Contact Information:
The Partnership office is open:
Monday - Friday 9:00 – 12:00pm.
Tuesday 8.30 – 11.30am
The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is:
wspartnershipoffice@gmail.com
To publicise any News or Events in the next edition of
In Partnership covering May, please send them to
the office no later than 18 April.
The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.
The editor’s e-mail address is: wspartnershipoffice@gmail.com
The Partnership web site is http://www.wswinlyd.org.uk
Partnership Team Minister: Revd Capt Clive Deverell
Email: clive.deverell@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 877111
Associate Minister: Revd Trevor Day
Email: Trevor.Day@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 875373 or
Mobile: 07918 125826
Partnership Youth Worker: Claire Camm
Email: clairecamm1@gmail.com Tel: 07981 951381
Partnership Primary Age Schools Worker: Gayle Bryon
Email: gayleschoolswork@gmail.com
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In Partnership
April 2016

When I was a young lad I followed my brothers and became a choirboy
in our church of St Martin’s Kensal Green in London and later when my
voice changed I became a server or Altar Boy. I remember Lent and
Easter as being a very busy time for services and there always seemed
to be more weddings around Easter so the workload for the choir
increased.
After Easter things slowed down and the church settled into its normal
routine of Friday night choir practices (Also ‘Wolf Cubs’ on Friday
nights) and three services on Sunday sometimes four if there was a
baptism.
The organ being played Dr Vernon Parker (with various letters after his
name) would sing out and lead all the services, apart from ‘Said
Communion’, the choir would sing like angels (mostly) and would praise
God by singing not just Hymns and Canticles but Psalms and choral
pieces as well.
How wonderful to sing God’s praises after the serious period of Lent
and the joys and happiness of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and of
the new found hope it gives us.
So why should we not raise a song and lift our souls by singing and
playing musical instruments in praise of God. Psalm 150 says this very
well:

FROM THE REGISTERS
Marriage Blessing
19 March 2016

Charmain Tan and Francis Kam

Wedding
22 March 2016

Angel Louise Naylor and Daniel James
Bridger

Funerals
10 March 2016

Nicholas Eamon Odey

11 March 2016

Lionel Edward Bugden

PRAYERS
Please pray for:It’s been two years since it last rained in Haro Kersa Kebele in Fentale
District in Ethiopia. Please pray for the drought to relent so those who
rely on crops and livestock for their survival can recover.

Praise the Lord!

Spectacular Surprises held on 07 April

Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty firmament!

AGM 10th April

2 Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his surpassing greatness!

Prayer for every day after Easter

3 Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
5 Praise him with clanging cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
6 Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

Living, Almighty God,
Thank you that by your Spirit living in me, made possible by the life,
death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, you give me all I need.
Like Peter, you forgive and re-commission me. Like Thomas, you meet
me in ways tailor-made for me.
Lord, thank you for the daily personal “nudges” that assure me of your
reality, your presence in my life, just when I need so much to know you
are here.
Thank you that we are Easter People every day, because of Jesus, and
in His name we pray.
Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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IN LIGHTER MOOD
An adjunct to the NOAH film comment in
last month's Beacon!
………………………………………………..

Prayer From URC Handbook.

THE LORD SAID UNTO NOAH

Sometimes singing in the cathedral is

'Where is the Ark I commanded you to build?'

just part of the rhythm of the week.

And Noah said: 'Verily I have been 3 Carpenters off sick.

Sometimes it is a chore.

The Gopher Wood supplier hath let me down.

Sometimes to sing is to delight

Yea, even though the gopher wood has been on order for nigh upon
twelve months, the damp course special, it has not turned up'

in the joy of the music and sharing in it

And God said to Noah:

And sometimes he joins in with the songs of the angels
with all his heart and soul and mind and strength and voice.

I want the Ark finished before 7 days and 7 nights'
And Noah said: 'It will be so' - but it was not so.
The Lord said to Noah: 'What seems to be the trouble this time?'
Noah said: 'My subcontractor has gone bankrupt. The pitch for the
outside of the Ark hath not arrived. The glazier departed on holiday to
Majorca and even though I offered him double time, Shem hath formed
a pop-group with his brothers Ham and Japheth. Lord I am undone.'
And the Lord grew angry and said; 'And what about the animals I
ordered? Two of every sort I ordered to come and be kept alive. Where
for example are the giraffes?'
Noah replied: 'They have been delivered to the wrong address but they
should be here by Friday;
And the Lord said to Noah: Where are the monkeys and the
elephants and the Zebras?'
Noah wringing his hands, wept and said: 'Lord, they are a
discontinued line. I could not get the unicorn for love or money. Thou
knowest, thou knowest how it is.'
And the Lord said: NOAH MY SON, I KNOW. WHY DOST THOU
THINK I HAVE CAUSED A FLOOD?'
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‘O Praise God in his holiness’
With these words a boy sings in the choir.

Singing, ‘O Praise God in his holiness’
to a simple, rising and falling chant is often one of those times.
For a fleeting moment he is not just a loud cymbal,
he is a well tuned cymbal
Holy God,
help us to be in tune with you
in our prayer and praises,
on Sunday mornings and all through the week.
Blessings
David Hoar

Jesus the Jew
By David Spriggs and James Crossley, Bible
Society £3.99
Do we really know Jesus? Do we understand His
world? Do we remember that He was a Jew? Bible
Society has teamed up with the Biblical Studies
Department of Sheffield University to bring the best
of recent understandings of how Jesus was rooted in His own
culture to deepen and enrich our vision of Jesus today.
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Regular activities
2nd Sunday each month
Messy Church

10 April
4-5:30pm @ Shaw

Every Monday
After School Youth Group

3:30 – 6:00pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Contact Claire Camm 07981951381

Every Tuesday
Coffee Stop

1:30 – 3:00pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Bell Ringing

7-9pm St Mary’s Bell Tower

Remix Youth Group

6:30 – 8:45pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Contact Claire Camm 07981951381

2nd Wednesday of each month
Mothers Union
Contact Doreen Henderson 07434377587

13 April
2pm @ St Mary’s Stable Room

Every Thursday
Toothill Tinies

10-11:30am @ Toothill

Lunch Bunch
With great regret, I have to announce, that the Lunch Bunch will not
continue.
We have asked for help to organise and prepare, we thank all who have
provided soup etc. but unfortunately we have not had anyone to help
with other things.
I would like to thank Diana, Barbara and Gordon for all their hard work
and assistance.
Jan Partridge
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FLAME FM Duty Managers needed.
Providing support for the presenter by way of having a keen listening ear to
what's being broadcast. Also taking and making telephone calls as
needed, meeting and greeting visitors, and making copious teas and
coffees during the month of May. Training for Duty managers will be on
Saturdays 23rd and 30th April, 10am-11.30am. You don't need to come to
both! Days and times during May will be to suit your diary. For more
information or to offer your services do get in touch and chat to Barbara
01793 536815, or email Barbara@flamefm.co.uk
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Prospect Hospice Open Gardens

Spectacular Surprises

March to September 2016

We will be running a Partnership Easter Holiday Club on Thursday 7th
April for children of our local community from 10am – 3pm. We will have
a Celebration time at 3pm to which we will invite the parents and
members of our Churches. This will be a wonderful opportunity to share
with the families and make connections with them.

Would you like to open your garden and raise funds for Prospect
Hospice? Previous years have seen people open their gardens for
afternoon tea, live music and even a mini-fete. You don’t have to open
your garden to the public: why not turn your family occasion into a
fundraiser? No matter how big or small your garden; there are lots of
ways for you to turn it into the perfect fundraising event.
Prospect Hospice has community fundraiser’s that can help you with
ideas and promoting your event, if you are opening to the public.
If you would like to take part in the Open Gardens programme 2016 for
Prospect Hospice, please complete the form on the website and they
will be in touch. www.prospect-hospice.net/opengardens

Musical Instrument Donation
Recently, I have joined the local team in the youth club run at Shaw
Ridge Centre. As part of this I have taken on the task of Creative Arts.
As a professional musician, ex teacher and lecturer in music and music
technology I have the skills, knowledge and desire to develop these
skills in our young people.
As per usual money is always a problem, the elephant in the room.
I am fully aware that neither the Church nor the Youth clubs have the
money to support such activities, so, I would like to talk to someone
regarding, a scheme I have run and have been part of in the past.
Many families have at one time or other bought or been given musical
instruments which, as the TV advert says, have only played 'Twinkle,
Twinkle little Star'.
When asked for them to be donated to a youth group, School or Church
group it has always amazed me and those helping just how many
instruments come in.
I know there are some instruments at Shaw Ridge Church for the youth
group but the cost of repairing or replacing them might be quite
expensive.
If you have any functioning instruments you are willing to donate please
contact me on 07741 258828.
Mike Heal
Page 16 of 20

As it is after Easter we will be able to explore the ‘Spectacular
Surprises’ that happen to the disciples. We can walk along the Emmaus
Road, touch the hands of Jesus with Thomas and enjoy breakfast on
the beach.
I think these stories will be wonderful to explore in drama, art, cooking,
dance and music.
As we will be busy running the Easter Reflection before Easter I would
like to propose having one planning meeting on Thursday 4th February
at my home where as many of us who are able can meet to pray, have
a cuppa and plan the day. Part of the planning will be sharing out the
preparation of crafts, cooking, running of games etc.....so please come
willing to volunteer for a particular activity that you enjoy.
It would be truly wonderful to have a team that presents the whole
Partnership.
Please email me on gayleschoolwork@gmail.com to let me know you
are able to join our mission venture ‘Spectacular Surprises’ on Thursday
7th April.
Kindest regards
Gayle

Flower and Music Festival at St Mary's
Help required for the Flower & Music Festival at St Mary's Church
1st - 3rd July 2016. This festival is in desperate need for more people
interested in arranging the flowers, the displays revolve around the
theme of the church calendar. Enthusiasm is more important than skill
with flowers as many prefer to do the arrangements in pairs and
knowledge can be shared, which is all part of the fellowship of the
event.
If you are interested or you know someone else who would be, then
please contact the Revd Capt. Clive Deverell (01793 877111) or
Jacqueline Kirwan (01793 872718).
A big thank you in advance for your support. More details when you
make contact.
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We a need a new logo.

An evening with Stuart Townend

You know, the letter-head (look at the cover of this Partership News)
currently has 3 elements
• the green hill with the yellow sun and the white cross in the top
left hand corner,
• the green splodge in the bottom right hand corner, and
• the text at the bottom giving the Partnership’s name and some
subtext.
We use the design for the web site, our publications, and headed
notepaper for official letters, and for compliment slips. It’s probable we’ll
not get much printed stationery in future, but intend to print the logo
materials as needed.

Tuesday 19 April 2016
St. Joseph’s Catholic College

We’d like you to come up with a new design, please.
If we have many entries, Partnership Council will decide on a shortlist
for voting at our AGM service on 10 April.
Designs to Brenda in the P.Office by Easter
Prize? Probably just the personal satisfaction and our thanks.

01 April All Fools’ Day
In years gone by, the rules surrounding April Fool were this: between
midnight and noon on 1 April, everyone is ‘fair game’ to be made a fool
of. It is the morning of the practical joke. But the aim is not just to
discomfort the victim: he must be tricked into taking action himself, sent
on a ‘fool’s errand’.
And so children would be sent to the dairy for a pint of dove’s milk, or to
the bookseller for The Life of Eve’s Mother. Practical jokes on a bigger
scale were played: in 1860 a vast number of people received an official
looking invitation to the Tower of London that read: ‘Admit the Bearer
and Friends to view the Annual Ceremony of Washing the White Lions.’
Precisely the same trick had been played in 1698.
Then, on the stroke of noon, tradition decrees, April Fools is finished. If
anyone attempts devilry thereafter, even while the clock is still striking, it
recoils on his own head. A child would then race through the sing-song
formula: ‘April-Fool-Day’s-past-and-gone-you’re-the-fool-and-I-amnone!’
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On Tuesday the 19th April, leading Christian singer/songwriter and
recording artist, Stuart Townend, will be visiting Swindon as a part of
his Spring Tour.
His modern hymns such as “In Christ alone”, “How deep the Father’s
love” and “The power of the cross” are sung in churches around the
world and this is a fantastic opportunity to hear him close to home.
Aside from writing, Stuart travels around the UK and abroad, leading
worship at events and performing concerts on his own or with his band.
An accomplished musician, arranger and producer, he also has years of
experience in teaching and training musicians who serve in local church
worship. His latest worship album, “The Paths of Grace”, came out in
May 2014.
He will be performing with his band at St. Joseph’s Catholic College,
Swindon at 7.30pm on the 19th April. Tickets are available from the
Lighthouse Bookshop, Highworth, the Rainbow bookshop, Swindon, or
to buy online (booking fees apply), at
www.shrivenhammethodistchurch.co.uk.
For further information and updates, please go to the Facebook
page - Stuart Townend in Swindon.

Flames of Prayer
Lynn Green is encouraging all our Baptist churches to join together in
creating a Beacon of Prayer – sharing the ways in which God is at work
in and through our churches and communities. She would like church
leaders to download and print a flame template (if possible on yellow or
orange paper), and then write down where you see God at work in and
through your church/community. Bring it with you to this year’s Baptist
Assembly in Oxford on 14 May, or send it to the Assembly office by 29
April. Full details are on the Baptists Together website.

30th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service
To celebrate the opening of ‘Framland’ Pilgrim Home, Wantage
23 April 6:00pm at Hanney Chapel, Main Street, East Hanney,
Oxon, OX12 0HX
Donations will go towards the En-suites project at the Framland Pilgrim
Home. (Tea and cakes to follow the service)
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23 April

St George - our patron saint

21 April Anselm

St George of the Golden Legend

the man who proved there is a God

The Saint of an English Army before he was Patron Saint of England, St
George may have been a soldier, but he was no Englishman. He was
an officer in the Roman army under Diocletian, who refused to abandon
his faith during the Terror, and was martyred at Lydda in Palestine
about the year 300 AD - supposedly 23 April. Over the years St George
became the example of a Christian fighting-man, a powerful helper
against evil powers affecting individual lives. He was the soldier-hero of
the Middle Ages, of whom remarkable deeds were reported.

Anselm is a good saint to remember next time someone asks you to
prove that there is a God. His brilliant and original Proslogion, written
1077-8, sets out the ‘ontological’ proof for God’s existence. Nearly ten
centuries later, it is still studied by theological students as one of the
great philosophical ‘proofs’ of God’s existence.

In the Golden Legend of the 13th century, Jacobus de Voragine gave St
George a handsome write-up. The story runs thus:

Anselm was born at Aosta in 1033, the son of a spendthrift Lombard
nobleman, whom Anselm detested. In time he decided to become a
Benedictine monk, and joined Lanfranc’s famous monastery at Bec (c.
1060). He became prior, then abbot. He was loved by his monks,
appreciated for his sensitivity and intuitiveness. He remained friends
also with Lanfranc, who had gone on to be Archbishop of Canterbury.
After Lanfranc’s death, Anselm reluctantly agreed to accept the job.

One day, St George rode up to the heathen city of Sylene in Lybia,
where he found the citizens in great distress. A neighbouring dragon
had forced them to surrender two sheep each day for its dinner, and
when the sheep gave out, two of their children; and now they were
about to sacrifice the King’s daughter, dressed as if for her wedding. St
George encountered the little party by a stagnant lake, where the
dragon lived, and persuaded the sobbing Princess to tell him why she
was so miserable. At that moment the dragon appeared, looking
inexpressibly revolting. The Saint charged, and drove his spear into the
gaping mouth. To everyone’s amazement, he tumbled the monster
over and over.

Archbishops did not have press offices in those days, but Anselm made
his views on Church-versus-King known all the same, and they did not
please the king. William Rufus exiled him in 1097 and King Henry I
exiled him in 1103. Anselm was utterly committed to what he saw as
the cause of God and the Church, and had no time for temporal politics.
Peace between archbishop and monarch was not achieved until 1106.

Then St George borrowed the Princess’s girdle, tied it round the
dragon’s neck, and persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene herself. The
sight of her approaching with the befuddled dragon on its makeshift
lead emptied the town. When the inhabitants timidly crept back, St
George promised to behead the dragon if they would all believe in
Jesus Christ and be baptised.

Kisses

It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’ at
once. So 15,000 people were baptised, and four carts were
commissioned to remove the dragon’s body.
St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and is usually
portrayed trampling the dragon of sin under his horse’s hoofs. The
Crusaders had a vision of him helping them against the Saracens at
Antioch, during the first Crusade, and so brought the story of St George
back with them from Palestine. Presently England put herself under the
protection of the Saint. His day was declared a holiday in 1222. A red
cross on a white field is the flag of St George.
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Anselm spent the rest of his life in England. His theological stance of
‘Faith seeking understanding’ and ‘the mind at faith’s service’ were the
keys to his life and teaching.

A husband and wife go to a counselor after 15 years of marriage.
The counselor asks them what the problem is and the wife goes
into a tirade listing every problem they have ever had in the 15
years they've been married. She goes on and on and on. Finally, the
counselor gets up, goes around the desk, embraces the woman and
kisses her passionately. The woman shuts up and sits quietly in a
daze. The counselor turns to the husband and says "that is what
your wife needs at least three times a week. Can you do that?" The
husband thinks for a moment and replies, "Well, I can get her here
Monday and Wednesday.....but Friday I golf."
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Bishop’s Message April 2016
Holy disruption and the prayer which Jesus taught us

Calling all Messy Church teams in the Swindon
area!

This month Bishop Lee reminds us that God’s Kingdom is often
unsettling and messy. If we are going to pray ‘Your Kingdom come’ in
spirit and in truth let us be ready to welcome rather than resist this.

We would like to invite everyone involved in Messy Church to a
gathering of Messy Church teams from across the Swindon area at St
John’s, Parks on Wednesday 14th April from 7pm-8:45pm.

For fans of science fiction the term ‘disruptor’ may well bring to mind the
weapon used by the Klingons in Star Trek. For business people the
term is likely to evoke a thrill or a shudder and a practice which can be
as lethal to a company as the Klingon weapon was to the Starship
Enterprise. Disruption has become a new modus operandi in commerce
and describes the impact which radical and game-changing approaches
can have on whole industries.

We hope to support and encourage one another, pray together, share
ideas and discuss challenges. We would also like to talk about whether
we might like to arrange a training session and if so, what we would like
the training to cover and when would be the best time to arrange it. We
have secured a small pot of money to pay the expenses of inviting a
Messy Church trainer to Swindon.

Disruption has come through the advent and application of technology
which creates very different ways of operating and connecting with
markets. Most of us are familiar with how smartphones have
transformed consumer electronics. One small box now replaces an MP3
player, an electronic organiser, a satnav, a video player, and the remote
for your TV. In fact, a smartphone can replace the TV itself. Companies
such as Amazon and Google have recast an entire sector at the
expense of former giants such as Sony. This is disruption.
Disruption has also been applied to the learning process and
recognized as an essential requirement for learning itself. At the outset
of the new leadership programme aimed at resourcing CofE bishops we
were introduced to ‘disruptive learning’ – the immersion in new thinking
and behaviours which may be enjoyable but can also confuse and
produce anxiety. Disruptive learning affects how we see what is and
generates fresh ways of seeing and acting which can be very
uncomfortable.
In one of the parables of the Kingdom of Heaven recalled in Matthew
chapter 13, Jesus compares God’s Kingdom to a mustard seed which
grows to become a tree in which the birds of the air make their nests.
Through comparison with other texts of that period, some scholars are
now questioning whether this seed was more akin to a weed than a
cultivated plant. Paula Gooder likens its nature to mint in swiftly
spreading beyond the patch in which it was planted. Such a mustard
seed has a further disruptive quality about it in attracting ‘the birds of the
air’, not usually great friends of the farmer and a term used in Jesus’
day of the Gentile nations.
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This time we would especially love to know:What has excited/encouraged you about your Messy Church in the last
six months?
What are your biggest challenges?
What themes have gone well? – please bring any particularly good
sessions for others to take away and maybe some examples of the
crafts?
What food crafts have gone well? Any particular winners for Easter?
Can you bring some to share?!
No need to book, just come along – the more the merrier!
From Becky Lafford (Pinehurst) and Linda Fletcher (Parks and Walcot)

Free Workshop
Saturday 16th April, 2016 at Uplands School, Swindon 9.30.a.m. to
4.00.p.m.
Hidden Disabilities - Making the Visible, invisible - living with disabilities
can make your world very different. If others don't understand it can
lead to very daunting experiences. The day will explore Autism, Mental
Health, Hearing Loss, among other hidden disabilities. Our workshop
aims to help us learn through a range of hidden disabilities, how we can
help be a more understanding and inclusive society. Booking forms
available from tim.mason@1100rotaryeclub.org
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Through the lens offered by this parable, praying ‘Your Kingdom come’
means to invite and welcome disruption; God’s Kingdom is neither neat
nor predictable and once it takes root it may lead to a great deal of
untidiness. We see this clearly with Jesus who was better known for
attracting tax collectors and prostitutes than the reputable and
respectable. And Jesus’ disciples experienced highly disruptive
learning, discovering for themselves that transforming work of God
which was both exhilarating and deeply disturbing.
If we are serious about creating connections with God, with each other,
and with our communities; if by the grace of God we are to make
disciples, grow leaders, and engage with younger generations; this will
not come without disruption - in our church life and in our personal life.
To pray the Lord’s Prayer with integrity requires you and me to invite
and welcome God’s disruptive work among us. I wonder whether this
month you would dare to ask the Spirit of God to do a disruptive but
holy work in you and your church fellowship before you utter those
words which begin, Our Father..?
+Lee

For more information please contact : scchaplaincy@btinternet.com
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Church Services in the Partnership

Partnership AGM 2016

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze

Will be held, during a service of worship
on Sunday 10 April, 10:30am
at Holy Trinity Church, Shaw

Date
03 April

Time
10:00am

10 April
17 April
24 April
24 April

10:30am
10:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

Form
Partnership Communion followed by
Baptisms
Partnership AGM @ HTS
Family Service followed by Baptisms
Communion
Partnership Prayer and Praise

Holy Trinity Shaw
Date
03 April
10 April
10 April
17 April
24 April

Time
10:00am
10:30am
4:00pm
10:30am
10:30am

Form
Partnership Communion @ St Mary’s
Partnership AGM
Messy Church
Morning Service
All Age Communion

Toothill
Date
03 April
10 April
13 April
17 April
24 April
27 April

Time
10:00am
10:30am
11:30am
10:30am
10:30am
11:30am

Form
Partnership Communion @ St Mary’s
Partnership AGM @ HTS
Midweek Service
Morning Service
Communion
Midweek Communion

During the service we will
• Review and approve our 2015 annual report
• Review our finances in 2015 and select our auditor for 2016
• Examine progress on the things we decided last year
• Thank those who have served us
• Agree our priorities for 2016 and beyond
• Elect those who will serve us
• Nominate those to serve from a CofE point of view
(the CofE Annual Parochial Church Meeting is Thu 21 April 7:30pm at
Toothill)
Paper copies of the annual report should be available in advance, or on
the day, please ask your Partnership Council rep.
All the information you need will also be published at
http://WSwinLyd.org.uk/council/report/.

Offertory at the Partnership Services
on 3rd and 10th April will be our
contribution to support Flame FM.

Partnership Prayer and Praise
Please note Summer venue and time

Sunday 24 April 2016
5.00pm

Westlea
Date
03 April
10 April
17 April
24 April

Time
10:00am
10:30am
10:00am
10:00am

Form
Partnership Communion @ St Mary’s
Partnership AGM @ HTS
Communion
Swap
Page 10 of 20

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze
The theme will be

“The Good Shepherd”
All Welcome
This is an opportunity to Pray and Praise together
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