
Annex 2 – Witness readings 

Num 32 vv 1-7 

The Reubenites and Gadites, who had very large herds and flocks, saw that the lands of Jazer 

and Gilead were suitable for livestock. So they came to Moses and Eleazar the priest and to 

the leaders of the community, and said, ‘Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, 

Sebam, Nebo and Beon – the land the LORD subdued before the people of Israel – are 

suitable for livestock, and your servants have livestock.
 
If we have found favour in your 

eyes,’ they said, ‘let this land be given to your servants as our possession. Do not make us 

cross the Jordan.’ 

Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, ‘Should your fellow Israelites go to war while you 

sit here? Why do you discourage the Israelites from crossing over into the land the LORD has 

given them? 

Num 32 vv 16-22 

Then they came up to him and said, ‘We would like to build pens here for our livestock and 

cities for our women and children. But we will arm ourselves for battle and go ahead of the 

Israelites until we have brought them to their place. Meanwhile our women and children will 

live in fortified cities, for protection from the inhabitants of the land. We will not return to 

our homes until each of the Israelites has received their inheritance. We will not receive any 

inheritance with them on the other side of the Jordan, because our inheritance has come to 

us on the east side of the Jordan.’ 

Then Moses said to them, ‘If you will do this – if you will arm yourselves before the LORD for 

battle and if all of you who are armed cross over the Jordan before the LORD until he has 

driven his enemies out before him – then when the land is subdued before the LORD, you 

may return and be free from your obligation to the LORD and to Israel. And this land will be 

your possession before the LORD. 

Joshua 1 vv 11-15 

Joshua ordered the officers of the people:
 
‘Go through the camp and tell the people, “Get 

your provisions ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take 

possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.”’ 

But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, ‘Remember 

the command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you after he said, “The LORD your God 

will give you rest by giving you this land.” Your wives, your children and your livestock may 

stay in the land that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, ready for 

battle, must cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. You are to help them
 
until the LORD 

gives them rest, as he has done for you, and until they too have taken possession of the land 

that the LORD your God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy your own 

land, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you east of the Jordan towards the sunrise.’ 

Joshua 22 vv1-6 

Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh
 
and said 

to them, ‘You have done all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded, and you have 

obeyed me in everything I commanded. For a long time now – to this very day – you have 
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not deserted your fellow Israelites but have carried out the mission the LORD your God gave 

you. Now that the LORD your God has given them rest as he promised, return to your homes 

in the land that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side of the Jordan. But 

be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the LORD 

gave you: to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, to keep his commands, to 

hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.’ 

Then Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their homes. 

v10 

 
When they came to Geliloth near the Jordan in the land of Canaan, the Reubenites, the 

Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an imposing altar there by the Jordan. 

v11-12 

When the Israelites heard that they had built the altar on the border of Canaan at Geliloth 

near the Jordan on the Israelite side, the whole assembly of Israel gathered at Shiloh to go to 

war against them 

v16 

‘The whole assembly of the LORD says: “How could you break faith with the God of Israel like 

this? How could you turn away from the LORD and build yourselves an altar in rebellion 

against him now? 

v24-25 

‘No! We did it for fear that some day your descendants might say to ours, “What do you 

have to do with the LORD, the God of Israel? The LORD has made the Jordan a boundary 

between us and you – you Reubenites and Gadites! You have no share in the LORD.” So your 

descendants might cause ours to stop fearing the LORD. 

v27 

it is to be a witness between us and you and the generations that follow, that we will 

worship the LORD at his sanctuary with our burnt offerings, sacrifices and fellowship 

offerings. Then in the future your descendants will not be able to say to ours, “You have no 

share in the LORD.” 

v34 

And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave the altar this name: A Witness Between Us – that 

the LORD is God 

(v 34 from Orthodox Jewish Bible is better) 

And the Bnei Reuven and the Bnei Gad called the mizbe’ach Ed (Witness), for it is between 

us that Hashem is HaElohim. 


