child,
the world’s largest children’s Christmas appeal, more than a
million children in parts of Africa, Central Asia and Eastern
Europe are able to enjoy something of the joys of Christmas.

Operation Christmas Child has now been going for 19 years,
and last year alone sent 1.2 million shoeboxes from the UK. It is
only possible with the amazing support of hundreds of
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Emerge youth project — bulletin 4/10/09

Our West Swindon & Lydiards Youth Outreach EMERGE, has
restarted regular youth sessions after a busy summer with lots of
workshops, trips and camping at Greenbelt. We now have:

Up to 50 young people at Remix on Tuesday nights
12 to15 young people on Monday and on Wednesday at
youth café.

Plus regular schools work.

We would love to see you! We are actively recruiting new
helpers for Remix Tuesday nights and our youth café after
school sessions Monday and Wednesday.

All groups are headed up by Claire Camm, run by the
Partnership and meet at Shaw Church. Anyone aged 18-99 who
can share an interest, play sport, cook, do arts & crafts, play
video games, make drinks, pray, or just sit and talk is welcome
to apply! However much or little time you can offer would be
great.

Please speak to Tudor, Dick, Anne or Claire

UNANSWERED PRAYER

The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father
always paused and bowed his head for a moment before starting
his sermon.

One day, she asked him why.

'‘Well, Honey,' he began, proud that his daughter was so
observant of his messages. 'I'm asking the Lord to help me
preach a good sermon.'

'How come He doesn't answer it?' she asked.
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