Contact Information:
The Partnership office is open:
Monday - Friday 9:00 – 12:00pm.
Tuesday 8.30 – 11.30am
The office number is 01793 874221. The office e-mail is:
wspartnershipoffice@gmail.com
To publicise any News or Events in the next edition of
In Partnership covering July/August, please send them to
the office no later than 18 June.
The address for correspondence is:
The Partnership Office, Holy Trinity Church, Shaw Village Centre,
SWINDON, SN5 5PY.
The editor’s e-mail address is: Office@WSwinLyd.org.uk
The Partnership web site is http://www.wswinlyd.org.uk
Partnership Team Minister: Revd Capt Clive Deverell
Email: clive.deverell@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 877111
Associate Minister: Revd Trevor Day
Email: Trevor.Day@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 875373 or
Mobile: 07918 125826
Partnership Youth Worker: Claire Camm
Email: Emerge-Youth@wswinlyd.org.uk Tel: 07981 951381
Partnership Primary Age Schools Worker: Gayle Bryon
Email: Primary-Schools@wswinlyd.org.uk
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In Partnership
June 2016

‘Mightier than the violent raging of the seas,

FROM THE REGISTERS

Mightier than the breakers on the shore –
The Lord above is mightier than these!’ (Psalm 93:4)
These are the words which greet you as you come down to Lee Bay, on
the Lee Abbey estate. As we arrived at Lee Abbey for a weekend break
in May, Rob and I were feeling somewhat ‘tossed about’ on the seas of
life. Nothing extraordinary, just the usual assortment of family/work/life
pressures that most people face at one time or other – or always. Yet,
as you step into ‘deep time’ which Lee Abbey offers all who go there,
you realise afresh that you are unique and that God loves you uniquely
in all your struggles; you are known and cherished as a son or a
daughter of the Living God, in the same way that human parents love
and cherish their children individually, except much more so. How
amazing is that?!
Through the teaching on prayer, we were reminded that in the Lord’s
prayer we are told by Jesus to pray ‘to the Father’ because God wants
us to have a relationship with him as his children. That would have
seemed truly astonishing and liberating when Jesus taught this; it still is
today. It was acknowledged that for those of us who have not
experienced good fathering, the fatherhood of God can prove extremely
problematic in developing relationship with God. Our God is three-inone: Father, Son and Holy Spirit and we cannot relate to one or two
parts without the other if we want to build a strong, living Christian faith.
Somehow, the negative image of fatherhood which we may have in-built
from the past needs to be restored and healed (not air-brushed) by
someone who knows and has the power to do that. Jesus, the healer,
is that person. It can take a lot of courage and determination to do this
‘inner work’ but, believe me, it is truly worth it. I would recommend
Harnhill Centre for Christian Healing, near
Cirencester.www.harnhill.centre.org.uk as a place to start (ask me if you
want more information).
As Rob and I left Lee Abbey, we realised that we felt refreshed and
restored, clean inside and ready to face the difficulties – some of which
wouldn’t be resolved easily – with the grace and power of the Holy Spirit
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Baptisms
01 May 2016

Horatio Charles William Allan

08 May 2016

Evie Grace Woodland

08 May 2016

Elliot James Lowe

21 May 2016

Connor Joseph Daws

22 May 2016

Lauren Mae Warwick

29 May 2016

Sienna Elise Berry

Funerals
16 May 2016

Margaret Esther Exton

PRAYERS
Please pray for:The drought to relent in Ethiopia so those who rely on crops and
livestock for their survival can recover, after the worst drought in 50
years, caused by erratic rains and the El Niño effect, which has led to
extreme weather patterns around the globe.
The events taking place to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday.

Prayer of thanks for the Queen
Father,
We thank you for our Queen, for her ninety years of life – and still
counting! Thank you for her example of commitment and service; for her
perseverance through sunshine and storm. Most of all thank you for the
wisdom she has to know that her security and significance come from
you alone. You are her Lord and King and Saviour – and you are ours.
May we all, Sovereign or Subject, put our trust in you and walk more
closely with you day by day, in thankfulness for Jesus Christ, who
makes that relationship possible. Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
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renewed within us. Paul writes in his letter to the Corinthian Church,
‘We have this treasure in jars of clay’ (2 Cor 4:7).
Like pots, we all need ‘re-filling’ from time to time because although we
have the ‘treasure’ of the light of Christ within us, we all get worn; we
crack; we break; we leak. So, if you feel like a broken or cracked pot
and are wondering where Jesus is in your life, maybe you need refilling? Ask God for more of his Holy Spirit. Ask a friend to pray with you
or your healing team in church. Get away to Lee Abbey in Devon, New
Wine, or Greenbelt or other such retreat centres or Christian festivals
over the summer. God wants us to be living lives of power and grace –
but we need to ask him to fill us continually with his Spirit of power and
grace. We cannot do it without Him!
Claire Camm

19 June - Father’s Day
This celebration’s history began at the beginning of the 20th century in
Spokane, Washington, USA. In 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd imagined this
Day while listening to a sermon at Mother’s Day in the Methodist
Church in Spokane. It was a Sunday, and she thought about a holiday
honoring her father, William Smart, a Civil War veteran, whose wife died
when Sonora was 16 and he had to take care of six children alone.
The next year, on 19 June, 1910, Sonora together with the help of the
Spokane Ministerial Association and of the Young Male’s Christian
Association organized a tribute to fathers by going to church wearing a
red rose for a living father or a white rose for a deceased one. Sonora
herself travelled through the city in a covered carriage offering gifts to
shut-in fathers. This was the first time Father’s Day was observed in
history.
But it took many years for this holiday to become official. Despite
support from Christian organizations, the holiday was satirized as being
shallow and commercial. Presidents Woodrow Wilson, Calvin Coolidge
and Lyndon Johnson, as well as Senator Margaret Chase Smith
intervened in favor of the Father’s Day, but it was all futile. Only in 1972,
President Nixon’s proclamation made it a national holiday. It is
celebrated on the third Sunday of June each year.
Extract from http://fathersdayuk.co.uk/fathers-day-uk/
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Regular activities
nd

2

Bible Society Café Volunteers wanted
We invite you to join us this Summer for

Sunday each month

Messy Church

12 June
4-5:30pm @ Shaw

Every Monday
After School Youth Group

3:30 – 6:00pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Contact Claire Camm 07981951381

Every Tuesday
Coffee Stop

1:30 – 3:00pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Bell Ringing

7-9pm St Mary’s Bell Tower

Remix Youth Group

6:30 – 8:45pm @ Holy Trinity Shaw

Contact Claire Camm 07981951381

Contact Doreen Henderson 07434377587

We contacted you last year when Bible Society was
recruiting volunteers to work in the Bible Society café at New Wine.
Thank you to the many people who came along! We had a great time
and were so successful that this year we have been asked to host a
café at Big Church Day Out as well.
In return 1 - 2 shifts per day, you'll get:
•
A free BCDO ticket/Free New Wine ticket (depending which you volunteer for)
•
Three meals per day
•
Full training
•
Opportunity to attend worship events during down time
•
Uniform provided by Bible Society during the event

08 June
2pm @ St Mary’s Stable Room
10-11:30am @ Toothill

For more information please contact Susan Wingrave, on
Email: susan.wingrave@biblesociety.org.uk Tel: 01793 418319

Every Thursday
Toothill Tinies

New Wine 23 – 29 July or 31 July – 06 August

You'll need to:
•
be over 18 or over 16 with an accompanying adult
•
provide your own tent or caravan – yes it's camping!
•
be open to using your faith in serving others ( NW only)
•
be physically fit
•
be prepared to muck in and have fun!

2nd Wednesday of each month
Mothers Union

Big Church Day Out 26 – 30 May 2016

Life in the Circus

Christian Vision for Men – The Gathering

A couple who worked at the circus wanted to adopt a child. Social
workers had doubts about their suitability, but the couple produced
photos of their large motor-home, which was equipped with a beautiful
nursery. As for education, not only was there a nanny, but also a fulltime tutor to teach the child all the usual subjects along with French,
Mandarin and computer skills. Finally, the social workers were
satisfied, and had only one last question. "What age child are you
hoping to adopt?"

24th – 26th June Lynt Farm, SN6 7QZ
(off the main road between Highworth and Lechlade)

"Oh, we don’t mind at all,” the couple assured them. “As long as he fits
in the cannon."
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The cost is £95 per person until 31st May, then £100 per person.
The Gathering is an annual event which includes powerful gospel
ministry, Bible teaching and a range of seminars, held over the
weekend.
Worship will be led by Graham Kendrick, Mark Tate and band.
Speakers include Carl Beech, Nathan Blackaby, Roy Crowne and Mike
Vickers. Bookings can be made online at:
www.thegatheringformen.com or by calling the CVM Office on: 01246
452483. This event is usually sold out, so make sure you book in good
time. Other attractions include comedy, sport, inflatables, music, cool
cars and a bar. It is a great opportunity for Christian men to bring along
their mates who don’t go to church as well as those who do.
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Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations

The Archbishop of Canterbury

Coming soon please put these in your diaries.

finally finds out who his real father was…

Saturday 11 June
Toothill Church 2.00 - 4.00pm
Afternoon Cream Tea
Cream Tea will be £2 and there will be FREE cucumber sandwiches.
Last Night at the Proms Community Songs will be performed. There will
also be memorabilia of the Queens reign on show.
For more information please contact Debbie on 01793 321677

St Mary’s 2.00 – 4.00pm Open Bell Tower
An opportunity to see inside the bell tower and ring a bell over a
weekend in which the bells will ring in thanksgiving for the Queen’s 90th
birthday. The St John Triptych and the newly restored Reredos will
additionally be open on 12th June

Sunday 12 June
Toothill Church 10.30am
The West Swindon and Lydiard Tregoze Church Partnership invite you
to a Service of Holy Communion in Toothill Church at 10.30am to
celebrate the 90th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.
The service will be led by Revd Trevor Day and David Hoar.
All are welcome to the service and there will be a gift for all attending.

St Mary’s 2.00 – 4.30pm
Strawberry Tea
Raising money for St Mary’s with a free gift for all attending.

Holy Trinity Shaw 4.00pm
Messy Church
Messy Church rounds off the Queen's birthday celebrations, for
children, with games, crafts and a birthday tea as well as thanks for our
Queen and the King she serves. No age limits, everyone is welcome.

In April the Archbishop of Canterbury discovered that his father was not
Gavin Welby, as he had always believed. Instead, DNA testing
confirmed that his real father was the late Sir Anthony Montague
Browne, a personal aide of Winston Churchill.
In a personal statement Justin Welby spoke of his complete surprise at
the news (confirmed by a DNA test following a Telegraph investigation)
and said his mother has been a wonderful part of his life and continues
to be so, praising her determination for overcoming alcohol addiction.
“My own experience is typical of many people. To find that one's father
is other than imagined is not unusual. To be the child of families with
great difficulties in relationships, with substance abuse or other matters,
is far too normal.”
But, the Archbishop went on: “I know that I find who I am in Jesus
Christ, not in genetics, and my identity in Him never changes. Even
more importantly my role as Archbishop makes me constantly aware of
the real and genuine pain and suffering of many around the world,
which should be the main focus of our prayers.
“Although there are elements of sadness, and even tragedy in my
father's (Gavin Welby’s) case, this is a story of redemption and hope
from a place of tumultuous difficulty and near despair in several lives. It
is a testimony to the grace and power of Christ to liberate and redeem
us, grace and power which is offered to every human being.
“At the very outset of my inauguration service three years ago,
Evangeline Kanagasooriam, a young member of the Canterbury
Cathedral congregation, said: ‘We greet you in the name of Christ. Who
are you, and why do you request entry?’
“To which I responded: ‘I am Justin, a servant of Jesus Christ, and I
come as one seeking the grace of God to travel with you in His service
together.’
What has changed? Nothing!

St Mary’s 5.00pm
This will be a celebration of the Queen's 90th birthday and will be led by
Revd . Capt. Clive Deverell and Bishop of Swindon Dr Lee Rayfield.
Included in it will be the blessing of the restored Reredos.
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Think, Pray, Vote: EU Referendum (Continued)
we encourage you to explore these as well. The resource includes
personal opinions from two Christians who will be voting in different
ways in the referendum, as well as offering further resources and some
background information on the EU. This resource can be used in a
variety of ways, either individually or as part of a group discussion.
Some Churches Together groups will be organising hustings or
question time events before the election. You can find advice and
information on running these events, as well as further resources, at
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/eu-referendum and www.actsparl.org
On either side of the debate there are individuals with passionately held
views on the question of the UK’s membership to the EU. Whatever our
position as Christians we should work to ensure that our discussions
are respectful, our decisions are taken with good grace and that it is
God’s kingdom that is central rather than our own.
Taken from Joint Publications.org.uk

WEBA - AGM and Summer Gathering
20 June @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Hanham Baptist Church in Bristol
For the past three years we have combined the WEBA AGM with a
chance to meet at one of our churches and share food together on a
summer evening.
This year we are returning to Hanham Baptist Church in Bristol, who
provided an excellent BBQ for us three years ago, and have promised
to do the same again!
The AGM will be at 7pm, preceded by a BBQ in the church garden at
6pm, weather permitting.
Each church has a responsibility to send one voting representative to
the Association AGM. Others are welcome to come along and hear
what God is doing among our churches and missional communities.
There is no charge for the AGM or BBQ, but we do need you to register
for both catering and voting purposes.
You can do this at https://webaagm2016.eventbrite.co.uk, or by
contacting the WEBA office at office@webassoc.org.uk or on 0117 965
8828.
WEBA’s annual report and accounts will be made available on this
website several weeks in advance of the AGM.
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individuals, as members of organisations and communities, and as
countries. Whether it concerns questions of sovereignty, the free
movement of people, or where laws are made and enforced, these are
issues that influence and affect our relationships, and as such, our faith
has much to share.
The UK has a longstanding relationship with the other nations of
Europe. Our churches have well established links with Christian
communities and congregations across the continent; these
relationships extend to nations that are currently part of the European
Union and those that are not. It is not an issue of whether we need and
value these relationships, or even whether we belong in Europe, but
whether that sense of belonging is best expressed by being part of the
European Union.
The real referendum question
The referendum question might therefore be phrased as: “To what
extent does the European Union enhance or hinder our ability to love
our neighbour and, in doing so, our ability to love God?”
You may like to have that at the back of your mind as you work your
way through the more detailed material in this resource, along with
these other general questions:
• Who, in this context, is our neighbour? Are we talking about
neighbours in our local communities, in the UK, in Europe, or in the
wider world?
• It is an important aim to have good relations with all countries, in
Europe and elsewhere. Does our membership of the European
Union help us with this, or hinder us?
• All political and economic structures are made by humans and
therefore flawed. The referendum offers us a choice between
political and economic structures where the UK is part of the EU or
outside the EU. Which would best enable us to fulfil our Christian
duty towards God and our neighbour?
Can the EU, in its current or a reformed state, achieve the ideals we
might have for it?
Using this resource
This resource explores some of the key issues in the debate. These
may not be the issues which are being covered in the media, but they
explore crucial questions about how the UK relates to the EU, now and
in the future. There may be other issues, not covered in this resource,
which are particularly important to you as Christians in your area, and
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Think, Pray, Vote:

When the Vicar won Wimbledon

EU Referendum resources for churches
Which neighbours are we talking about: those in our local
communities, in the UK, in Europe, or in the wider world? Does
economic union help our relationship with some nations while
hindering others? Does the way the European Union makes laws
aid or impede our Christian duty?
Introduction
On 23 June each of us will be asked to answer the question "Should the
United Kingdom remain a member of the European Union or leave the
European Union?"
Behind the simple challenge of the referendum question there are many
others which are not on the ballot paper. The referendum is surrounded
by controversy, and because opinions differ, so does the interpretation
of facts. This resource does not presume to say which way people
should vote. Rather, it explores the issues surrounding a range of
aspects of membership of the European Union (EU), and offers different
opinions and perspectives. Christians may not agree on how to vote in
the referendum, but we can each reflect thoughtfully and prayerfully on
the issues involved.
Love your neighbour
As Christians we are called to work, live and pray for a better society.
This includes participating in the political processes that shape the lives
of our communities, our country and our world. It is our identity as
followers of Jesus that will both engage us in the referendum and shape
our response. How, then, do we allow our faith to inform our answer to
one of the biggest political decisions facing the United Kingdom?
The gospel accounts remind us that Jesus said the greatest
commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind”, while the second is to “love your
neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22:36-40). Jesus reinforces the
established Old Testament principle that our relationship with God
affects the way we relate to and live with one another. These human
relationships are an expression of our relationship with God; the two are
intertwined.

“Lawn Tennis,” wrote J.B. Priestley, “is a name with the mildest
associations. It suggests a companion pastime to croquet, a lateVictorian thing, bright with petticoats and delicately clouded with
curates.”
So it seemed with the development of Wimbledon’s All England Lawn
Tennis Club from its beginnings in 1869 as a Croquet Club, at which
“Gentlemen are requested not to play in their shirt sleeves when ladies
are present.” However, with the addition of tennis courts to the grounds,
the new game gained ascendency, and the first Wimbledon Tennis
Championships took place in 1877.
It was at the third tournament of 1879 that the Rev J.T. Hartley, vicar of
Burneston in Yorkshire, won the All-Comers Gentlemen’s Singles out of
an entry of 45 competitors at Wimbledon, and repeated the feat the
following year.
On the middle Sunday of the tournament, he was obliged to dash back
to Yorkshire to deliver his church sermon before returning once again to
complete his triumph at the All-England Club.
Never again was a clergyman to win Wimbledon. (Though in their
dreams I am sure many clergy have appeared in the final a number of
times!)
Many of the early players were highly idiosyncratic. In the 1921 quarterfinals Randolph Lycett was playing Zenzo Shimidzu on one of the
hottest days in memory. During the third set, Lycett had to be revived
with gin every time he changed ends. In the fifth set, muzzy and
staggering, he ordered a bottle of Champagne to be brought out onto
the Centre Court, and he consumed the last drop of it as the umpire
called, “Shimidzu leads by nine games to eight in the final set.” The
gallery hardly knew whether to object or sympathise when Lycett
dropped his racket, and then on hands and knees crawled round in
search of it. To most people’s relief, Shimidzu won the match.
Today a Bosnian, Novak Djokovic, as world’s Number One, leads a
dazzling array of players who - almost universally - see Wimbledon as
‘the big W’ - that can seemingly make a man or woman immortal.

But what does this have to do with the European Union, the Schengen
Agreement and the single market? The answer is that each of these
refers to and directly impacts upon how we relate to each other as
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Lifepath
Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th June
Following the success of last year’s amazing event the plans for this
years Lifepath at Malmesbury Abbey are under way. Nine primary
schools are booked in (405 children attending!), including our own
Westlea Primary. Lots of volunteers have signed up but many more
helpers are required to make this a special day for the children and
school staff who will be attending. If you would like to know more about
this event and think you could get involved then please email Gayle on
gayleschoolswork@gmail.com
A number of us from the Partnership have signed already but it would
be great to have more of a West Swindon Team up so please come and
join us.
Here is a clip of what last year’s Lifepath looked like:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTNfYsiNIGE

Time Travellers Activity Day St Marys Church
Thursday 28th July 10am – 3pm

As a Partnership we would like to run a Time Travellers Activity Day at
St Marys on Thursday 28th July for primary aged children. We need a
fantastic team of adults to run this new and exciting adventure. We will
need leaders and helpers to work directly with the children, adults
willing to lead the various craft activities, willing helpers to offer both the
children and adults refreshment throughout the day and a First Aider.
This is a great mission opportunity as we hope to attract children from
all of our schools. We need a team that truly reflects our whole
Partnership so we can build the connections between the families and
their local Churches.
The work in schools has opened the doors for us to have more contact
with the children of our community in an educational setting but our
holiday clubs offer us the opportunity to meet and greet their families
and develop relationships. Please support this amazing opportunity we
have been given. Learning is great for children, but it is also essential
for us as adults so please consider coming along and having a new
adventure.
If you are able to help in anyway please contact Gayle
gayleschoolswork@gmail.com
Thank you in advance for your eager offers of help and support.
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NSPCC SWINDON
The NSPCC Swindon Service Centre in Old Town is facilitating an
innovative new programme called Pregnancy in Mind working with
expectant and new parents through pregnancy and into their first year of
parenthood to equip them with skills that support their mental wellbeing
Peer supporters are key to the success of this programme providing
reassurance and a friendly face to support parents in the programme,
helping them feel comfortable in attending sessions and encouraging
them to make use of the skills they have learned once baby is born.
Do you have approximately 4 hours per week for up to one year’s
commitment to this programme and would enjoy interacting with
expectant parents on transition to parenthood?
The centre is also looking for volunteers to help with driving and
occasional crèche work..
Full training opportunities will be offered including supervision, travel
allowance. DBS and references required. For further information please
contact Jan Davidson on 01793 683100 or email
nspccswindon@nspcc.org.uk
Christine Senior
Monday-Wednesday 0900-1700
NSPCC, Unit 5 Little London Court, Albert Street, Swindon SN1 3HY
01793 683100

National Bike Week 11 – 19 June
National Bike Week is the biggest national cycling event of the year,
when more than half a million people turn out for events aimed at
promoting cycling for everyone.
This year Bike Week aims to encourage people to use their bicycles to
commute to work. Many people will use the events to have an
enjoyable ride, to take part in ‘buddy’ rides with colleagues, to discover
the easiest route to their place of work, or to take part in work place
cycle challenges with other colleagues.
There are hundreds of events planned see:
http://bikeweek.org.uk/events/
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Church Services in the Partnership
St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze
Date
05 June
12 June
12 June
19 June
26 June
26 June

Time
10:00am
10:30am
5:00pm
10:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

Form
Morning Service
Queen’s Birthday celebration @ Toothill
Queen’s Birthday celebration
Family Service
Communion
Partnership Prayer and Praise

Holy Trinity Shaw
Date
05 June
12 June
12 June
19 June
26 June

Time
10:30am
10:30am
4:00pm
10:30am
10:30am

Form
Communion/God.com /SS
Queen’s Birthday celebration @ Toothill
Messy Church
Morning Service
All Age Service

Toothill
Date
05 June
08 June
12 June
19 June
22 June
26 June

Time
10:30am
11:30am
10:30am
10:30am
10:30am
10:30am

Form
All Age Service
Midweek Worship
Queen’s Birthday celebration
Morning Service
Midweek Communion
Morning Service

Partnership Prayer and Praise
Sunday 26 June 2016
Fellowship time 4.15pm in the Stable Room
Refreshments will be available
before the service at

St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze

5.00pm
The theme will be

“The Beauty of God”
All Welcome
This is an opportunity to Pray and Praise together

Confirmation coming up
23 November; Ecumenical Confirmation and Public
Affirmation of Faith Service will take place at 7.30pm at
Holy Trinity Shaw.
If you are a child who will be in year 8 at Secondary
School or an adult who wishes to be Confirmed can
you please let Clive know before the end of June as
we will start preparation in July.
Baptism by immersion will be available if desired.

Westlea
Date
05 June
12 June
19 June
26 June

Time
10:00am
10:30am
10:00am
10:00am

Form
Family service
Queen’s Birthday celebration @ Toothill
Communion
Swap
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