
 
West Swindon and Lydiard Tregoze Church Partnership 

Partnership Council meeting 
Mon 9 Feb 2015, at Toothill Church 

 
Prayer at 7:00; Tea and Coffee available 
 

1. Welcome and open of meeting at 7:30 
 
2. Act of worship 

Tish read Acts 15:1-11, Gal 6:2-6 and opened in prayer 

 
3. Approval of agenda, Any Other Business 

Some items will be taken within the agenda – some left to the end. 

 
4. Attendance and Apologies 
Mark Dowling – T (Chair) Pat Watson - SMLT Jacqueline Kirwan - SMLT 

Sue Green - HTS Andrew Fleet – Methodist 
Senior Circuit Steward 

Rev Keith Osborn – Methodist 
Circuit Superintendant Minister 

Rev Jan Partridge - T Steve Kershaw - HTS David Hoar - T 

Tish Vass - SMLT Janet Clarke - HTS Julie Scarisbrick - W 

Chris Scarisbrick – W (Notes) Rev Capt Clive Deverell Mary Poole – CofE Deanery Synod 

Ed Poole Peter Gilder - W Andy Vernon 

Rev Mike Dilly Gayle Bryon  

 
Apologies from Brenda Hicks – An 18th birthday to attend 

 
5. Good news from the churches, All 

HTS had an excellent members meeting discussing the URC same-sex marriage thing. 
Differences of opinion were clearly expressed, also the love of Jesus. Very open, lots of 
respect shown. Deep and difficult issues should be handled more at members’ meetings. 
 
Toothill hosted Hazlewood School for Christingle, and yrs 1 and 3 came into the church. 
The children asked good questions. The head wants to bring children more frequently. 
New projector is splendid. 
 
Westlea advent, Candlelight service was lay-led and excellent. Many visitors. 
 
SMLT. Carols by Candlelight filled the church. Presentation service for Junior Church, 
struggling with numbers of children, but we celebrated them. 
 
Ed referred back to when the DLT were here last Nov, talking about sustainability and 
pledges of income. Looking for 3.5% increase, we got 4.77%. 

 
6. To approve minutes of PC meeting 4 Nov 2014, Chris 

Accepted as correct record. 

 
7. Exec actions 

• Verbal report, meeting with Tudor 17 Nov 
Mark reported that he, Sue and Chris met with Tudor at his request. News was exchanged, 
very cordially. 

 

• To receive notes from PC Exec 24 Nov 
Duly received 

 



• Fallout from CofE sustainability report 30 Nov 
 

Westlea Leadership Team’s response to the paragraph in the sustainability report, is 
recorded in the notes at Exec of 19 Jan. Westlea would have preferred to have had input to 
the process, or at least notification of what was written. It was appreciated by the group 
that this report was produced quickly at short notice, and we anticipate in future we may 
not be able to do things quite so abruptly if wider review is necessary. 
 
Clive sees gifts in evidence at Westlea. 
 
The gift day was well done, but no advance notice. 
 
Concern was expressed that the Exec has a tendency to work without consultation with 
Partnership Council. Where is the balance between effective delegation and frequent 
meetings of the larger group? It was proposed we meet slightly more often, to enable the 
Exec to consult more effectively and suggested 6 times a year rather than 4. After 
discussion there didn’t seem to be a consensus for this. 
 
PC want to support the work of Exec on our behalf. They carry some heavy load. 
 
We will maintain 4 PC meetings per year with the option to call extra meetings if 
necessary. Exec will communicate more freely by email if we need quick response or 
review for external communications, or if a decision may constrain PC or local churches. 
 
Chris has collected the Terms of Reference (as PC have minuted the explanations and 
briefings over the years) 

From the annual briefing in PC minutes 20 May 2013 
We usually form a Standing Committee, a sort of cabinet that progresses and manages 

business between PC meetings and prepares agenda items for Partnership Council. 
From PC Minutes 25 July 2013 

Staff Team Cabinet (the so called “DoomBar 5”); With Dick leaving we will not have a 
Team Leader.  A proposal was made for cabinet of 5 people Chris Scarisbrick, Mark 
Dowling, Clive Deverell, Tudor Roberts and Sue Green to form a small group like a 
Standing Committee.   Concern had been raised about the increased stress and strain on 
full time ministers.  The small group is a way of starting the process to support the clergy.  
Recommendations and requests will be brought back to the PC.  To reduce meetings there 
was a suggestion that this replace the Standing Committee temporarily. 

From PC Minutes 23 Sept 2013 

DoomBar 5 would like to be called “the Executive”. Intend to recommend course of 

action to this meeting, and progress actions from this meeting 

From Issues from the ISR review Clarified, 26 July 2013, under “Administrative 
Complexity” 

Partnership Standing Committee (5 people) currently meets 4 or 5 times a year between 
PC meetings, to progress the PC business, and action anything delegated. It has no 
decision making power but recommends. 

From PC Minutes 27 Feb 2014 
Chris will collect ToR so far for Exec. 
Exec will inform PC if they plan to take actions outside existing delegation scheme. Many 
nods. 

Finally, Chris gets around to collecting the ToR…We’ve already agreed: 

 
and at this meeting: 

 
 

• Exec commit, where possible, to email notify PC of 
anything that gets reported externally from Partnership or 
if a decision might constrain PC or a local church. 

• Exec will support Clergy staff. 

• Exec will take actions delegated from PC meetings 

• Exec will prepare business for PC 



• To receive notes from Exec 19 Jan 
Duly received. 

 

• To receive notes from Exec meeting with Methodist Circuit Super 27 Jan 
Duly received. 

 

• The ISR actions list 
The 2013 Review by the consultants from the Churches Group for Industrial and Social 
Responsibility (ISR) delivered many (many) suggestions and actions. We will certainly be 
expected to have learned all relevant lessons and performed all important actions when 
we’re reviewed by the CofE Deanery Leadership Team (and, we hope Swindon Churches 
Together Sponsoring Body) later in 2015. 
 
Chris showed the ISR actions list and progress notes. Though it hadn’t been seen publicly 
for some time, the Exec had been progressing and monitoring things. Chris will email the 
full list to everyone. Review and comment is welcome. Especially welcome will be owners 
for action items and suggestions for more action. 

Action Chris/All 

 

• Partnership statistics 
Chris presented an almost final draft of the collection of statistics that need to be returned 
to our denominational parents organisations. It’s a big pile. Chris highlighted the asbstruse 
calculations of membership to avoid double counting (and quarter people). Keith suggested 
we also examine the Baptism etc statistics, for similar double counting; Chris promised to. 
Chris also promised to email the full excel sheet as completed by Brenda 

Action Chris 

 
8. Finances, Sue 

• Cashflow report 
No concerns 
 

• Accounts 2014 
No questions 
 

• Budget 2015 
An updated version was received 

 

• Review of financial controls in 2014 

We reviewed signatories in light of All Saints leaving the partnership but as there were no All 

Saints signatories no changes were needed. We reviewed our reserves with the help of the 

financial arbiter. 

 

• Staff pay policy 
We use WEBA payroll to pay our staff. We try to pay in line with similar jobs “out there” by 
reference to denominational pay scales, and the Living Wage rather than the Minimum 
Wage. 

 

• Schedule of CofE fees for occasional offices 2015 
(Attached) 
Proposed by Sue. Approved with none against. 

 

• Outcome of Gift Day 1 Feb 
So far £2900 (or so, with tax) has been raised. Sue has sent 40 thank-you cards to individual 
donors. 

 



9. Liaison with Denominations 

• WEBA (Mike) 
Gary Woodall is the new Area Minister. Chris will add WEBA to our reporting. 

Action Chris 

• CofE Swindon Deanery/Bristol Diocese, (Mary/Clive) 
Last deanery synod meeting, was a presentation by Sam Rushton (Diocesan ordinands) 
about the future of ministry. Keen to develop new forms. They refer to good work being 
done in Sheffield 

• Methodist Upper Thames Circuit (Keith/Exec) 
Chris presented the notes from our meeting. We still need a representative to the Circuit 
meeting (3-4 times a year). Please enquire in local churches 

Action All 

• URC South West Synod (David/Chris) 
What is the Spirit saying to the Churches? is the booklet produced by the Faith and Order 
Committee of the URC to resource the 'Future of the Church' discussion which has been led 
by the committee over the last two years.  The General Assembly of 2014 requested the 
committee to take the discussion to the churches with a timetable to respond by the end of 
July 2015 and to prepare further input to the General Assembly in the July of 2016. 
Chris reported it is well worth a read, perhaps in housegroups or leadership teams…or 
maybe at PC? We could contribute usefully on ecumenism and LEP issues, if we chose to. 
Chris will get Brenda to get some copies, for each MLT 

Action Chris/Brenda 

 
10. Outcome of prayer day 30 Nov 2014 (Pete) 

We prayed for a week in 24 hours. If we did this again we should consider when and how 
often. Some of the activities were supported just by the local group. Did we do too many 
things? 
The awareness of the 24 hour focus was encouraging to personal ad-hoc prayer, knowing 
that others were praying. Providing the space was helpful to many. 
A focus in the joint service worked very well. 
Council expressed thanks to Pete with a round of applause. 

 
11. Safeguarding 

• CofE Audit (Julie) 
We could do with a second identity checker, either for our existing route via CAS, or for the 
other equivalent system, CCPAS (used by CofE). Please enquire in churches 

Action All 

Methodist circuit can help check identities (for Chris, and if we are overloaded) 
 
Notice boards need to have contact details for safeguarding officers, Council LSCB, 
Childline etc, and photos of local Safe to Grow coordinators and child advocates. 

Action All 

 
Keith would like to see a copy of the CofE response (and questions) 

Action Julie 

 

• Outcome of enquiries into historic abuse for Methodist church, (Chris) 
There was one person who was briefly offended by the letter, which had been effectively 
un-announced. Clearly not all of our communications and process are faultless. No further 
action needed apart from our awareness 

 
12. Outcome of discussion on URC same-sex marriage 

Draft response was agreed. Chris will send it 
Action Chris 

 
13. To appoint representatives to PC from Emerge, Primary Schools work and Messy Church 

(Clive/Chris) 



Proposed Clive, Seconded Julie. Agreed Nem Con. 
Chris will communicate. 

Action Chris 

 

14. To approve a faculty application by St Mary's to repair reredos. 
(Clive/Pat/Jacqueline) 

Council approved – both the intent to apply, and the future faculty application similarly. 
It will cost £28,000 ish, the money is available. 

 
 

15. Annual report and AGM 
Chris showed the schedule of dates for preparations for AGM(s). Also warned Council that 
they will all be required to review and write sections of the report – starting this week and 
to be done by the end of the month 

Action Chris/all 

 
16. Report on primary schools work (Gayle) 

• Draft Leaflet explaining partnership youth and childrens work 
Some editing suggestions were made. More welcome. 
Email addressed through WSwinLyd.org.uk for each group  

Action Chris 

It was suggested a mobile phone specifically for the group might be helpful. Claire has one. 
Mary indicated she would not find it helpful, Gayle might. 

 
• Schools work report 
Gayle’s report is attached. 
Gayle admitted this doesn’t really fit into 5 hours a week… 
Gayle mentioned that RE is seriously under threat in schools. Our assistance is welcomed. 
A class is 30 ish, 2 class groups is 60, Assembly might be 30 to 200 
 
We must learn to refer to this as “Our schools work”, not “Gayle’s schools work” 
 
Schools work is very education based, and as we are visitors, it has to be. It’s a pretext for 
building relationships and invitations to festival events etc. where we can mission. 
 
Thanks to Gayle expressed in applause. 

 
17. Meeting program for 2015 - P Council and Exec. 

• PC meetings planned 
Sun 12 Apr. Partnership AGM 
Thu 23 Apr. 7:30pm at Toothill, Annual Parochial Church Meeting (CofE PCC AGM) 
Tue 28 April PC Clive will lead worship 
Mon 20 July PC 
Mon 12 Oct PC 

 

• Exec meetings 
Mon 23 March Exec 
Mon 13 April Exec 
Mon 18 May Exec 
perhaps an Exec meeting with Trevor while Clive is on “holiday” 
Mon 21 Sept Exec 

 
18. Other dates 

Wed 18 Feb Lent begins 
Tue 24 Feb Lent course 7:30-9:00pm Toothill, Clive/Andy - HTS (Janet) will cater 

Session 1: Making Good sense of the Bible: Why do we need to? 
Thu 26 Feb Deanery Synod, evening, Toothill (refreshments by ??) 



Action All 

Sat 28 Feb Diocesan Synod, 8am till 1:30pm, Toothill (refreshments by ??) 
Action All 

28 Feb Parish Safeguarding Officer Induction 
 
Sun 1 Mar ASLM District AGM 
Tue 3 Mar Lent course 7:30-9:00pm Toothill, Clive/Andy (Westlea will cater) 

Session 2: Making good sense of the world of the author 
Tue 10 Mar Lent course 7:30-9:00pm Toothill, Clive/Andy 

Session 3: Making good sense of the text 
Tue 17 Mar Lent course 7:30-9:00pm Toothill, Clive/Andy(SMLT will cater) 

Session 4: Making good sense of translations 
Tue 17 Mar Parish Safeguarding Officer Forum 
Sat 21 March Parish Treasurer Forum 
Mon 23 March Exec 
Tue 24 Mar Lent course 7:30-9:00pm Toothill, Clive/Andy 

Session 5: Making good sense of the reader 
Sun 29 March Palm Sunday (see Lent leaflet) 10am 
Tue 31 Mar Lent course 7:30-9:00pm Toothill, Clive/Andy 

Session 6: Making good sense of ourselves: How can the Bible help? 
 
Thu 2 Apr Maundy Thursday 2015 childrens day 
Fri 3 Apr Good Friday 
Sun 5 Apr Easter Sunday 
Sun 12 Apr. Partnership AGM 
Mon 13 April Exec 
Sat 18 Apr Methodist Circuit churches invited to a day of Discipleship and Mission with Rev. 
Sharon Lovelock from the Inspire Network. Royal Wotton Bassett Methodist Church 
Thu 23 Apr. 7:30pm at Toothill, Annual Parochial Church Meeting (CofE PCC AGM) 
Tue 28 April PC Clive will lead worship 
 
Sat 16 May Circuit Mission and Discipleship day with Andy and Rhoda Fearon of the Vineyard 
Church, Carlisle, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw 
Mon 18 May Exec 
31 May Clives last Sunday before his Extended Study Leave. 
 
Clive’s away from June – 20 Sept 2015 
perhaps an Exec meeting with Trev while Clive is on “holiday” 
Mon 20 July PC 
Mon 21 Sept Exec 
Mon 12 Oct PC 

 
19. AOB 

Chris will add Rev Trev to PC email list 
Action Chris 

 
OT Infants had its OFSTED, result was Good. SIAMS (for church schools) inspection next. 
 
Margaret Williams is MBE. (First head of OT infants)  
 
The Messy folk would like to find their new leaders themselves. 

 
Emerge or primary schools work could still do with helpers, but specifically gifted people. 
And people who really understand the vision and ethos. 

Action All 

 
20. Correspondence 
 



Diocesan News – is on the web 
 
Diocesan Parish officers training opportunities were circulated  



Primary Schools Work Update  - Gayle Bryon 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!     

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.     

Tell out, my soulTell out, my soulTell out, my soulTell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord , the greatness of the Lord , the greatness of the Lord , the greatness of the Lord     

to children's children and forevermore!to children's children and forevermore!to children's children and forevermore!to children's children and forevermore!    

 

Serve and Celebrate! 
Our Schools and Children’s work has served over a 1000 children, staff and 

helpers… 
This is a superb investment of care and creativity in our Community. 

 
Collective Worship – has taken place in Brook Field, Oliver Tomkins Infants and 

Juniors, Peatmoor and Hazlewood Academy.  
Teaching Sessions – a session on the Bible for Yr 2 in Peatmoor, Prayer session 

for Yr 3 Brook Field, Zacchaeus for Yr 2 in Oliver Tomkins 
Experience Sessions – Advent Prayer Space for Oliver Tomkins KS2 and Year 

2, Christmas Unwrapped for KS1 Peatmoor, Christmas Unwrapped Yr 1 
Hazlewood Academy, Christingles Brook Field and Hazlewood Academy. 

Church Visits – Brook Field, Hazlewood Academy, Peatmoor 
Special Events – WW1 Commemorative Afternoon with singers from Brook Field 

and Westlea schools.  
Holiday Clubs – Heroes and Saints and Dazzling Greetings Nativity. 

Meetings – Tudor Roberts (working together in Peatmoor), Abi Corey (In:school 
SYFC), Dave Davidson (Youth Pastor Freshbrook), Lianne Smith (Scripture 

Union), Pray for Schools Event (weekly pray sessions), Katy Staples (Diocese 
Schools Advisor)  

Education Sunday – it was an amazing blessing that all 4 Churches shared 
Worship focussing on Education and that the response to the gift day was 

inspirational.  
Children, Young People and Families – Mary, Claire and I will meet regularly to 

pray, share and plan together.  



 
People who have helped - Mary, Ed, Claire, Frieda, Janet, Susan, Rebecca, 

Sarah, Mark, Andrew, Christine, Norris, Ruth, David, Nicky, Sue, Hannah, Emma, 
Peter, Tudor, Heather, Mavis, Barbara…… 

 
In schools we are visitors and we are there to educate. We can serve and 

celebrate and show our Christian love to all we meet. 
In our Holiday Clubs/special services we can mission, we can reach out to the 

children and their families. As Churches we need to be ready to ‘Welcome’ them 
in… 

Let’s continue to serve….. 
Spring: Tea and Teaching 

The Big Banquet 
Good Friday All Age Worship 

Easter Reflection 
Develop further resources 

 
Summer: Transitions 

Bridge of Faith – Pilgrimage ?? just an idea at this stage… 
Summer Fayres – have a stall? 

 
This is OUR schools and children’s work 

We are all called to Witness and 
Serve….and to teach the next 

generation…. 
 

There is a part everyone can play…. 
 

praying       encouraging       making resources    

 making refreshments     clearing up        welcoming 

              teaching    sharing ideas  inviting others 

 
 

 



WEST SWINDON  WEST SWINDON  WEST SWINDON  WEST SWINDON  & LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH& LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH& LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH& LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH    

PARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIP    

    

PROPOSED FEES  2015PROPOSED FEES  2015PROPOSED FEES  2015PROPOSED FEES  2015    

                                                                                        

FUNERALSFUNERALSFUNERALSFUNERALS    
 

1.   Crematorium only      

       Minister          £150 

       PC – travel   £28                                                                                            £178 

 

2.   Funeral at one of our Churches, followed immediately by 

      A) Cremation at Kingstown or Burial at Whitworth Rd                            £294 

       Minister   £122 

       Church     £82 

       Local costs – Organist  £60, Verger £30 

 

      B) Burial at Hook                                                                                            £552 

       Minister    £108 

       Church     £354 

       Local costs – organist  £60,  Verger  £30 

       

3. Other Burials / Interments in Parish 

Burial at Hook in existing plot, following church Service elsewhere               £310 

Minister  £38 

Church  £272 

 

Interment of cremated remains, in container, in existing plot at Hook              £148 

 Minister  £38 

 Church  £110 

  

Interment of cremated remains, in container, in new plot at Hook                    £248 

 Minister  £38 

 Church  £210 

 

4. Interment of cremated remains elsewhere 

At Whitworth Road or Kingsdown                                                                      £63 

  Minister  £50,    PC – travel  £13 

 

5. Monument on a Grave at Hook       

Extra inscription    £25   (Minister £12, Church £13) 

Cremation tablet    £67      (Minister £12,  Church  £55) 

Headstone / Slab    £128    (Minister £12,  Church  £116) 



WEST SWINDON  WEST SWINDON  WEST SWINDON  WEST SWINDON  & LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH& LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH& LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH& LYDIARD TREGOZE CHURCH    

PARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIP    

PROPOSED FEES  2015PROPOSED FEES  2015PROPOSED FEES  2015PROPOSED FEES  2015    

 

WEDDINGS / BLESSINGSWEDDINGS / BLESSINGSWEDDINGS / BLESSINGSWEDDINGS / BLESSINGS    
 

1.   Publication of Banns of Wedding elsewhere & certificate £41                

Church   £41 

 

2. Wedding Service                                                                                               
After Banns  (Includes £50 booking deposit)        £ 693  

  DBF  £188                                                                                 

Church    £ 225, Local – recorded music provision £40                                                                                                   

organist  £60, Verger £30, Bells £100, photographs in 

 walled garden £50 

 

By Licence     (Includes £50 booking deposit)                 £ 693 

  DBF  £188                                                                                 

Church    £ 225, Local – recorded music provision £40                                                                                                   

organist  £60, Verger £30, Bells £100, photographs in 

 walled garden £50  

 

FULL Service of Prayers after Civil Marriage                       £505 
Church    £ 225, Local – recorded music provision £40                                                                                     

organist  £60, Verger £30, Bells £100, photographs in 

 walled garden £50 

   

4.   Duplicate Marriage Certificate              £13 

       Church 

       Search Fee of £28 can be added 

5.   Recording of Services 

       Wedding Video                                              £150 

          Church    £100 

          Organist  £50 

 

       Baptism Video                 £50 

          Organist  £50 

 

6. Wedding Blessing Full Service with Bells, Organist, Verger £ 505 

 Church    £ 225, Local – recorded music provision £40                                                                                                   

organist  £60, Verger £30, Bells £100, photographs in 

 walled garden £50 

  (EG 40
TH

 Wedding Anniversary etc, as special one-off separate Service) 

  

7.    Simple Blessing of Marriage (No Organ, Bells,))  £370 

 Donation of £300 verger £30, recorded music provision £40 

 


