Contact Information:
The Partnership office is open:
Monday - Friday 9:00 – 12:00pm.
Tuesday 8.30 – 11.30am
The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is:
wspartnershipoffice@gmail.com
To publicise any News or Events in the next edition of
In Partnership covering June, please send them to
the office no later than 18 May.
The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.
The editor’s e-mail address is: wspartnershipoffice@gmail.com
The Partnership web site is http://www.wswinlyd.org.uk
Partnership Team Minister: Revd Capt Clive Deverell
Email: clive.deverell@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 877111
Associate Minister: Revd Trevor Day
Email: Trevor.Day@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 875373 or
Mobile: 07918 125826
Partnership Youth Worker: Claire Camm
Email: clairecamm1@gmail.com Tel: 07981 951381
Partnership Primary Age Schools Worker: Gayle Bryon
Email: gayleschoolswork@gmail.com
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In Partnership
May 2016

“Easter” is not just for Easter-Time … It’s for life!
Lent, Holy Week and the Easter week-end have passed for this year;
yet Easter continues.
Even after the Ascension [Thu-5May’16], Pentecost/Whitsun [Sun15May’16] and Trinity Sunday [22May’16]; Easter continues for each of
us.

FROM THE REGISTERS
Baptisms
03 April 2016

Evie Grace Way

17 April 2016

Noah William Ford

Strictly speaking, I know that the time after Trinity is referred to as
‘Ordinary Time’ and goes on until the feast of “Christ the King” towards
end-November, just before Advent]; and yes! We don’t formally call that
Easter, but throughout our lives we remember, what Jesus did for us at
that first Easter-Tide.

PRAYERS

We recognise that Jesus suffered a horrible death by crucifixion as a
sacrifice for the sins of everyone; past, present and future and we know
that he rose again after death. We remember this time when we break
bread and drink wine together at our Eucharist or Holy Communion.

Flame FM Launch

We don’t forget Jesus, just because we are now approaching Ordinary
Time. It’s not a time to forget. Neither is it a time to relax our faith in
Jesus Christ.
Yet, it can be a good time to reflect on how we live as Jesus has
commanded us to live. St John reminds us in his Gospel [John
13vv34-35]:
“A new command I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”
As many of you know, from my mid-6’s [1957] until my early 60’s, I had
been a chorister and these words of Jesus have been set to music as
anthems by many composers over the centuries [from the 16thc by Tallis
and Shepherd to some of my favourite settings by contemporary writers,
Nardone and Aston]. Listening [really listening] to the words being can
be a useful reminder of what Jesus did for us and what he expects of
us.
The week after Easter, my wife [Coby] and I ventured off for a week to
Rome, a city, which neither of us had ever visited. It didn’t need to
have been just after Easter, it could have been any time of the year, but
the weather was good [70-75º F each day].
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Please pray for:Those displaced by violence in Syria and Iraq.

Prayer for refugees
O Lord, who sees all things, you know the needs of refugees in all
lands.
We pray at this time particularly for those who have fled Syria and now
live in homes, churches and camps in the region and across our
continent of Europe.
Watch over them.
Give wisdom, generosity and boldness to all who make decisions about
their welcome and their welfare, and to all whose hearts move them to
offer help.
May all Syrian refugees find true refuge.
Amen

Well Done!
Methodist Homes: Our Revd Mike Dilly, Chaplain at Methodist Homes
has told us that Fitzwarren House has been awarded ‘outstanding’ for
its care by the Care Quality Commission (CQC)
Water Aid: A very encouraging £278.23 was raised for Water Aid by
Toothill Church. £62 of which came from other churches as a result of
publicising during Lent, counting was fun as well as we came across a
trolley token and several foreign coins!!
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Quiet Day
Saturday 14 May 2016
10.00am to 3.30pm

St Katherine’s Church, Savernake SN8 3BG
WAIT HERE – preparing for Pentecost.
Leaders The Revd. Clare Downing, Moderator URC Wessex
St Katherine’s is a hidden treasure set in the middle of the beautiful
Savernake Forest. Come and open your heart and mind in prayer and
stillness.
Contact Liz Overthrow to book: email : liz.overthrow@btinternet.com
tel:l 01380 722404
Please bring your own lunch – drinks will be provided.

Do you know a budding foster carer?
The spring phase of Swindon Borough Council’s campaign to recruit
more foster carers is underway and parishioners are asked to consider
whether they could help and also spread the word.
There is still a pressing need for foster carers in the borough and you
really could hold the key.
If you, or someone you know, could help nurture a child’s potential,
foster care might be the perfect opportunity.

We journeyed there and back by train [via and over-night in Geneva] …
it was a journey full of being surrounded by God’s creation. The
Thames valley, Wealds of Kent, the flat lands of Western France, to the
snow-covered Alps of Switzerland and Italy then down to the ancient
city of Rome. We reflected that if we’d flown we would have seen
nothing of these wonders.
Our reaction to Rome was that it is a beautiful city and one not to be
missed, if ever you get the opportunity; and yes! Coby and I both threw
a coin in the Trevi Fountain, so we’ll be back!
It is full of ancient history [well … fairly ancient] and almost everywhere
you go, there is another church. One thing, that struck me, was, that
two of the largest basilicae there [you may need to check the plural]
were St Peter’s [the well known one in The Vatican City] and St Paul’s,
which is outside the walls of the city of Rome. My feelings are, that
this sort of reflects the way that St Paul was with Jesus direct team of
Apostles [as it were]. St Peter takes pride of place in the centre, yet St
Paul’s is outside. But that was what his mission was, to serve those
‘outside’ the Jewish faith [the Gentiles], while Peter was given the Keys
to the Kingdom and was a key player in the movement along with the
Jews; although they both ended their lives in Rome.
I’m not going to provide a diary of our trip to Rome, except to say, that
experiences that we encounter in our lives are all part of our own Easter
journeys with Christ.

Age, marital status, sexuality, and whether you are a parent or not are
no barrier to fulfilling this vital role.

Strangers we meet [ie the friends we haven’t yet met] during many and
various aspects of our lives, are opportunities to practice Jesus’s
command to love one another, as He loved us.

Carers receive payment and allowances to help cover their time and
expenses, as well as free ongoing training to develop new skills so they
blossom too.

So, as we get ready to enter “Ordinary Time” [it’s ok, it’s only 22 or so
weeks long] we remember that Easter is not just once a year, but is a
gift for all of us now and always.

To find out more, call: (01793) 464329, email:
fosteringrecruitment@swindon.gov.uk or go online at
www.swindon.gov.uk/fostering

“A new command I give you: Love one another!”
Revd Trevor Day
Pentecost - that day in Jerusalem when God poured out the Holy
Spirit
A Christian may not always be conscious of the Holy Spirit’s presence,
but he would not even be a Christian in his absence.
John Blanchard
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We invite you to join us this Summer for

Regular activities

Big Church Day Out 26 – 30 May 2016

2nd Sunday each month
Messy Church

08 May
4-5:30pm @ Shaw

Every Monday
After School Youth Group

3:30 – 6:00pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Contact Claire Camm 07981951381

Every Tuesday
Coffee Stop

1:30 – 3:00pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Bell Ringing

7-9pm St Mary’s Bell Tower

Remix Youth Group

6:30 – 8:45pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Contact Claire Camm 07981951381

2nd Wednesday of each month
Mothers Union
Contact Doreen Henderson 07434377587

11 May
2pm @ St Mary’s Stable Room

Every Thursday
Toothill Tinies

10-11:30am @ Toothill

New Wine 23 – 29 July or 31 July – 06 August

We contacted you last year when Bible Society was recruiting
volunteers to work in the Bible Society café at New Wine.
Thank you to the many people who came along! We had a
great time and were so successful that this year we have been asked to
host a café at Big Church Day Out as well.
In return 1 - 2 shifts per day, you'll get:
•
A free BCDO ticket/Free New Wine ticket (depending which you volunteer for)
•
Three meals per day
•
Full training
•
Opportunity to attend worship events during down time
•
Uniform provided by Bible Society during the event
You'll need to:
•
be over 18 or over 16 with an accompanying adult
•
provide your own tent or caravan – yes it's camping!
•
be open to using your faith in serving others ( NW only)
•
be physically fit
•
be prepared to muck in and have fun!

For more information please contact Susan Wingrave, on
Email: susan.wingrave@biblesociety.org.uk Tel: 01793 418319

Christian Vision for Men – The Gathering
‘He gave us eyes to see them’

24th – 26th June Lynt Farm, SN6 7QZ
(off the main road between Highworth and Lechlade)

Stained Glass windows

The cost is £95 per person until 31st May, then £100 per person.
The Gathering is an annual event which includes powerful gospel
ministry, Bible teaching and a range of seminars, held over the
weekend.
Worship will be led by Graham Kendrick, Mark Tate and band.
Speakers include Carl Beech, Nathan Blackaby, Roy Crowne and Mike
Vickers. Bookings can be made online at:
www.thegatheringformen.com or by calling the CVM Office on: 01246
452483. This event is usually sold out, so make sure you book in good
time. Other attractions include comedy, sport, inflatables, music, cool
cars and a bar. It is a great opportunity for Christian men to bring along
their mates who don’t go to church as well as those who do.

You may know the story of the little girl with her family during a guided
tour around a cathedral.
As the bright sun streamed through one of the windows, she asked the
guide, who were the people depicted there. ‘Those are the saints,’ he
replied.
Later that evening the girl told her mummy, ‘I know who the saints are.’
‘Do you, dear? Who are they?’ the mother asked. The little girl replied:
‘They are the people who let the light shine through.’
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Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations
Coming soon please put these in your diaries.

Saturday 11 June
Toothill Church 2.00 - 4.00pm
Afternoon Cream Tea
Cream Tea will be £2 and there will be FREE cucumber sandwiches.
Last Night at the Proms Community Songs will be performed. There will
also be memorabilia of the Queens reign on show.
For more information please contact Debbie on 01793 321677

St Mary’s 2.00 – 4.00pm Open Bell Tower
An opportunity to see inside the bell tower and ring a bell over a
weekend in which the bells will ring in thanksgiving for the Queen’s 90th
birthday.

Sunday 12 June
Toothill Church 10.30am
The West Swindon and Lydiard Tregoze Church Partnership invite you
to a Service of Holy Communion in Toothill Church at 10.30 am to
celebrate the 90th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.
The service will be led by Revd Trevor Day and David Hoar.
All are welcome to the service and there will be a gift for all attending.

St Mary’s 2.00 – 4.30pm
Strawberry Tea
Raising money for St Mary’s with a free gift for all attending.

Holy Trinity Shaw 4.00pm
Messy Church
Messy Church hopes to round off the Queen's birthday celebrations.
There will be games, crafts and a birthday tea as well as thanks for our
Queen and the King she serves. No age limits, everyone is welcome.

Bible Society Café Volunteers wanted

St Mary’s 5.00pm
This will be a celebration of the Queen's 90th birthday and will be led by
Revd . Capt. Clive Deverell and Bishop of Swindon Dr Lee Rayfield .
Included in it will be the blessing of the restored Reredos.
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Christian Aid Collection
at Swindon Railway Station
Christian Aid Week this year is 15th to 21st May. My plan is, subject to
having enough volunteers, to try and collect during the morning and
evening peak periods on each of the weekdays that week (Monday 16th
to Friday 20th). The times that I have suggested to the Station Manager
are 7am to 9.30am and 5pm to 7.30pm. I’m not sure how many people
we’d need at anyone time until I’ve firmed up the arrangements with the
Station Manager but imagine it wouldn’t be more than 4 or 5 at the most
as otherwise we’d get in the way. I’m going to get back in touch with her
shortly to confirm arrangements so that sort of detail can wait until I’ve
done that. The main thing at the moment is to make people aware that
is happening.
As I see it the main benefits of doing this collection, apart from raising
the profile of Christian Aid and hopefully raising a good amount of
money, are to reach people from the large areas of the town not
covered by the house-to-house collections and to allow people from
churches that do not otherwise get involved with Christian Aid to
contribute to Christian Aid Week.
Contact details : George Kennedy - telephone 01793 772589 or this
email address for anyone who is interested or wants more details.

Purton’s Annual Christian Aid Quiz
If you want hours of fun and frustration why not have a go at Purton’s
Quiz in aid of Christian Aid funds. This year the quiz is based on
villages, towns and cities in the UK and Ireland and all you have to do is
guess the well-known phrase, title , song or saying with the name of a
town in it…you will be given initial letters eg H I V = ’Hove into
View’….the town being Hove!
The quiz is available now from libbie@sheppard.org and needs to be
completed and returned to her by Christian Aid Week…May 20th
Do contact Libbie for more details. Cost is £1.50 with a £20 PRIZE!
Maybe Christian Aid reps in each church group would like to take on
responsibility of contacting Libbie and then selling copies on behalf for
Christian Aid funds. Copies will also be available from Bath Road
Methodist Church daily from the Flame office and studio from May 2.
Libbie is looking forward to hearing-mails from you.
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Rodbourne Methodist Church
Quiz Night
Friday May 13th
7.30pm Prompt
You are invited to enter up to 6 persons per team for this fun event.
Entry £4 per person, including light refreshments.
All proceeds in aid of Christian Aid
Confirmation of entry would be appreciated to
David Holder 01793 527401 (davis.holder@btinternet.com)

Willows Counselling Service
Quiz Night, FRIDAY 13th May 2016 at 7pm
Tables of 4 - £24/Individual £6. Includes Nibbles and a glass of Wine or
Soft Drink.
Rolls for Sale in the interval!
Come along and join in the fun-tickets from: 01793 426650

The Fourth Old Town Beer Festival
Saturday 14th May between 12noon-10pm.
This year we are trying to keep the beers and ciders as local as
possible with more than 45 different cask ales and ciders available.
There will also be excellent hot food available to purchase from Wilsons
Butchers
TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE and can be bought from Magnum Wine
or online: www.oldtownbeerfestival.com. They are selling fast so
purchase early to avoid disappointment.
This year, two local businesses have come together to jointly sponsor
the 4th Annual Old Town Beer Festival, The Hop Inn and Los Gatos.
Taking Jesus
A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus
with them to Jerusalem. A small child replied: "They couldn't get a baby
sitter."
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A matter of life and death

The Wall of Answered Prayers

I read in the paper recently that 2015 was a bumper year for deaths and
that life expectancy fell last year for the first time in twenty years. The
Office for National Statistics (ONS) stated this as it sought to explain a
5.6% increase in deaths in England and Wales. The report suggested
that there were two primary factors; one was flu with the suggestion that
the vaccine administered for that particular flu season was inadequate,
and the other factor was death through dementia.

£10,000 pledged in just 5 days to see a National Prayer Landmark
built

I have no feel for what impact such a story will have on those who read
it, though to be flippant undertakers and pension fund managers will not
be complaining! We used to say that death was a taboo subject in the
so-called developed world. I’m not sure I would call it a taboo, I just
think that we don’t have a narrative within ‘modern Britain’ from which
we can frame our understanding of death. Consequently, our response
seems to be that of bewilderment, anger and confusion for the
bereaved, and avoidance tactics for the rest of the population.
People will often say to me things like, “I’m not frightened of dying, I just
worry about the way I will die.” Nobody I know likes the idea of dying
alone, drugged to the eyeballs in a hospital bed somewhere/anywhere.
Though we can’t quite imagine what dying well might look like, I think,
when it comes, we all aspire to die well.
Though I was and remain adamantly against the Assisted Dying Bill that
MP’s thankfully and forcefully kicked into the long grass last year, I do
have questions as to why we keep people whose quality of life is
seriously degraded in a way that seems, at times unnecessary.
Whether it’s fear of litigation on the part of medics or pressure from
relatives I have no idea.
The Bible says we are ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ (Psalm 139:14),
but we were not made to live forever. We age, our bodies age and
huge sums of money are invested in cosmetic surgery or working out if
we can isolate the gene which ages us so that we might look good all
our lives! As a pensioner, I am now told that the secret to longevity is to
ensure I walk 10,000 steps every day until I can stagger no more.
Here’s my main point. Without a narrative within which we can interpret
death, it will always seem scary, bewildering and confusing. It’s time to
think again.
As I write we are in the season of Easter. For me one of the most
moving moments of the Christian year is at the end of the Eucharist in
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In the first 5 days since a national crowd funding campaign was
launched on Sunday (3rd April) to build a prayer landmark in the UK,
£10,000 has already been pledged towards the £45,000 target.
The Wall is the vision of Richard Gamble, who 12 years ago carried a
cross through Leicestershire.
Richard Gamble is the former Leicester Football Chaplain and
International Director of Sports Chaplaincy UK but believes his next task
is to build a prayer wall for the nation.
Mr Gamble and a growing team is seeking to construct a Christian
symbol, equivalent to the Angel of the North, and a 40 day Kickstarter
campaign is attempting to fundraise the initial funds to make this
happen.
If the Kickstarter is successful, The Wall will be made up of a million
bricks - each brick will represent an answered prayer.
Mr Gamble wants the landmark to be built next to a motorway, so that
thousands of people will be able to drive past each day and believe that
Jesus is alive and that prayers will be answered.
Speaking about the first £10,000 pledged towards the Kickstarter
campaign, Richard Gamble, Director of The Wall said:
"When the Kickstarter was launched, it was described to me like the
Nation had opened its wallet to get behind this huge step of faith that
has been taken. Initially money came in but in the middle of the week, it
slowed right down.
However, I'm excited to see the initial £10,000 pledged and hope this
is the start of a huge sense of growth to see this project come about.
What has inspired me the most in the last 5 days is the number of
people from across the world who have heard about this project and
given.
I believe this is going to be big and I'd love anyone who shares my heart
to join the journey!"
To find out more about the work of The Wall Kickstarter, please visit the
website: www.thewall.org.uk/kickstarter
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FLAME FM 87.8fm
THE FLAME FM LAUNCH
Sunday 1st May, 3pm-5pm
Bath Road Methodist Church. Free admission
The BigSing Thing, The Open Door Choir and a music ensemble
Clive will be broadcasting a number of times during the month. His
regular shows will be Monday and Thursday 6 – 8pm. From our
Partnership services in April we have been able to send over £250 to
support the work of Flame FM. A big thank you to you all.
FLAME FM CLOSING CONCERT folk involved in Flame taking part
Saturday 28th May 7.30pm-9.30pm
Bath Road Methodist Church
Tickets £5
Tickets available from Barbara@flamefm.co.uk 01793 536815
Money raised to go to Christian Aid

24-hour Pentecost Prayer

the Cathedral when the choir process out singing the Easter Anthems.
It gets me every time! Here is a sample.
“Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who
sleep. For as by man came death: by man has come also the
resurrection of the dead”
The Christian faith has a clear narrative around death. For those who
are “in Christ,” death is not an end but a new beginning. Life eternal is
a gift from God through faith in Christ and not something we earn.
Knowing the consequences of death sets us free to live the new life that
God wants for us now.
The Church, you and me are meant to be part of evidence of the risen
life that Jesus through his Resurrection brings. I sometimes think we
need to wake up to this truth. Is it true to say that what I think about
death can profoundly impact the way I think about life and how I live it?
HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! Now that’s what I call a
narrative!
+Mike

St John’s, Whitbourne Avenue, Parks
We are feeling prompted to hold a 24-hour Pentecost Prayer and
Worship for Parks and Walcot from 9am on Friday 13th May to 9am on
Saturday 14th May. This has come about mainly due to ‘Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done’ – A call to prayer request within the week
leading up to Pentecost from our Archbishop’s Justin and John. We
would love to have everyone who has a heart for the Kingdom to come
in Parks and Walcot to be a part of this. We believe it’s to be all
Christians coming together regardless of denomination with one heart –
to worship God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit and to pray ‘Thy Kingdom
come’ in this community.
Our main gathering will be in the evening, gathering from 7pm and then
beginning our worship at 7:30pm-9pm (including presentations and
prayer).
We are going to be saying The Lord’s Prayer in as many different
languages as possible from 6pm.
We plan to offer a variety of ways to pray throughout the 24 hours – on
an hourly basis – some times of more structured prayer, times where
we are using creative prayer stations/spaces, and times when a
particular group or church lead in their own style.
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05 May - Ascension Day
40 Days with the Risen Christ

40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day.
These are the 40 days during which the
Risen Christ appeared again and again to his
disciples, following his death and
resurrection.
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s
teachings and deeds during those forty days.
Jesus was seen by numerous disciples: on
the road to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He
strengthened and encouraged his disciples, and at last opened their
eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah. Jesus
also told them that as the Father had sent Him, He was now going to
send them - to all corners of the earth, as his witnesses.

Page 9 of 20

Westlea

Church Services in the Partnership
St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze
Date
01 May
08 May
Pentecost
15 May
22 May
29 May
29 May

Time
10:00am
10:00am

Form
Morning Service with Baptism
National Godparent Day
Communion followed by Baptisms

10:00am

Communion

10:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

Communion
Partnership Service @ Westlea Church
Partnership Prayer and Praise

Holy Trinity Shaw
Date
01 May
08 May
08 May
Pentecost
15 May
22 May
29 May

Time
10:30am
10:30am
4:00pm

Form
Communion
Morning Service
Messy Church

10:30am

Morning Service

10:30am
10:00am

Communion
Partnership Service @ Westlea Church

Date
01 May
08 May
Pentecost
15 May
22 May
29 May

Time
10:00am
10:00am

Form
Morning Service
Family Service

10:00am

Communion

10:00am
10:00am

Swap
Partnership Service

Ascension Day
Thursday 05 May 7.30pm
All Saints Lydiard Millicent

Partnership Prayer and Praise
Sunday 29 May 2016
Fellowship time 4.15pm in the Stable Room
Refreshments will be available
before the service at

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze

5.00pm
The theme will be

“Hymns and Songs Written by Women”

Toothill
Date
01 May
08 May
11 May
Pentecost
15 May
22 May
25 May
29 May

Time
10:30am
10:30am
11:30am

Form
All Age Service
Morning Service; NH & Music Group
Midweek Service

10:30am

Communion

10:30am
11:30am
10:00am

Morning Service
Midweek Communion
Partnership Service @ Westlea Church
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All Welcome
This is an opportunity to Pray and Praise together

Confirmation coming up
23 November; Ecumenical Confirmation and Public
Affirmation of Faith Service will take place at 7.30pm at
Holy Trinity Shaw.
If you are a child who will be in year 8 at Secondary
School or an adult who wishes to be Confirmed can
you please let Clive know before the end of June as
we will start preparation in July.
Baptism by immersion will be available if desired.
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