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HOLY HABITS
BIBLICAL TEACHING
Part 1 [p 117-128]
JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2019

“They devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching”
If the Gospel and Acts are Luke’s record of what happened, then the
Epistles are the Churches attempt to say what it means and how it applies.
Luke’s tells us that this was the first habit undertaken by the fledgling
church and they DEVOTED themselves to it. There was a thirst, a hunger
to make sense of the Jesus story in the light of their historic scriptures.
Today we are better equipped than any generation before us to do the
same. We have an embarrassing riches of materials available to us in
every medium and so there is no reason at all why Gods people can’t get
to grips with Gods word. As worship and house group leaders, preachers
and teachers we are under Godly obligation to help them to do so. Our
aim during January February should be to :
Stress the centrality of God’s word to our faith – Wesley – Give me that
book!
Make it an exciting experience to be open to the Word – be imaginative in
presenting scripture. Gods first revelation of Himself was in creation. – so
get creative!
Make it accessible to every age – Can we not aim to get Bible Reading
Notes in every home in our church this year and encourage more study
groups
Interpret it with informed insight – Anyone can have an opinion. That is
not the same as “thus sayeth the Lord
Use the wealth of resources – The Bible Society on our doorstep so look
at their Bible Course for example, which could run outside of the 2 month
slot. This is certainly a habit that is meant to be continually developed. As
a preacher why not use the course to shape alternative worship services
during the year BUT beware of time constraints.

I like Andrew Robert’s link between the powerful move of the Spirit and
Peters ability [not previously in evidence] to apply OT scriptures to Jesus
and to their present experience. This gives us a strong indication as to
what Biblical Preaching is - true to the Bible, God/Jesus/Spirit focused
and experientially relevant to its hearers. I have kept on about the fact
that Holy Habits is not about understanding 10 habits better – coming to
understanding is only the half way point– it is about experiencing and
living daily the 10 habits so that we develop a more disciplined
discipleship. So at some point in the study, or in house / fellowship
meeting and especially in the sanctuary we need to ask HOW! Experience
must be coupled to understanding if we are ever to make sense of what
is happening in our lives today. Look at Scripture Union’s approach to
this ….
What is this passage basically about ?
What does it say about God ?
What does it say about the world and me ?
Is there an error to avoid ?
Is there a truth to believe ?
What difference could this passage make to my life ?
What am I going to do about it ?
The Learning Together passage on p. 119 raises a number of issues about
the need to break away from the spoon fed Christianity of our past and
for churches to address the question of how we all take responsibility for
“enriching and contributing to the up-building of others”. What questions
should we to put on our churches AGM agenda to see if we are doing this
effectively ?

IDEAS FOR PREACHERS/
GROUPS

1. TAKE THE 8 STEPS THROUGH GODS SALVATION PLAN –
CREATION GEN 1., FALL GEN 3 CALL GEN.12 INCARNATION
JOHN 1., REDEMPTION JOHN 19., RESURRECTION JOHN 20.,
PROMISE FULFILLED [ACTS 2] CONSUMMATION REV 7.

2. EVERY TALK WE DO ON THE BIBLE FROM PULPIT TO STUDY
GROUP SHOULD HAVE 4 KEY INGREDIENTS
OBSERVE – what is happening/being said
REFLECT – what does it mean
INTERPRET - where does it fit today
to do.

DECIDE – what am I going

[and from the bible teaching booklet….]
3. P.10 WHEN WE PREACH/TEACH ON A SUNDAY IT WILL ALWAYS
HAVE A WORSHIP CONTEXT SO IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE LINK THE
MINISTRY OF THE WORD TO THE OTHER ASPECTS OF WORSHIP. OUR
TENDENCY IN THE PAST HAS BEEN TO MAKE THE SERMON THE JEWEL
IN THE CROWN BUT IT BEGS THE QUESTION ..IF PEOPLE ARE NOT
CONNECTED TO GOD IN THE WORSHIP HOW CAN THEY BE EXPECTED
TO RECEIVE AND RESPOND ADEQUATELY TO THE WORD ?
4. P. 12
TURE

THE IMAGINATIVE WAY OF TAKING A PASSAGE OF SCRIP-

5. P.12 TAKE COLOSSIANS 3 V 16-17 COMMITTED TO THE WORD,
CO-OPERATING TO UNDERSTAND IT, and CELEBRATING ITS IMPACT.

6. P.15 NINE SESSIONS/ SUNDAYS IN COLOSSIANS 3 V 12-17 [PREACHERS MIGHT LIKE TO LIASE] WHICH LEAD US TO MAKE QUALITY LIFE
CHANGES IN RESPONSE TO GODS WORD…..
HOLINESS
COMPASSION
KINDNESS
HUMILITY
MEEKNESS
PATIENCE
LOVE
PEACE
THANKFULNESS
7. P.24ff a series of sermons/ studies on Acts 8 v 26-40 – the Ethiopian
and Philip AND Luke 24 v 13-50 Emmaus Rd both of which illustrate
the need for a communal attitude to learning – paves the way for
House Group recruitment.
In the Acts passage REFLECTION, RISK AND RESPONSE are 3 areas you
might want to explore .. How do we reflect on scripture today? What
are the risk in opening ourselves up to Gods word and the teaching
associated with that and finally, can I truly say I have engaged with
Gods word if it has not resulted in some change in me for the better.
[Nb parable of the sower]
In the Luke passage CONFUSION , COMPANIONSHIP, COMMITMENT.
Should we ever expect to know it all, where is the place of mystery in
regard to truth and how do we cope with not knowing? How do we
allow others to come alongside and help us and how do the helpers
minister with grace to the learner. Commitment means staying with
the teaching which is made possible when it excites and answers the
questions they are asking.

Looking back, Advent was a busy time for us as for most in the church,
but also a wonderful time of creativity and fun; time for us as at Monday
club to be still, to listen to reflect on and share the wonder of the Nativity
story once more.
This year we watched the Bible Society ‘Nativity’ DVD in sections and
read the relevant Bible narratives; reflecting on the themes of “Journey”,
“Coping with conflict” and “Supporting others”. We particularly
considered Joseph’s character and the way God used him to fulfil his
purposes. The young people really seemed to enjoy this very dramatic
portrayal of the Nativity story and one commented she would like to buy
the DVD! In an age where the Christian message seems increasingly
squeezed out of Christmas, it is wonderful to have this opportunity to
share the story of Jesus’ birth with children and families who are not part
of a church community. Two of our young people subsequently joined
in with the Nativity workshop day at Shaw, which they really enjoyed.
Our three new young people, all very different characters and with
different needs, settled in well and brought a fresh dynamic to the group;
one has also joined the Saturday Club. The main focus for Saturdays last
term was our Christmas Show which the young people put together
themselves, around the theme of using our talents to bless others. They
were very pleased with their efforts (as we were) and it was great to
welcome a good number of church friends as well as family members.
The event raised a wonderful sum of £185 which the young people decided
to donate to the “Swindon Food Collective” (formally food bank). This
brings our 2018 fundraising total to £410.00.

Looking ahead, the Monday club young people have helped planned our
programme to include:
�� Hobbies Day
�� Art party
�� Willow-weaving
�� Painting pebbles – positive slogans for Lent (which they will
hide in the park)
�� Music-making
�� Internet Safety
�� Pancake party – in aid of Comic Relief
�� Easter reflections
�� And lots of cooking!

Maddy will continue with her leadership training on Mondays and
Saturdays. The Saturday group has started back and we have four sessions
this half term where we will begin work on our Summer Show.
Lastly, please continue to support our project and our amazing and faithful
volunteer team in your prayers – Sam, Rebecca, Lily, Hazel D, Hazel L,
Marie & Freda.
Gods’ blessings to everyone in the new year.
Claire Camm

MHA Swindon
Live at Home
Scheme
MHA is an award-winning charity providing care, accommodation and
community based support services for older people throughout the UK.
We are one of the most well-respected care providers in the sector and
amongst the largest charities providing services to older people for 75
years.
Our aim is to eliminate isolation and loneliness amongst older people by
connecting them in communities that care.
MHA delivers a range of high quality services to more than 18,000
individuals.
•
•

•

10,590 older people supported through 57 Live at Home
schemes in the community.
2,820 older people living independently in 70 retirement
living communities with flexible support and personalised
care, with a further seven sites in development.
4,680 older people living in 88 care homes – residential,
nursing and specialist dementia care – with two more in
development.

MHA services are delivered thanks to 7,000 dedicated staff and further
enhanced by the commitment of 5,500 volunteers.
All of MHA’s Live at Home Schemes are dedicated to keeping older
people living healthy and happy lives, with the opportunity to be socially
included; socially active and valued members of their local community.

MHA’s Live at Home schemes
maintain
older
people’s
independence through a variety of
services, activities and support for
example, friendship groups, lunch
clubs, memory cafes, art therapy,
outings, exercise classes. Each
scheme is uniquely tailored to the
needs of the membership who shape each scheme within the context of
other services available locally.
The Swindon Live at Home Scheme began in 2012 as part of a pilot project
which MHA referred to as a Hub which was located within a Sheltered
Housing Scheme. The Hub was relaunched independently from the
sheltered housing in May 2018. Julie Dowie manages the Scheme and
began her employment with MHA in October 2012. Julie has 20 years’
experience of working in communities as a volunteer, a Project Worker
and now a Manager. Julie is passionate about her role as Scheme Manager
and appreciates the time the volunteers give and values the relationships
that have been built and maintained over her time.
The Swindon Scheme is open to anyone over 55 who would like to make
new friends and be involved in a range of activities. Every person is
assessed to ensure the scheme can meet their needs and it’s the right choice
for them. The assessment includes a general overview of their health,
general wellbeing and the home environment if the individual is interested
in the Befriending Service. The Befriending Service attracts a scheme
contribution of £2.50 per week (£10 per month). This provides the new
member with a carefully matched befriender to visit once a week, a copy
of our newsletter, access to support and signposting. Any attendance at
community based activities is individually costed. The Scheme also offers
a Befriending Plus service which again attracts a scheme contribution.
The member will have access to an available volunteer to transport them
to appointments and local shopping trips – this is a new service which
Swindon Scheme is currently gauging the demand for the extra support
and reassurance that could be offered with this new venture.

Activity

Day

Time

Venue

Cost

Fish &
Chips

Monday

12:00:00
PM

£4.50

Exercise
Group

Wednesday

9.30am

Line Dance
Group

Wednesday

10.30 –
11.30

Epworth
Court
Bath Road
Epworth
Court
Bath Road
Pine Trees
Community
Centre
Pine Trees
Community
Centre
St Andrews
Church,
Raleigh
Avenue
Bath Road
Methodist
Church

Lunch After Wednesday
Group

12 - 1

Friendship
Group

10 - 2

Wednesday

Lunch Club Thursday(ev 12 - 2
ery 2 weeks)

£2.50

£4.50

Price on
menu
£4.00

£6.00

Swindon Live at Home would like to expand their services and activities
reaching out to the older people in Swindon who may be lonely, isolated
and want to make new friends.
The Scheme is currently staffed by Julie Dowie, Kay Williams who is a
Community Project Coordinator and a team of 32 volunteers with 20 of
them providing befriending.
The Scheme is looking for more
volunteers to fulfil the needs of the
befriending service and with new
community activities planned the
demand will be greater than ever
to support these groups.

All volunteers will receive full training, and will have 1-1 meetings
offering support and guidance with the opportunity to make a real
difference to the lives of the members.
MHA have robust safeguards in place and ensure volunteers are DBS
checked and references are obtained before volunteering.
If you would like more information about Swindon Live at Home Scheme
please contact:
Julie Dowie on Swindon.liveathome@mha.org.uk
or telephone (01793) 827772 or 07484075826

Volunteers working hard at
Coate Water’s Dragon Boat
Race organised by Swindon

Gill and Christina enjoying
befriending

Thelma and Cynthia Christmas
2018

Members enjoying the chair
exercise group at Epworth Ct.

The Harbour Project support
refugees and asylum seekers in
Swindon and is the only
organisation locally supporting
this vulnerable group and the
complex social issues which they
face.
Swindon is a designated Home Office dispersal town meaning that
people are allocated accommodation in the town on a no-choice basis
whilst they await the outcome of their asylum claim. Most people are in
shared accommodation, and for a single person this usually means a
shared room in a shared house. Asylum seekers receive just £37.75 a
week and are forbidden from working.
Now in our 18th year, the need for our services shows no sign of
diminishing. We currently have 445 people registered with us, which
includes 45 families and 82 children. We typically see around 50
people in any one day and our class-room is packed to the seams each
day with around 20 students. The top countries from which our visitors
come are currently Sudan, Iran, Eritrea, Iraq, Albania, Nigeria and
Pakistan. The mix of people and nationalities changes over time and
typically follows the path of war and unrest around the world.
We use the term 'visitor' when referring to our beneficiaries, and this
avoids us from using labels which describe a person's immigration
status. We pride ourselves on being egalitarian, welcoming and
inclusive organisation. Many of our visitors refer to us as their family in
Swindon. Without us, there is a real risk of increased social isolation,
loneliness and exacerbated mental health concerns. We are, and also
have been, an independent, non-political and non-religious in what we
do and how we work.
There are 3 core activities to what we do: a Drop-In Centre providing a
safe (and free) space to meet; help and advice; and daily English
classes. We aim to provide guidance and advocacy within the complex
frameworks of asylum/ housing/ health/ work/education/ benefit

systems. Asylum Seekers typically want help in liaising with solicitors
and the Home Office and in resolving financial support issues.
Refugees seek help in accessing housing, work, education and benefits.
In addition to our 3 core activities we have so much more going on - all
defined and shaped by our visitors and almost entirely delivered by
volunteers. These include a football team, women's group, sewing
group, cooking, day trips and a children's homework club.
We have built solid relationships with local businesses, churches and
other clubs and groups. For example, we are one of the Mayor of
Swindon chosen charities in 2018/19. We are eternally grateful for the
generosity of people in helping us, whether that be through the 60 or so
volunteers who give their time and energy to help us, through fundraising, and through donations-in-kind. For example, one church group
helps us with tea, coffee and biscuits. We get through around 12,000
tea-bags a year as well as 1,000 packets of biscuits!
It costs us around £300 a day to open our doors at the Harbour - and
this cost excludes additional activities such as cooking or day trips.
Donations that are most valued are toiletries, household cleaning items,
toilet rolls, kitchen equipment (saucepans, plates, cups, cutlery, etc),
bed covers, and coats. We are also on the constant look-out for secondhand bikes and
have serviced,
repaired and
distributed over 250
bikes to visitors
over the last 2
years.
Claire Garrett
CEO - The Harbour
Project
01793 611682

Introduction to Pastoral Counselling
The Initial Course of the ACC Recognised Programme
“The Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes Framework for
Counselling” - Level 2
�
�
�
�

Are you interested in Counselling?
Are you involved in Pastoral Care?
Are you involved with Young People?
Do you wish to develop Pastoral skills?

This 10 week course could be just what you’re looking for!

10 Monday Evenings
Commencing 4th March 2019
Plus three Saturdays
(One at another venue)

Venue: The Willows Centre,
11 Prospect Place, Old Town
Swindon, SN1 3LQ
This is an ACC course which fulfils the criteria for
an ACC Level 2 Course in Christian Counselling
(OCN Introduction to Counselling Units)

Christian Caring in the Community

This Level 2 training course is intended as preparation for those
who may wish to pursue Level 3 training (and higher), at a later
date, (not necessarily at the same location, or by the same
organisation). The course is equally suitable for those who are
already involved in Pastoral work and want to develop their
pastoral skills.
The course will include self awareness exercises.
No specific academic qualifications are required for entry.

Course Trainers: Denise Brent and Tracy Mendis

For application form and further information,
please contact:
Denise Brent, Training Manager
Willows Counselling Service
The Willows Centre
11 Prospect Place, Old Town,
Swindon SN1 3LQ
Tel: 01793 426650 : Charity No: 1037677
E-mail: training@willowscounselling.org.uk
Website: www.willowscounselling.org.uk
Cost £350 plus course books
plus one training day at Harnhill £45

SWINDON FOOD COLLECTIVE:

January 2019

What was previously known as Swindon Food Bank is now operating as
“Swindon Food Collective”. This is a new charity which has continued
to feed and support people in crisis in the Swindon area , despite a difficult
year. We are independent, registered with the Charity Commission, with
no connection to any other organisation. We are run almost wholly by
volunteers, with only one paid member of staff. We have distributed food
to >2800 people in the last six months, and demand is increasing month
on month.
If you would like to learn more about our work, or would like to volunteer
or donate, either on an occasional or regular basis, please see any of our
volunteers in your church/village. We can be contacted on our website:
www.swindonfoodcollective.org Also on Facebook and Twitter. Our
donation boxes for food/toiletries are in the usual supermarkets.
Many thanks,
Julie Bond (Team leader)

New Year Questions at ‘The Gathering’
January is a time for taking stock. A time for looking at things and asking
questions: what will this year bring? Do I need to lose a few pounds? Is
there something I should give up for Lent?
After a year when as a Church Partnership we were engaged more than
ever with our local schools, as well as with children and young people a
question I wondered was “Can the momentum continue?” After our latest
Gathering I’m even more hopeful that the answer is ‘Yes’!
24 people were there this time representing the wide range of our schools
work, Open the Book. Holiday clubs, Messy church, Toothill Junior Club
as well as our Sunday morning and evening groups. It’s clear that we’re
blessed with a variety of people keen to share Jesus in many different
settings.
Some questions remain ‘Will Toothill Junior club have enough helpers
in the next few months?’ ‘How will their Summer trip to Disneyland go?’
‘Where should the Summer activity days be based when St Mary’s is not
available in coming months?” ‘How do we grow our older young people
in discipleship?” ‘How do we build on the sense that everyone values and
enjoys being part of these groups?’
These are questions we all need to think and pray about and ultimately
the future is in God’s hands. In the meantime the work continues and as
we learn and share together we can trust God will provide the answers
we need.
Mary Poole

Here are the dates for the Toothill House Group, we are now meeting at
my home, 32 Bodiam Drive.
Jan Partridge

HOUSE GROUP DATES 2019

January

21st

July

15th

February

18th

August

19th

March

18th

September

16th

April

15th

October

21st

May

20th

November

18th

June

17th

December

16th

Contact Jan on: 534992 or Rhoda on 327512

Regular activities
2nd Sunday each month
Messy Church

4 - 5:30pm
Holy Trinity Shaw

Every Monday

4:30 – 6:30pm
Holy Trinity Shaw

After School Youth Group
Contact Claire Camm
07981951381
Bell Ringing

7-9pm
St Mary’s Bell Tower

2nd Wednesday of each
month

2pm
St Mary’s Stable Room

Every Tuesday

Mothers Union
Contact Jean Brock 01793 539456

Toothill Tinies

10 -11:30am
Toothill

Home Groups

Thursday 7.30pm

Every Thursday

Holy Trinitry Shaw
led by Sue Green
Contact : 01793 872056
for details
Toothill Church
led by Rev Jan Partridge

Contact Jan on 01793 534992
for details
Westlea Church
led by Pete Gilder
Contact Pete on 01793 878823
for details

3rd Monday of each
month
2.30pm
Alternate Tuesdays 8pm

