
Draft 2 Notes from PCC 29 Jan 2014 

West Swindon and the Lydiards 
Joint Parochial Church Council meeting 

Wednesday 29 January 2014 at 7:00pm (prayer) 7:30 pm (agenda) 
At Toothill Church 

1. Prayer (at 7:00) 

 

2. Welcome (at 7:30), Introductions 

Mark Dowling (PC chair, Toothill Church) welcomed us, especially our guests. 

Everyone introduced themselves around the table. 

 

3. Attendance  

David Burch (ASLM) 

Mary Crighton (Deanery lay co-chair) 

Clive Deverell (SMLT) 

Mike Dilly (W, obs) 

Chris Dobson (Diocese Ecu Off) 

Mark Dowling (T, chair) 

Lesley Farrell (Diocesan sec) 

Christine Froude (ArchDeacon) 

Pete Gilder (W) 

Sue Green (HTS) 

Ginnie Heads (ASLM) 

David Hoar (T) 

Steve Kershaw (HTS) 

Jacqueline Kirwan (SMLT) 

Lyn Morgan (SMLT, obs) 

Tudor Roberts (ASLM) 

Ed Poole (Deanery lay co-chair) 

Mary Poole (SMLT) 

Chris Scarisbrick (W, minutes) 

Julie Scarisbrick (W) 

David Tapscott (ASLM, obs) 

Tish Vass (SMLT) 

Andy Vernon (W, obs) 

Pat Watson (SMLT) 

Tina Wheeler (ASLM) 

Julian Wright (ASLM) 

 

Apologies from: 

Andrew Bourne (ASLM) 

Janet Clarke (HTS)  

Brenda Hicks (Partnership Administrator) 

Michael Johnson (Chair, Swindon Churches Together Sponsoring Body) 

Jan Partridge (T) 

Simon Stevenette (Area Dean) 

Mike Watson (SMLT) 

Jill Winson (ASLM)  

 

4. Opening Worship  

Ginnie and Tudor lead us in song: “Great is Thy Faithfulness”, and “Jesus be the Centre”. 

 

5. Approval of faculty application for All Saints  

At this stage this is a request to Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC). They will advise and a 

subsequent faculty app will follow if the scheme is agreeable. 

Tina’s proposal (as agreed by Leadership Team on 4 Dec 2013): 
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“Convert the boiler house into a washroom by renewing the gas boiler and laying 

a foul drain beneath the existing paths, in agreement with the Wiltshire 

Conservation Officer. Also dismantle the cast-iron coal boiler and take away the 

old boiler house and renew the storage shed in the churchyard” 

Chris proposed that we approve this wording as application to DAC. If they approve it, we 
also hereby agree to support a faculty application for such a scheme, or one with equivalent 
intent and scope 

There were no objections. It was supported unanimously. 

 

6. Correspondence 

• Suspension of Presentation (request and reply)  

The Bishop wishes to continue to suspend the right (of the existing patronage board) to 
appoint a rector (or other minister with incumbent status) for no more than 5 years. This is 
usually done so parish re-organisations may be considered without distraction of 
appointments. 

Having consulted with representatives of AS committee, both incumbent clergy, and 
Partnership Exec, Chris replied giving our assent to the suspension. 

There is an outstanding question about the patronage board and Pembroke College that 
warrants further investigation by Chris, but its not urgent. 

For Notification. No action required. 

 

• Deanery Synod reps (notification)  

With our notified electoral roll of 93 (in 2013) we get 2 reps to Deanery Synod. 

Chris Dobson reinforced the importance of this role. 

We currently have 1 rep, Mary Poole (who is willing to serve again, but thinks someone else 
should be encouraged to serve) 

Chris Scarisbrick suggested we consider nominating one from each of our “operating 
divisions” (ASLM and the Partnership). Appointment is at our Joint AGM/APCM on 23 
March. 

For Notification. No immediate action required 

 

7. Discussion on Parish reorganisation - Lesley Farrell 

 

Other denominations can take action quickly at congregational level, but as CofE is 

established, we are also bound by law – regulation takes time. 

Some stuff we can do locally. Some things the Diocese can help with unofficially. Some 

things need time and process to do legally 

Diocese can help with the Anglican bit, and ecumenical implications would need to be dealt 

with in conjunction with Swindon Churches Together 

A PCC needs to meet 4 times a year – needs to have representation from all Anglican or 

joint congregations. There are necessary qualifications for reps to PCC. 
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If we are to have DCCs for Church Representation Rules specify we should have a DCC for 

each “church or place of worship”. Lesley thinks we can’t have just the 2 DCCs because Sect 

18 talks about places of worship 

We should draw up a draft scheme for DCCs that will meet our, and the CofE, requirements. 

It should include a constitution, the representation worked out, and a delegation scheme. 

This should then be passed to Lesley, who would get the Diocesan lawyers to draw it up 

formally, (at a cost to us, likely to be about £500) AGM/APCM (or an EGM of the parish) 

need to pass the resolution, with then it would go to Bishops Council for implementation. 10 

April is the next BC after our AGM/APCM. 

Mark proposed that Exec of partnership + All Saints Standing Committee should work to 

come up with a form of words to submit to the Diocese. 

Supported without objection 

Aim to meet ASAP (Action Chris Scarisbrick) Further aim to get a legally drawn up 

scheme for the AGM 

 

The details of pastoral responsibility will need to be defined by local negotiation 

Money and finances will need to be settled by local negotiation 

A complete break and re-formation of the LEP would sort out, once and for all, the finances, 

debts and responsibilities. 

Sponsoring Body could send someone in to discern the issues, and to come up with an 

equitable settlement. 

It appears a valuation of the Baptist pension settlement might be actuarily determined 

without huge cost. Chris Dobson suggested Michael Johnson would be able to contact 

someone. 

We will approach (Action Chris Scarisbrick) SCT (Michael Johnson) for such assistance. 

The Treasurers present were happy to work on this.  

Long term is for us to “grow into”. We would  need eventually to talk to our Deanery about 

some sort of Pastoral Scheme. It’s not a simple local split, it’s likely to be involved in some 

re-org across the deanery 

So the interim will likely persist for some time... 

 

8. ArchDeacon Christine closed in prayer at 9:05 pm 

 


