
Notes of Deanery Synod Meeting 17/6/08 
 
Presentation on The Harbour Project 
 
The Harbour Project is based at St Luke’s Church, Broadgreen and serves refugees and 
asylum seekers throughout Swindon. It is a charity which is run by volunteers many of whom 
belong to local churches but has also received funding from local government and from SBC. 
Swindon is a dispersal town for refugees and asylum seekers so it acts as a meeting place and 
support network  for a large number of nationalities, at the moment Somalis and Afghanis are 
the main newcomers, but as a whole refugees and asylum seekers  remain a very small 
proportion  of the population and contrary to popular myth they receive only basic support. 
Volunteers who can commit to a minimum of 4 hours per month are always welcome  and I 
know of at least one volunteer from our partnership. 
Knowing that the  Harbour project was started by a concerned group of Christian women it is 
very encouraging to see how it has grown and developed into something that is making a 
significant difference to people’s lives. 
 
 
 
Vulnerable Adults Policy 
 
The diocese recommends  that all churches draw up a policy statement on  the safeguarding 
of vulnerable adults with whom they may have contact, a model policy was provided. I will 
take details of the recommendations to the next ECC meeting who will be asked to draw up 
our own policy statement. Groups of churches like ours will need to appoint an advocate 
(similar to a children’s advocate) to make sure that vulnerable people are looked after in a 
pastorally sensitive way: this could be one person per church or one person for the 
partnership as a whole.  
Like the latest Child Protection policy this is an area of good practice that  the Church 
Leadership Team will be expected to take responsibility for putting into practice. 
 
 
Next meeting 8/7/08 – a diocesan budget consultation meeting       
 
  


